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INTRODUCTION* 



T^O iMj axat Ae foUcHriiig Tales were Ae 
lyrodactioii and amiisemeiit t>f leiaore heiif» 
tmd written years ago, wiCheot any «mieii« 
lion of making them public, will be-of litUe 
nnport; as little possibly wonld be the motive 
were I even to explain it, which now tmpeis 
me to Mbmit them to the eye of (I trasi) 
candid criticism. On this subject, the reftco , 
I will not intmde* upon the patienoe of my 
readers: and on the Tales themselves I can say 
little^ — ^they mnst pass their erdeal. -My chief 
mm, in their co m po si tion, has been to inenU 
tntereligions and mend sentimetits. 

%UBiy choice of matter, tp r e feneJ gtomwl* 
ing my snbject oa real incident; and endeavor 
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to keep probability in yiew,, rather than in- 
dulge too much in the yisions of romance^ The 
circumstances I have fixed on in Scottish his- 
tory appeared to me interesting, and, to ny 
knowledge, have never been introduced in any 
work of fancy. I should be sorry that the 
n^s were deemed impertinent; but I .believed 
them necessary to illustrate the portion of his- 
torical matter^ . to which my little histories 
alluded. I pretend not to descant upon the 
character or customs of the age when the 
monastry of St. Cerf was peopled with cowled 
monks. I have simply seized upon an occur- 
rence at that period, which renders the escape 
of my fair captive probahle^ 

In touching upon the horrible massacre of 
Glencoe, I could think of no pasnon, but envy 
or jealousy^ (whidi, whether in politics or love, 
IS the index of a mean and contemptible 
spirit,) that could occasion a catastrophe so 
dreadful* 
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Ellen is nol the letui in fsTor with MB: I 
have cherished her, like a favorite child. The 
circumstances which gave rise to the exertion 
of the calm but beautiful energy, I hare 
attempted to pourtray, happened within my 
own knowledge :— for her rewardj she is in- 
debted to my imagination. May her hktory 
be perused with similar feelings t» those I 
have experienced while writing it. Methinks, 
wfthout prentmption^ I may say, Aat her 
example offers an impressire lesson to the 
young, and of that delightful but impottant 
age, I NOW feel myself protectri 



My first widi is to benefit my yoong 
charge; and my eflbrts will be rewarded^ if 
the experience of an eventful life be the means 
of guiding my youthful companions to that 
path, which, whether their lot in life be pros* 
perity or adversity, will ultimately lead to im- 
mortal glory. 
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The nigrht was far advteced'-^MfB. W^h 
wdrtk had just trinitiied her expiring lani)>f aii4. 
stirred together the emliers of the iBre ; wheo» 
po'caimg that her hiabaid slept calml^^exv 
hawsled iHlii watching, she indalg^ w^am^ 
natorei and studk into j^notettd sle^p. BardljT 
had she enjoyed this 8n)i|MHudoft of tear ansis^ 
an ^Mr, when she was awak^sed by it^ deep. 
Iftoan firtom the ohjtet of her s«licit#dew-*S^ 
started front the chair into whish ek^ bad^ 
thnrown haiself ; and, taking the lifh^ in her 
handy leaned over his bed. He ap|te4red U> 
smuggle, as if oppressed by an aneasy dream; 
•«-coId 4Mnps sat upon his foreheadf and' bfs 
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whole countenance seemed -convulsed. She 
stood irreioldftey aiid' doubted if the sjrmptOBASy 
to which she was a painful witness, were the 
effect of a disturbed imA^inftticm;' or, wither 
they were such, as should influence her to call 
for immediate assistance. 

Two lovely girls, anxious to share ^ their 
moAe^'sfii^gue, and to inliero thcT suff^riilgl 
of €xk' |Miii%enit ftAnatl #ere, in the rdoni; \ baf# 
evef^6W^d'^by iiit^ne and Imxi^tyvlo wbick 
t&ieir y6uiig^)iniiids*iNd»b4en]itlle^Accw«tomeit| 
llie^' Md been* i^entaa^jBd 'M in Ailge : iq^ jjnA 
t/atiifry iluiflbim^bf iieatth and ihnoc^iiiee,^ JMbu 
Weiorl^bMi* lodfeed At 4iier Hbloiinmg dan^fenf 
^fth*t^d^ri€lM9'aMhf«kA]a#illing rlq-awifrm 
fteto-td^^rtie>ltyiti^«cteel^ wVicb^^i^^ 
to tiiifil^^wtig^tot <a^roacidn9J>tlitoetbij^ di8« 
patching a se^i^nt for :a/medical friend^ mAdo 
ilw^tedtlt6<^t(iNit itt^frifevtrhngaisUj;': .^ / _ :.: 

CaptaiVWetitworth opened hk «^8, and,. 
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fiftiag &an.oD. Uawife, seemed to read ber 
tlKMighte-^^'Da /sol' )be alarmed, my lore/' 
sittd .be,, fiuatl/, ^I.dMdl seob be betteo^-^^ 
Ikde aff-f-and I dkall -breafbe -m^ fteeljz^-^' 
raise me^if you pleafeie*-4bere— now-*-*' He 
troald hare coniinaed ipeakiiig; but bit lipe« 
quiFeted-^lya: tongue! refbted ite ^ office— aud, 
witb.a deepitdrawh .eigb, be fUl bock inbia 
wife's anosy^neleAaed from martal cafe« 

Tbe. sbock: vas not feh Jesa. mt 4is awfitl 
iMritaeut, frvipiJkavibgbeeBjfmg tapectfcd^ and* 
Mm. IFestMvtb coiiliiisM('8D|9p««tiiig tbci Itfe** 
leas form.of ^rbeUveAlicuibaad :witb woe; soi 
inteqiKf that reasdu seemed to be foraakiag bar 
dir^ne. On . the 4urrmd c€^ tbe^^li^sieiani sbe, 
widi.ber helpless j^ipbaaa) w^m cottteyed'iWitt 
the afflieting: aoeue^t whtfei be atteodbd-^o ibo" 
a e c casary ausoigepienls.- 



« a « ' 



Captain and Mfi$. ^entwortb bad long 
beeb iiuimed« md were -go- ouunple «f ooii- 

b2 
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* 
Dttlual kappiiMBs; — Ae ibnd and deligbted^ 

parenta of four aw^et chiUren^^tiieir ottty 

care, was to«iake a provision for them. Tkis, 

however, they had never been abie to •mi'* 

complii^h. Caplain Wentworth's fortune was: 

that of a soldier — ^honour and his pay. He 

resolved to afford his children^ the means of 

an excelleni education ; and, looking fofsrard' 

with the confidenoe which health and vigor loo' 

often inspire, he flattered himself he shonld see 

them aH set ont in life with as great ptoaiise 

as his fondest hopes could anticipate. His: 

eldest darling was a davghter, Mary Ann, lovely. 

in person, superior in talent, and gentle in dis*' 

positien;' she was at once her Other's pride, udi 

her mother's comfort Ellen was nearly her 

sister's counterpart, with a firmness and dedskm* 

of character, uncommon for Ixer years, which 

had even taught her to rise superior to the trivial 

yexatiQas of childhood, and now enabled her to • 

bear this first trial of her youth' with a fortitude 

that would have dignifiec^ a riper age* The. 
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third child was a boy* Edwm pnmked to 
poweM a noble opirit» an ardent, goncrous tem- 
per» . with a bold and oonrageous diapomlibn. 
Lkde Lucy, the youngest of the mtteresting 
group^ waa lively^ quick» and docile. 

Mary Ann and Ellen had made great ad- 
Tancia in their education, when their fiUierf 
who jfbr some, time .had been oomplaiUog, was 
obliged to confine himself to his room/ The 
iacttlty ' recommended him to leare Canada 
where, he had! been for some time reaident aa 
aid*de-carap to General BreOtFy. But he, en- 
^firely unaware of his danger, and unwilling to 
jbcnr the expense and difficulties which such a 
procedure would necessarily occasion, pot it off 
from time to time, till he became too feeble to 
be able to follow the advice of his physician; 
and many months, of painful watchings and 
miserable anxiety elapsed, 'ere his earthly ca- 
reer terminated. Poor Mrs. Wentworth then 
felt, that she was not only deprived of the 
faithful partner, who had climbed with her the 
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tuggeH hitl of life; and who bud cheered' 
sopported her ia all ils stages^bat that^ with 
.thiis cherished being, she had' lost the means of 
support, and her children all prospect cf fdtore 
aggrandisement. This latter idea preyed^opo^ 
her mindy and weighed her down to earth* 






It was in such nibnients when, tndiilging 
Ae ai^^h of her sotd, Mrs. Weotworth would 
bitterly lament the impossibility of doing jos^ 
lice to the belored objects of her solicitude, 
that Mary Ann would fondly throw her arms 
foand her mother's neck, and keenly sympathise 
in all her itelidgs. Ellen pensively watcb^t 
tilt these emotions gave |>lace to calmer feeU 
ings-^when, checking the tear which swelled 
in her own eye, she, with delicacy and tender* 
nees, endeavored to lead their thoughts to that 

* • • • « t 

over-ruling power, which ordaineth all thin^foi^ 
wise purposes, that erring mortals cannot see. 

« Oh ! dearest mother,'* would the youthful 
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.iDoralizeriexcIaiin» *f|et heavenly fakh s^tbe 
<4aff g^'ef :— we .bwey ind^edi lost our dearest, 
best friend; bi^ skall :^e pri^sfipi[^^oi]sly ai?- 
raign the will of God for depriving us of the 
jUessing he , besto^Mf^-^Let iis»^ i^thgr^ dwell 
upon the blissful exdiangd ,mj belor^d father 
ktm made, from BMital bc^ndage to. th^sublimer 
iMiTAe ^f a. stormless sl^y* Thic^ jreflectipii will 
ieidiii our soob. with T)eligi0us pea^e«,ii^}ip9e;boIy 
Ifttlntwill assuage bur spncQw, abdlgiye. u94X>a* 
rage to fulfil our dilty in that statif^Orin whidb 

we are now.c^led to act. I know, my mothery 

jrou grieve most for xiA — buti, fe^r not: God 
never fmsakes those who trust in him, and will 
be a father to the fotherieiis^ Thememoryof 
my ever dear earthly paiieot will, I. douVl^ fiot^ 
raise friends to ea^cmrage oifr iadu8try-*7-ajMl 
we can Wi9rk--rQan we riot, Mary i^iin?-^ help 
to istlpport and educate the little ones^ whilc[ 
benignant Providence pH»er^efi to us oiir re^ 
mailing homred. .parent to direct our pur-* 
spits*'' . . 
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Eilen ceased ;---aiid^ featiog she had 
t more than became hwi hid her Mmhing fiu^ 
in her motber'3 ex|>aDded arms. ; . . 

• ' • • • • 

*< Oh ! my blessed chiM !'' said the weepiiig 
mother) ^'thou art, indeed, a treasure at whifli 
my soul should rejoice — so sweet, so soothing an 
example shonld teach jske the hard duty of sA^ 
tnjssicm, and itsfaiali be, my endeavor tq.aofiiiKe 
-a^ portion pf that resignation with which iay 
darling and' yoirtbful monitress is endowed." ' 
• • ' .... . . ,, . 

Captain Weatworth had been madi vfdoed 
by his brother officers as a man of probity an4 
honor; and his widow and orphans were.grati* 
fied by the respect paid to his memory. General 
Bvently exerted himself in behalf of his SamHy; 
and having procnred ^a liberal subscription, he 
named the subject to Mrs. Wentworth with the 
utmost feeling and delicacy, informing her at 
the same time that he. had ordered a ireepa^*- 
sage for herself and children on board a' .ship 
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bound for Pbrtenioiitb; :tlnit a man aadwotfiaD, 
goings to England, were engaged as llheir .at- 
tendants; and, added, that, as laying m stores 
for the voyage would be attended with trouble 
in her present state of mind, he had taken the 
liberty of supplying sueh things as appeared to 
him indispensable;* and that as it was possible 
that, on her arrival at Portsmouth, she might 
be detained for some days,, he begged to offer 
ber a few ihtrodi|[etory tetters,, whieh he felt 
assured would secure her every pottte attention* 

• 

Mrs.^Wentworfh' wept tears pf gratitude*— 
but eoutd give no^ utterance to her' feelings; 
and, when the heart-rending moment arrived 
. for bidding adieu to objects so endeared to her 
inind,sh6 bad not resolution to call ou her kind 
friends; bul» sendbg her young family with 
her excuses, stole herself , to the grave of her 
adored husband-^to bid a l^st- sofemii &rew^ 
to his iacred remaiiM^, Nor was it tiH h^r eon- 



^ideraite Ellen, guessing whkher she hieid gone^ 

B 3 
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V 

followed — and gently . reminded her, that she 
htid otBer important duties to perform — that 
Mrs. Wentworth eould summon, resolotioii . ta 
tear herself from a spot which contained hHt 
earthly idol. 

. . .. • » ^ 

' The following day Wilaessed the departure 
df the mourbful group^ accompanied .by the 
loVe and resrret of all wlio knew diem. Theii^ 
accoiamodation, was all they could wiish^ and 
, bespoke the considerate kindness of their boun« 
tiful provider. Their voyage was prosperous; 
and; as the^ ship entered the. Channel, the hope 
of ' soon. anchoring on a. native, sbofe^.glad^ 
dened every faeart« The day wate lovely-7-an 
unclouded sky reflect^ ks .azure cano|>y vtpot^ 
the surfkce 6f *the woHd of.wi^t^ beldwi Ulld 
gave to the admiriii^ and ^ uittuHi lative ef^ ib0 
ittiliQst variety of beauteojiis tiatGH-whiJe 4lbM 
kupbeanis pliEiyed fantastically upon tb0 ripple4 
waves, they burnished with white Ae saib o( 
the gassing ships, as'in different dir^ctfons 4ie]§ 
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•teered their coune, caught the breeze^ and 
<iift th^ way through the bciuy oceaa. Mn. 
Wentwonth looked around her, with a peasire 
c«lHitepaiiee;*rfor» in tr«tb» the. scene^ M.Ioreljr 
ilo the peaceful mind, had no cfaannf for km^ 
She rererted, wilh emotion, to her past life, and 
anticipated the future with a dread of ahe knew 
^ot what* Her younger cfaildeen were phying 
near her» with all the thoughtleaa mirth of in- 
£intine innocence* Ellen waa busily employed 
with her needle; and Maiy Ann, leaning 
-againat the side of the vessel, with a.bod^ in 
her handy aeemed to hare withdrawn her atte«> 
tionirom its periisal to 6x it on, her motbc^ 
whose, sad expression of cqni^tenaqce called 
forth the sigh of syoipathy from, faef bospn^-** 
4Hifl she breathed a prayer to Heaven f^r pea^ 
la her only remainii^g and beloved parent-*^ 
•Siiddenly, the railing against which she Ifime^ 
gave way, and she was precipitated into tb^ 
jnv&l deep. A bustle on decile .and ai^i|i^ 
ftomher little ones— wil|i the often-repeated 
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name of Mary Aiin — ^roused the haplen motker 
from her paioful reverie to a ficene, heart- 
rending beyond, the pewers of language to de- 
scribe. Her anxiona eyes^ quickly sought ither 
children: three of them were by her side, ^ft jjjH; 
sadness and. in tears. 

Where then was Aory Ann? Ob, G4m1! 

what a sight did the eagergaze reFsal! In the 

first impoise of a mdher^s agonised sensation, 

she flung her dinging, ite€|>ing children from 

her, and made a desperate effort to leap orer-^ 

board. A friendly arm saved h«r from the^ con- 

'Sequences of the rash attempt. Yet the terrified 

screaltts of her children were unheeded— -and 

iier eyes remained riV^t^ on the fltiating Jwm 

of her first-bofn — her b^est beloved— 4be 0Mt%m 

whom alone the image of her faaneaMi lRan#- 

worth was most deeply staaiped* The sUp^ 

'boat had now uearfy reached dbe lottiy wm4» 

tmd hope sprung to her mother*« heart.— Alaa! 

It was shortlived; for 'ere the hand, that wosilA 
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htare saFed Iter lost eUldy could gratp her gar- 
laaiits, she flank^-neveir more to rise a mortal* 
Despair deadened th^fe^tngapf .the hapless 
:iBddier; and her woes were, tor a time; forgot- 
ft^Bt ha a ha(>py .stftte of insensibility; For many 
^konrs her life was donbtfill^T^md when, at 
'lengthy she g«f erstgns of returning reanimcttMH, 
A ddiridus. leFor succeeded. To ad4 to .the 
distress of Ellen, some particular circdmiitaiioe 
'prevented the captain of ihe ship from i^e^ring 
.his course acc<Nrdtng to'- his original ititeiitionii 
.for Fectsmoiitb/and he put intb Plymouth; 
.where, nokoiQWing and unkuoinfn, this hapless 
;£imily were laadjed^and conveyed to an hotel* 

r 

men here felt herself in the most trying 
her mother al81 labottrfng undef de* 
JtMoibNAsr and .sister re- 
andatttnliaii (haft shifr costU 
hsiii n^J hiflrovH yooAfol 



t» 
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and dearest dister of ber affection— with faovr*- 
y^reffB. fiortioB of refle^bn very uneommon -at 
tlie age^ of -fifteen, and with, fortitude and. 
Btreagtb of mind (seldom edited, even wbon 
years beget .expieriidnce— Ellen ..fS)t, that > she Jk^- 
eottld not indolge selfish MAsiderationsi wai^. 
^eeoHecting that their -finances would not kmg - 
impplylheir wants in the expensive bouse to 
^hich they had been brought, she confided her 
iiibther to the care of ti nerirant; and, taking, 
her little brother anA sister with her, went 
io search of an obscure and cheap lodging. 
4She, was- fortunate in procnring such as^ with- 
out being clestitute of those necessary comforts 
for her parent, were moderate in charge. 

. Three weeks pi^ed heavily, when a dawn 
of reason . appeared to illumine JH rs. Went- 
wovth^s minxl; but a melandiolyjso deep ab« 
sorbsfd.all her faculties^ &at, though she evi* ' 
4ently' knew her ohildren, she took no notioe of 
wiiatwas pass^g^in her family. The teador 
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Ellea procared every delicaey to eotice ber 
mother V appetite, and*leH on variotM Iktle 
nehemes to dii^ert her.dioaghls»:aMd atrengifani 

« 

hev -weakened' DerveB^-%|it m wum. Mra« 
Wtmkwmrth' remaioed equally indifiareiil to 
etery thm^ Ellen having one day examined 
Ae«OBteiits'iof her puree, bieheld with terror 
^ redhctioi of. its contents. Hariag been 
aecttat<nned to think there were aome fiienda iH 
iiondob, iDtereated in the wellare of thefaakily^ 
Ae hastened to coasult her mother on the pro4 
prietf of iramediately setting ont; but the apa^ 
Ihv with which she was answered/ eonirinced 
ber that she eoald not- expect assiktanee/and 
wontd not m^et with opposition.^ She there-^ 
fore ventured to act according to the dictates 
of her own inexperienced judgment^;' and, 
famng made the best arrangements in her 
p«»wer, the helpless party cohiBien«:ed* their 
jommey^wjllra. Wentwoifth aaked no questions^ 
noTidid die neiiee hto cbU^n oA&rwjse Aaii 
icrweep over ddikr ^ 
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^ Arrired ill the great netropoKs, Ellen felt 
quite at a loss. She^ hQwerer, be^ed to> be 
set down at a respectaJble inn, resdiring in her 
own mind to pursue the same plan she had ftJU 
low^d in Plymouth. This, however, was not 
so easy to accomplish; and the difficulty. of 
procuring any kind, of furnished apartments 
bnt^t an exorbitant rate, added to her. own 
ignorance of the town, gave her many a weary 
w.alk, 'ere she succeeded in her wish.. . At 
lengdi, however, she inet with two indifierent 
rooms in the outskirts of the town, which she 
secured at. half*a«g^inea per. week; and, after 
dfilcharging all the litd^ expenses she had b^een 
obliged to incur, found herself posseas^d of 
only five guineas. 

'. It was now her spirits began to sink-^with- 
out money—withoiit friends — whatiwas^to he* 
come of, her mother f She had heard some- 
thing about a penmn, but she knew not wJInene 
apply for it ;' and of the addresses, she 6>^a4, 



amo^ her fathev^t pap <r < ^ alie coald Mt Bln|f 
lienelf to make me, willieat the cottcormioe 
of her-surrmag bat imbeeile parent. Deter- 
itiitted to struggle as Jongv as poaNble ^agaiast 
the accamalated cvSm Aat <yprcaicd her, ribe 
yentured, the follawiag momtng^to tap geady 
at her landlady's door, and solicit her astist 
aace ia prdcuring ber some work* The wobhhi 
seemed pleased with the modest re^^y. she 
made to her enqmry of what she felt capable 
it>f dojftgy aad promised to ose her endearor to 
assist faetv .« . ' % '. — -r 

• * - . 

Ellen's spirita rose with auprospect^of ana? 
cess; and she, perhaps,, felt niore elated en 
aeeuig Mrs. Mason come into the room, with 
a bundle of linen ta make into shirts, thaik 
she would haye done, under happier circiim* 
stances, at sight of all the. elegaat fripperies 
(to which fashion alone g^ves a name) to detk 

her for. a bali-roonr. '. . Conscience whisperiBwl 

•. . . * 

her) tbat.the one feritng was merely aalfisl^ and 
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jpgbAncdve of only a uiomeolary pleasure^ ari- 
#iag.froiii gratifieil Taaity ; — ^the otlipr-r^^nd hepr 
AeHFlithcobbed at' the thongfat, akid transmitted 
its oTerflowiDgs :to her chAeks^ whl^re ^th^y 
nUntled in tbe gloir iiig Mush of.filHd loyq-r^ 
ibft 0ther w:ouId procure comfort to a motbev-^ 
<^duM give bread to the . little helpless beiiig% 
/irJiose sole* support she was now become. ..She 
JbelieFed also tfaact she sbiMiId feel consoled in 
lier affiicliott% by the : sweet conscilouattess of 
doing her duty« Alaal—^Poor Ellen was y^t to 
i^arnthe difficulty cfHsuppcs'tmg a family upon 
the hard«earned tabor of one person. She sat 
iqi late^ and rose wJlh- the dawn«r^yet itant, 
with hasty strides^ made rapid approaches— and 
poor £llen «unk beneath the frowjiiog aspect 
of the tihwefeofhe'i^oit^ r. 

Airs. Weatfcwinth had gradually taken a 
deeper ii^terest in her family since they had 
setlledl and the fading heidth of hev anuable 
'BXketk MCflied t& restore a poctioii of hierwteted 



energy* ' Refleetion began to reionie iti power 
ov^ h^r tiiind; and she reproached herseK finr 
auffermg exceai of grief to reduce her to that 
Mkte of supineaeflSy which had occasioned her 
family to duffer the niiserieiof akoliitepenofj, 
and had also eicposed her to tW danger of 
JoBiQg the prop that had, by the Uesaiagaf the 
Almighty^ ito wonderfolly sustained die whole 
family through their misfortunes. ** ¥e% 
;dearest Ellen," exclaimed the weeping mother* 
f' diy exertions have been far lieyond thy ytaiSt 
fmi too much for thy strength; whiie toy nnl 
happy mother, giving way to die pnssnre of 
ila^ afflictions, has been* last' iltsupfneaete, and 
^Itabtleas Offended the Aliaighty Bestowep of 
every good and p^ect gift*-by fbi^getlin^ thai 
#he still possessed Uesslo^-^^hf heiw.imida^ 
able! — ^to reconcile her to thissubljiaarjr worid« 
But she will yet endeavor to obtain pardon, by 
ittitatiog th6 foHitude of hw magnaAJMons 
child/' Mrs. Wentworth had i^ soou^ (qgined 
tbisT resolution, than ste acted npaa it Her 
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dum was not diffi^calt to prore, and she re* 
eeiMed Ae part of Iter penaioa due. Her 
ftrat care was to pay every requisite attention 
to b^r debilitated £llen^ whose mind (reliered 
from the dread of absolute want, and delighted 
in contemplating the renewed health and spirits 
of her mother) soon recovered its natoral tone. 
Thus was the Utile family restored tp compa- 
. raliye comfort. 

* E^Or ia listening attentively to her mxy^ 
thet^ account pf the amount' of pensions^ &€• 
calsulated that their means were not equal to 
the education of her brother and sister; aud 
hoped that h^r indof^try might at least partly 
supply the defect ; sbe» therefore, with renewed 
healthy pursued her daily task with alacrity anil 
cheerfulness. 

Mrs. Wentworth having by her exertions 
got her children placed on the comp^ionate 
list, flattered herself that industry united to 
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di£ mccmiey whkli.die derived ttpm gavem^ 
niei^ would ciaable her to toppect ber' Asnilj 
with credit,' ivid.9oihe degree of independMice. 
-^er first jEmxiety was the eddcatioii of her 
son. Hmb godfather, Sir Henry Cohrille, had 
promiiied to pllice hiin^ at a pspp^r age,'m the 
military academy; bdt, aa three yean most' 
pass before that proYiftioD eo«ld be madfa toft 
hop, she was desirous that, domg. duit f^eHodf* 
h^ should make some progress in the firat rodi- 
ments of information. The subject agitated her 
Blind:-— fin.d Mn: MaflOQ, her hmdlady, ^ptarw 
ing a discf'eet sensiUe^wpman,. die determined 
to enquire' from her for, a respectable school in 
the neighbooriiood* Mrs, MascAi, not reccdleoU 
ing any one Buitable.toMvs. ll^entwoBth's yiiew^ 

in their vicinity, mentioned; ^ Sir. Green, wl|a 

, • • • 

she belieyed kept a school, on moderate teaans^ 
in Easet; and added, that he was expected 
shortly in the»neighbourh9od. i , \ - ^ ' . J 

Mrs. Wentworth did not feel quite recon- 
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Oiled to tbe pba; bat, a* bo .better offered, sfie 
delermiteed to make trial of it.«-^Hr» €breea> 
came,^ as. expected; — ^ aad Mrs. Weutwortlr 
ftKi&Iy« staled ber WiiAee r^pecting^ her-Mov 
Mr- Green appfaved^ to «Dter into ber feelings^ 
and ultimately agreed to board and edaoalei 
bjm at a etaited «ihd, and- to ;make no d^nnandi 
far tbov'iiEune bc^nd wbat suited Mrs* We«tij 
woiib's .cohyenieBce,' during tbe tbree yeaffa 

m 

pnmolia to bis •eslertDg fbe ntttitary academy^ 
and after li^it period to^reoeiveramburBemeitf 
by balf-yeariy ioistalmeAta. Edwin, in returtf 
' lor ibis, aecommodatioff, was to make bilbsel' 
wdU iwtbe^scbool, inany way not -derogatoiy 
to>a gMitfMiaii'a eeta. "fbiiE/ arrangi^ent sei^ 
lied, .tb'e.BchoOlmasier took lealre; and tlie foncl 
malbcir: dwelling: €fl[dywitb maternal^ prid^ on 
die idea Aat ber sen Arnold not enter the mtti^ 
tary academy, mor^ defidentin aoqairemonte^ 
tban boys of bis age, she foresaw no evil tbal 
could arise from tbe plan adopted. 



:Ai tb^ itulie appoiBted, tiip ifecMipaai^ 
Edwin tQ:his\neir residence, and left faiip wMb 
a large poition of ! that 'anxiety, a* paseat wbi 
t«nMy fibeb yrb^u pariifig honi: her pfiapringi 
Ska, baweVcr,. checked. liar aorroir, in the fall 
confidence of hia benefiting from the Hempoaanp 
separation, and' partook of the: fmgai bat neat 
refMst which her Ellen had jirepared \o iaaUl 
cenie her home, with a degree of cheerfulneea 
whidi animated that amiabIe^g^irl ta. radaaUe 
ber exertietiB, foi^dieir redptocal comfiirt*. :.^ 

.•» ... ^ f%0 .1 :^..( 

-t Therlilda Lmey's inttrnotiania. iaere^aumr 
reguforly attended to; and her engaging JifaiB^, 
ner "and liiTfljr. remarks were ofiteii fenure^ :ai 
amusemeilty' and' ereb ^ela^ation^vio Ae .tan 
tigaad ispirits of ker nothar and sister, dnriflf; 
tlia«almost Jncessairt •onfinentnl..^^ seclsBa 
tray oedupa^iti 4U3>easiimM^ > t^^- . •• - 



f '• 



Often as Mht. W^ntwoitb 
£Uen*8 nnwearied industry, sbe dwdt with 
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agony on the past; md lamented #te 4fttiel 
destiny that condemned so promising a plant 
to obsconty. Alas ! thought she, the chjlt^ 
gripe of poyerty, my child, has hipped th^ w* 
liie very bud ;— and *ere the fine talents, ,thy 
early gsiiiiiS'bid fain to ripen/had time eren to 
bfossom, they are wi4ier?c( by the blightentDg^ 
hand of penury! 



se^ms toi^inove with heavy wing lo^ 
griefy. yet it ceases not in its course: tinelre' 
months had glided on, and found Mrs. Went- 
w&rtk in similar circumstances. Extreme fro- 
gidity -and constant industry'had enabled her 
to appropriate a small sum to. the' purchase .of 
soine. artides of plain bat useful, furniture; 
i^d having taken a smaH house, she let a- 
part, of it, and c^ned- a day sdiool, hoping 
by doing so, to afford the advantage of eda- 
cation to her girls. Success even beyond her 
most' sanguine ideas;. :seemed "to : reheard her 
^Lcrtions.; ' and : she began* to - look forward 
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wilh sofDe degree of hdpe lo ibJe firtare; wheii 
an iDteimptiofi to her iiewly*ac<(ui.red' peace 
look place, by the iofdrmtitioa of Edwin's ill 
healdiy which wsis.ifn|it^diate|y foiiowed by thf 
attival of the boy/ Hm appearance greatly 
tohocked his:fbDd mother and sisters. FroBi 
She high-spirited blooming boy, he had dege- 
aerated into a puny, sickly child — ^trembliag ^ 
erery word that was uttered, never speaking 
.abo>e his breatby-^-and sluriakii^, af, if "with 
.'affright, fi-om ev^y glance that was dire^tf^d 
Edwards him* 

/ Mrs. Wentwi>rth, equally grieved and aste« 
nished, consulted a neighbouring* surgeo^t who 

. gave it as his o'pinion, tfaaf complete del^iUly 
was £dwin''s cpmplainty ftud that the powe|s 

' of hia.iltind were weaken<sd by some improper 
ei;ertioii of aqthority. ; *^We must,'^ coa^nuod 
ifif ** ilndeavor to' renovate . a' portion of bis 
cftrength, by nutritious food, gJTI^n moderate^, 
aod made to luif his palate.* Gentle treat* 

c 



is sllen; 

Botent, and tender indalgencey must div^i his 
mind from dwelling on any unpleasant remem- 
brance; carefully avoid reverting to any things 
that can affect l^i» spirits, but rathw assist i^ 
caifling them, by varying bis amusements. By 
steadily pursuing these means, L trust, we shall 
gradually restore him to his woated healA and 



»-> 



Here was a, new and .sad trial for 'Mna* 
Wentworth's fortitude— sh^ beheld her beloved 
and only son, suffering from her anxiety for bm 
improvement. ^ It was too evident, that Mr» 
Green, with the meanness of a narrow mind, 
hadrtaken advantage of the terms agreed upon, 
to exact more from Edwin than he was equal 
to; and that when his spirit revolted from the 
perrormance of such tasks, as he did not fWid 
the other boys, called upo.n to go through, he 
was severely chastised, and deprived of jfbod--^ 
tOl, terrified into submission, the natural noble* 
ness of his mind was checked— the prided and 
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iity^ wbidi ^e did not dare lo shew^ 
firey«d on Jub iilfed^-^iiid hk btolth became 
die sad^ifice. AH th» wtia bttf tqo aadljT ooi^ 
firmed; in Mra. Wetttwoctb'B mind, as' wjlik. sui- 
4tenial fondncflB she made daity obaerYatiOBa a|i 
tlie disorder of ber.beloyed: bdy»-^-One'dags 
as she was dwelling with pecnliar anguish 
.«pon all these circomstances, she wrung her 
bindsy and, in the bitterness of her soul, ex* 
-claimed, ^ Oh! my God! aid and direct me!— 
To send mjr boy again to Mr. Green, I cannot 
>«Mmd yet to 1^ in the power of such a manf* 

• 

« 

Edwin was' sitting near his mother, and 
€im|iloyed in caressing a fiekvorit^ spaniel ; at 
the name of his master he raised his eyes, and 
Aionrnfally articulated, << Whta am I going 
back to Mr. Green?'— <* Nerer^ my obild," 
replied *sfae, folding him tenderly 1m her arnls» 
-^His countenance immediately i^sutaied its 
wonted animation, joy danced in his eyes, and 
his checks were suffused widi <^imson : but 

2 
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the next moment a deadly idleness succeeded, 
and he sunk senseleiss in his affirighted mo- . 
thier's arms. Her distracted shriek brought 
Ellen to her assistance, t whose usual and promjft 
activity soon restored her brother to a sense df . 
the kindness he received. 

' << Ellen/* said he, with ' a faint smtfe,. 
*^ mamma says^ I am not to go back to that 
bad man."— "What bad man, my' dewp^"— 
** Why, don't you know — Mr. Green, to be snre." 
— " Was he bad to my dear Edwin V^' asked 
Ellen. ^Oh! yes,*' returned he, shuddering. 
Ellen saw the impropriety of dwelling oh the 
subject, and, kissing his cheek, said, ^ biit he 
shcdl never again have that power: fearnot, 
Edwin — ^you shall not again leave mamma and 
your own Ellen-«-and little Lucy, you Jlqow» 
loves you dearly; you will play together* wd 
be quite happy." 



"^ 



From the moment the child fek assured of 
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not retarniug to Mr. Creeoy his h^ahh and 
spirits ' rapidly impi^ved. Mrs* W^ntworth's 
Joy at perceiving this happy change, was mem. 
than equal to the dread she experiejiiQBd' oC 
the consequence that was likely to result, from 
the information . she had to communicate to 
Mr; Green, that. Ed win. was to return to htm 
ilo more. She put oflF this unpleasant task as 
long as' possible, hoping that she might be 
able to collect a part of the money due to him. 
But^ alas! her anticipations were vain. Medi- 
cal fees, with th^ many extra expenses that 
sickness never fails to bring, had drained com- 
^Iete1y> her little heard.' Mr; Green at lehgthl 
Wrot^, to urge the return of his pupil. His 
letter was answered with ah aching, heart; 
but, fearful of irritating, she commanded her 
wounded and indignant' feelings, and simply 
said, tha^ Edwin s health' continuing very pre- 
carious, she niust fOr the present decline send- 
ing htm from home. Mr. Green, enraged at 
losing a piipil, from whose exertions he had 
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anticipated much fi^rvice, waited peisottalty 
Upon Mrs. Wentw^ntlH and expostulated with 
her on the folly of indalging the capiite of 
children. 

' MitskWentworth^ fremblibg with indigna--' 
tion, yet feisurful of hastehing the blow 9he 
dreaded, by expressrag her sentimenta, widi^ 
difficulty suppressed her emotions : — ^whenEd-* 
win, who had been playing in Ae garden with^ 
his little sister, ran hastily inkr the room tH 
make some childish demand ; returning health 
bloomed on his cheeks,, whieh was heightened 
by the glow of exercise;— Hhot oBsenrin^ <he 
vnwelcome visits, he was importunate in hiac 
request* ** My love,.'* said Mrs* Wentworth^ 
hesitatingly^ "don't you.see^—— Mr. Green; 
die would have added ^ but he interrupted her^ 
by exclaiming, "And this k the boy you pre* 
tend to keep at home from iil health..^' Edwia^ 
at the sound of his dreaded voice, turned 
quickly, with indescribable terror in his coun-- 
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tenancie, pde and trembliiig ; he screamed out, 
^^Maimnla! mamma! send him awaj! Obffngr 
.d<H— I won't go— I woa% indeed r' 

^iB impooiible to p^t the rage that exaa- 
'plnrated M n Green, or the agony of die terror* 
jitroek mother. <* So, madam/' at length said 
:Gi!een,widi vc^emeuce^ *fjon think 1 am to 
be doped by yoa and year ideotical boy— bat 
yon shall know a little better before I hare 
.done with yoa.f Mm. Wentworth attempted 
'to> 'Speak.; bnt in vain did she try to stem 
th# torrent of rage like his. He paced the 
(reem^ 9woire^ and stamped his stick on die 
floor : with onbonnded fary — ottering Ian- 
ipnogpn that wounded craelly the sensitive feel- 
. jpgs of delicacy —and coachided by _maki^g 
fl^ immediate denund for the payment; of hi^ 
billt amonnting to fifty pounds, with no alter^ 
native, in ease of ibilure, but immediatdgf 
goiag to prison. Ellen, who had hitherto sat 
in sQe^t ind^nation, now made an effort to 
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'speaky and appealed at once to the feelings 
and the justice of the contemptible being 
before her — but he was inexorable, — and say- 
ing that he should shortly return with a 
warrant for the apprehension of the wretched 
clebtbry advised her to prepaire the- cash by the 
time he came back, or equip' herself for New- 
gate—a lodging, he insultingly' added, goocl 
enough for proud beggaiis. •' .. . < 



» r 
I 



Mrs. Wentworth's heart sunk within her, 
"and she burst into tears, Ellen's spirit rose 
at the indignity offered to her mother; and 
her bosom -—usually the seat of mild and 
gentle affections — ^ now heaved with angry 
emotion. Alas! how impotent was her r^ent- 

ment!— The felt it so, and hadithe prud^nUe to 

... .. * • • • . . • . 

command herself— determined^ -if she covld 

not punish the inhuman being who so wantonly 

distressed her parent, she at lea'ist -would not 

gratify him by a display of the anguish be 

bad occasioned. ' But, at a moment so trying. 
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hsm. ninch did ahe fe«l the want of protection ; 
-^how much did she wish to be giftjed with 
•streng^ and power: — to see her nlother dragged 
from her home, torn from her helpless fiimilj, 
'and.tiirown into a prison, the horrors of which 
'arose with tenfold terror to her perturbed ima- 
iginatioh— -was a trial that called forth the utmost 
j^powers of the human- mind to support with any 
•degree of foMtude. . 

- . £H^, in vain, tried to ^ipk of some 
assignee.' The few articles -of- household 
.'furniture, which had been, collected by 90 
:^much exertion ' and self-denial, would not, 
^when 6old, fetch much more than half of the 
^snm required; —and, as the conduct of Mr. 
'• Green was stimulated more by revenge than 
i^necessity, he refused io take less than the 
: whole amount, or even to wait a day to git e Ais 
'persecuted family an Opportunity of tryil^ to 
• raise^ the necessarjr^ sum* — But, aladl thought 
xEllen^ of what avail would time be, even if 

c 3 
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g^nted to ub!— Where eould we apply for such 
a loauf Her distreM became Bgonimg-^^'deK^ 
pair marked Iier lovely ceimtenapee^ as refleo- 
tmi told hex she had no ' comfort to. ofler her 
somcMiriiig parents In sflenee she waited 'the 
dreaded return of Green^ who^ like the demon 
of malice^ sooa arriyed,. and entered the roon 
with brutal feelings of triumph t the offioeia 
of justice followed him» .aiid claimed their 
prisoner.. Mrs» Wentworth shrieked in vain 
for aid^ and feinted in her daughter's arms.— 
EIleA bent o^er with duteous affection^ and 
'felt it no easy task ta restrain her agitated. 
feeKngs from giving way to language' that 
would have beea impotent^— while it might 
ha?e Sttljected her to additional insult.. ^Come,. 
come,. Madam,'' said one of the mofi, ^'.we be 
too mu<^b used to these fine airs to mind them 
much-«HM>, dlye see, you'd better make haste; 
wejias no time to stand shilly-shallying here«'\ 
^^^^AjBf* said Green, ** make haste, for I hltve 
a wodd of business on my hands — but, perhaps, * 
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jott mean to give me the needfal ; -come^ down 
with the gqineasy and we'll leave yoiu'' — ** Sir^^* 
said Ellen, *^ you know it is not in my mother's 
power to pay you; and you also know that your 
demand is as unjust as it is dishonorable* 
You now meanly take advantage of our uapro* 
tected situation^ and add cruelty to insult;^ — 
but beware — something tells me you will yet 
meet with your deserts.. — Come, my dearest 
mother^ do not provoke the taunts of this 
wretch, by delay — ^rouse yourself, my beloved^ 
my only parent — ^the exertions of your child * 
may yet g^ve you comfort— I will supplicate 
Heaven for your heart's peace — I will soothe, 

console, and'* She could proceed nofarther» 

Her full heart overflowed her eyes^ and she 
hastily quitted the room^ but in a few moments 
returned with a composed countenance,, her bon- 
net en, and her mother's cloak, 8cc» in her haqd.. 

At this moment,* Edwin and Lucy came mto 
the room, **ElIen^ where are you goingt 
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Mamnia take me with you?" said both in a 
breath. Mrsf; Wentworth folded them in her 
arins, and shed bitter tears of woe. Ellen 
glanced at the men, with timidity^ fearful that 
their impatience might subject her parent to 
freilh insult, but she perceived that even their 
compassion was excited. 

"Come, my good men," said Green, "t 

believe we must use force, 'ere we can get out 

... 

'of this house." 

* * » 

"Oh! mamma," said Edwin, terrified as he 
' caught the voice of his quondam master, " why 
'do you cry? — you are not going with him:— 
pray don't go — ^he is so naughty." 

Both children now clung to their hapless 

'mother, and with pitebus cries, entreated her 

not to leave them. Green impatiently seized 

'Mrs. Wentworth's arifl — E^win forgot his terror 

*<-^ries^ntment flashed in his eyes, as he lifted 
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his feeble hand ^gsamii die beia^ who had 
iosalted his mother. iPoor boj, he was mat ct 
an age to comprehend the situatioa 10 which 
that mother stood, or to coiisidcr his own 
weakne8s,-i-he acted from the impulse of 
honorable nature, which taoght ImB, young 
as he wais, that the firrt doty of a <Uld, .wai 
to foster and protect a patent to the- extent of 
hiB power. Green quitted his grasp' of Mhb 
Wentworth, and darted with the fnry of a 
tiger upon the noble boy. ' Ellen rushed 
fcHTward to save . him, itf the moment the 
uplifted hand of the enraged master ste m cd 
to threaten him with annihilation. 

^*If you touch Edwin,*' she exclaimed, 
^'ith surpressed anger, **at your peril be it. 

• • • m 

I hope yet to hare the power of criling you 
to account for your former ill usage of. thk 
poor chfld. Beware of what you now do, 
before these, witnesses. Men," cried she, still 
warding off die tfireatened Mow, ^ you ^^^^ 
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heceasity alone shall expoiae'yod to theborriMrs 
of a' prison; jstay here, you will 'be of incM 
tisei than in devoting' the |)recioa« hours of year 
existence to your wretched parent, in loatbaome 
oonntiement. • Young as you ate, you will be a 
protection and solace to these helpless ones/' 
'Overcome with the inisery of her own sensa- 
tions, she ceased^ and, making a violent effort, 
tore herself frbni the filial embraces of her 
'children, and rushing down stairs, hastily got 
into the coach, where the cry of Edwin, "Oh! 
I wish I was oig, I wish I was strong,'' and 
the terrific screams of little Lucy, agonized 
her soul to' distraction* As the vehicle mdved, 
"she looked up to the window, and beheld 
'her eldest darling gating after her, in sorrow 
too big for utterance. Tears relieved her full 

heart, and perhaps preserved her reason. 

•» 

Ellen calmed the wild gri^f of me childrea, 
tind tried to pursue her ordinary occupatiCHis, 
^that flb^ cniglit,. if possible, preserve the lUtte 
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school, whkh had been formed whh ^^^ ^ 
exertion; but extreme anxiety weighed \ 
her spirited and she found it impossible 
command her feelings. When three days had 
elapsed, without intelb'gence firom her mother, 
with fear and trembling she bent her steps 
towards the dreaded prison, and Newgate 
receii^ her within its walls. She shuddered 
as she encoootered the insolent gaze and rode 
answers of the keepora, and averted her eyes 
in horror from the number of wretched, yet 
lEipparently thoughtless beings, whom she 
passed in her way" to the ward where she 
was to meet her mother. Her youth and 
unprotected state seemed to attract attention, 
^-some .pitied, while others .insulted her ears 
with impertinent remiarM,— tears swelled in 
her eyes, and she hurried rapidly on. At 
length, a door was unlocked, and she felt 
herself clasped in maternal arms. 

** My ch;ld! my child! why did you come 
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,dL scene- as this .?" — " Oh f ' dearest mt>- 
tiecess^ 

iow could I bear the torture of &et Jiear*^ 

from you V^ 

Mrs» Weutworth told her daii^hter^'that m 
the agitation of the parting moment^ she ha4 
lbrgott€iB to supjply herself with money» aocl 
that the Kttle she . I|ad i^ her purs^ being sooi% 
elihaissted with prison fees, and payo^atfi^ 
the use of a^bed^ she had been indebted to heir 
felloi^ prisoners for the little sustenance she 
ted been' enabled to take; Ellen could make 
no answer to a statement that harrowed |ap h^ 
feelings^; but^ timidly glancing round, the rooD^ 
beheld a number of women, variously em- 
ployed, and maiiy recesses containing the re- 
quisites for beds; the principal ecHiifort of thos^ 
Was a curtain belonging to each — an appen^ 
dage,indeed,.absoluteIy necessary — for the w^c| 
contained an indiscriminate mixture ; and» wo« 
men of ill fame forming the predominate number^ 
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sceneB of rereby Bometimei fvmnilp dreadfol tr 
Ae eye or ear of delicacy. > 

Surely, this circumstance ahoold be takeft. 
into consideration. Avowed infaoy ought not 
to be permitted to mingle with Tirtoey wha 
suffer sufficiently from miifiNrtttne and-the se* 
rerity of confinement^ without being exposed 
%o scenes of rice, from whidi modesty sbrinka 
with abhorrence. Nor can it be just, to subject 
the prisoner to the rapacity of the keeper; if 
confined for debt, it is hard to increase it, by 
enriching those who ought to be supported by 
other contributions than taxing the miserable* 
How galling to be obliged to pay for entrance 
into a dungeon^ and afterwards for the wretched 
aMommodation it can affinrd.* 



* Since wiitio^ the sboye, the regulations of New-. 
gate in the Iraude wards \a,Ye been, I nnderstandt 
greatly in^^rored, by tbe aetiTe benefoleiiee of tlm ami* 
able Mf9. Fiy, wbo, in the troe aphit of Christianity, ba^ 
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. Ellen could scarcely bring hersetf to part 
/with her mother; but Mrs. Wentworth urged 
its necessity. ^< I could, my child/' said she, 
" support my own lot with some degree of 

^ » 

composure; but when I think how much you 
are inFoIred,* I am almost distracted. It is 
dreadful to contemplate your becoming aecus^ 
fomed to such scenes as this prison must. pre-' 
sent^ and.yet I know not how to deny mysetf 



proved herself the friend of the miserable. Like a mi> 
nisCring angel, she has visited the afflicted and the 
Ignorant — has tanght them the blessed art of order and 
industry — and, above all, her precepts, her liberality, 
and her glorious example, has taught thetii the doctrines 
6f Him, who came into the world to te'kch and to save. 
The study of his saored word makes them humble^ 
patient, and submissive: their souls are strengthened 
by spiritual knowledge ; and they have exchanged their 
former riotous and dissolute life for the peace of virtue. 
Hieir persevering industry and regularity secures them 
unknown comforts; and should they be restored to 
moiety, there are grounds to hope they wilt prove useful 



ELLEN. . 45 

Uie solfice ^f sometimes seeing you — ^but let the 
^4ulgeDce, my child , be sparing, and bring 
y^pijlk yon your brother and sister— -their rery 
cbildl^opd will be some protection to yon* Go, 
imwy my Ip¥e; and may the Father * of the 
Xiltherless protect you!" 

9 

• : Ellen quitted her parent in sorrow; Imt, de- 
pressed as were her spirits, she pursued the 



members. If, on the contrary, they should be destined 
to suffer the penalty of their errors-, it is humbly pre^ 
spmed, that they may. have made their peace with God| 
by fiuth and repentance. 

And this, admirable woman! is thy work. Who 
shall sufficiently speak thy praise? Thine own heait^ 
and the, approbation of thy God, is thine abundant re- 
ward. But, should this humble tribute to thy transcen- 
dant merit ever meet thine eye, disdain not to receive 
the meed of just praise from one whose heart has 
wanned in listenings to the account of the God-like pur- 
pose to wMdi thou appliest the weaUh ccmmHil^i to 
thy care. 



46 BtLEN. 

-path of duty and exertioii,*-^iid i^hen a (eHr 

days had elapsed, she prepared a parcel ai 

linen and money; and, taking Edwin and 

^Lucyi she once more bent her steps to her 

^rent's prison. She pursued this pirn fot 

some time^-but no hopes of her mother's eman« 

icipation beamed its light across her pensive 

"path. Her little school she beheld with grief 

• • • 

of heart, daily deereasingv — she was in arrears 
with her rent;^-and finding her industry and 
frugality inadequate to satisfy the demands 
that was daily presenting themselFes, sh& 
waited with patient but fearful expectation, 
the terrible moment which was to rob her of 
a home. Yet she toiled on-^and by this means, 
and parting piece by piece with the few decent 
' articles, which had been collected with so much 
difficulty, she contrived to keep from entirely 
sinking. She was aware her mother's pension 
would be due in a few weeks; and she deter- 
mined to try then if ike hard-hearted Green 
'old not accept a purt of the moneys and set 
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lier beloved mother at liberty. All erils ap« 
peared light compared with her imprkoDmeat. 

Sfrs* Wentworth was considering bow ikhe 
should obtain her pension; and one day, on 
looking from the casement of the room she inha- 
bited, she beheld in the yard allotted to the mate 
prisoners a countenance which seemed familiar 
to her. A moment's recollection told her, he 
was an officer she had known in America. She 
sent to request to' speak to him, and a mutual 
reeog^ition soon took place: she confided to 
kim ber difficulties, and he persuaded her to 
gnskt hiin a power of attorney, which would 
enable him to act in her place, since be merely 
came to Newgate to see an unlucky friend €on« 
fined within its walls* With the utmost appa«^ 
rent friendship, be entered into her feelings 
respecting heir children^ and joyed ber grief- 
stricken heart by telling her that b^ would 
teke the objects of ber most anxious care to his 
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Jiouse^ and be a parent to them till dbe was 
liberated herself. 

The pension was easily procured, and 
£lleny'with .her brother and sister, became a 
part of Mr. M'Nab's famjly, where they 
enjoyed more comfort, than they had for Bome 
time partaken. But it was of short duration. 
In little more than three months, Mr. M^Nab 
and his wife left England, to join the regiment 
fto which he belonged— -and the poor orphaiifi 
were cast upon, the wide world, without a 
home, without protection, with a one pound 
'note, and a long bill of expenses for board, 
clothes, &c. which accounted for the remainder 
of the pension. 

EHen, wjth an achipg heart, asked hem^lf, 
what was te be donef UnwiUing to add to %\^(b 
poignancy of her motherV feelingSf by in- 
forming . her of their destitute situation, she 
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determined on keeping the knowledge of it finom 
her as long as poaBible» and therefore directed 
her steps , in . search . of some place to shelter 
their (sarly sorrow. After pacing many a weary 
step, a garret, in a miserable house in , an 
obscure . part of Westminster, receired . them : 
it was dirty, and. the crazy, famiture scarcely 
hung' tc^ether; . but, schooled in adrersity^ 
these poor children had learnt to value small 
blessings; : and /when their - united, exertions 
had , made c the .hearth blaze, and placed a 
frugal :;portion on their humble , table, their 
innocent hearts offered |>rayer8 and thanks- 
giving to that. God, who promises. to protect 
the .fatherless ; and they retired to their pallet 
with placid minds. The moment the mcNrning 
dawned,.£llen left the business of their simple 
repast, to the manangement . of . Edwin and 
Lucy^ and went .hersdf in search of needle* 
work. In this manner did several weeks pass ; 
and Ellen, by unwearied industry, .the litde 
assistance procured firom.her brother and siste^. 
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and the strictest eobnosi^, contrived to keep 
lief femily fitmi absohile want Hbtj^ Weat« 
wortfa, ia the fieaa timei langaished ia her 
cpafiaeiaeDt; her mental powets aiakiagr Jbe- 
aeath the aagaish that preyed on her sfpal, 
incapacitated her from the exertion that would 
have aBsiflted those children, wbpse destuiy 
was the bitterest portion of her iftisery. . 

Foor Ellen drooped vndeir the fatigue, 
laixietjy .aad- deprivations she so .patientl]pi 
Ondured. One day, in returning ibonija w^^ie- 
house, whepe die ha4 collected a considcKable 
quantity of work, she felt faint, and leaned 
against the railings she passed for temponury 
S0|»poit« Her «pparel was mean, but |»er* 
fectly clean; and there was a certain, manner 
and appearance that ranked her aboye the 
idation to whldi she seemed to belong. Aladjr 
walking fdong the street, remarked this-r-an^ 
regarding h^r pale and emaciated cQuntenahoi^ 
with compassion asked, if she could be of scrnce? 



allem: %i 



A Mush of surprise «id grmdlade fmmi, orer 
Ellen's 4!iheAa, as she modetOf tbanked the 
kind straiig«r^-4it tiie sane Ins naing her 
pareel, she oMOtesied and nored on. Bat Wr 
stuength was exhaiMed— she sii^pgcre^* Mi 
would have fdlmi, hat Ibr the titteljr aid ef 
Mrs. Candoar» who^ deeply intefcsledy had: 
watched her MoreaieafB, and hastsnHl wow 
to her assislanoe. 

«< Alas! poor^dTefer;'' saidshe; "'nky dds 
hesilatfsa to aeespt assiMBiee ^ whkh ysn 
stand so mach ia need. Tel nse wheieyoa 
liTef— dwre m a-stand-of caaehsa done hj, aadl 
I wjllfroeiire ^ne to eon^ivy yon hsHK.^^^^ Ok! 
do not itaooUe yonmelfy nadam^" add EHcn; 
^ BPf home is near^'-<ind tf 1 do QOt intnidetDO 
modi, I will take Ae Ubefty of acsap tnig' jma 
hind nopport ts dio^loor.'^ 

Hia. Candoor insiBted on tddfl^ her pared, 
and a few minutes brought Ihem to the miaerabio 

]>2 



62 ELLEN. 

habitation owned by Ellen— who faultered out 
a ' wish/ that her apartment was fit for the 
reception of a lady to whom she was so much 
obliged. *f Do not regard its want of comfort, 
on my account, my dear," said Mrs. Can-* 
dour; ** If you permit me, I will accompany 
you^ when perhaps you will favor me with 
some account of yourself — for I am per* 
suaded you are not now in the situation to 
which you are entitled." Ellen sighed, as 
she led the way up the narrow half-broken 
staircase, to her humble dwelling, the door 
of which was a -jar: — Lucy was overheard 
chiding Edwin for not finishing his copy; 
adding, ** poor sister will be so tired when she 
comes home; but if we have done our tasks 
it will help to cheer her."— « Oh! Lucy," said 
Edwin, in reply, ** what use is my writing, it 
will not help Ellen, and it will not bring 
dear mamma out of prison: — ^but if I could 
do something for their good— oh! if I were 
tbig." :" 
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Mrs* Candour had atopped at the door 
• wliHe this little dialogue passed^ and the 
humid eyes of Ellen betrayed how she felt 
it. They now softly entered the room, and 
beheld Lucy's little fingers busily plying the 
Tieedle; — Edwin's copy lay unfinished on the 
table before him, while he was sitting listless 
and dejected* Both ran £»rwiird to meet 
Ellen. Mrs. Candour drew bkck ; and Lucy 
holding up her work, joyfully exclaimed, that 
her task was done. ** Mine is not,*'' said 
Edwin, sorrowfully; — ** but don*t be angry, 
dear aister; indeed! would work ^ery hard, 
if it would help you, but I have no heart to 
write, and all that, when I see you toiling till 
you are ill — Oh! if" — ^He suddenly stopped, for 
he saw die stranger. 

Thank this kind lady, ray dears, said Ellen, 
^ I beliere she saved me from fiEiinting*" — 
^ Dear Ellen," returned Edwin, looking anxi* 
ously in her face, ** hare you indeed been so 
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iUt«-Oh! yoir take too much fatiguey— ^u'H 
diCf and then what will became of us aU/' 
Sobs stopt his utterance. Lucy, in the mean 
time, placed her stool at Mrs. Candour's- feet, 
and kneeling on it, said^ ** I will lore you." 

Mrs* Candour felt much aiTected. The 

misery of the place, and the manners of tha 

children, so widely differed, that she was 

impatient to know by what means they were 

90 reduced. Their youth, and apparent want 

of protection, excited her sjrmpathy ; and Ap 

resolired to exert herself to the extent c£ her. 

limited power to benefit them. She caressed 

little Lucy — and told Edwin he was an afiec*. 

tionate boy ; but that, if he really, wished to^ 

afford satisfaction to his friends, he Would net 

neglect his education, since by acquiring 

knowledge, he might at a future period "^ 

aggrandize both himself and his family. ^''If- 

I thought so," said Edwin, his countenanipe^ 

brightening at the idea/—" Oh I if I thought F. 
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coold be an officer, like papa, I would bardly 
deep for learning my lessons." Mrs. Candour 
amiled at his energy; bat sighed as the 
conviction forced itself on her mind, (bat in 
the yonng sufferers, she beheld the orphan 
children of an officer. — ** Well, Edwin," said 
she, after a moment's silence, ** will you ,be my 
beau in a walk?— I hope your sister will spare 
yea— -I promise you shall soon return." Ellen 
besitatiDgly gave her consent; for, with in* 
luifiye quickness, she saw through the kind 
mothre that dictated it. Edwin hastily brushed 
hia worn-out apparel, and was ready with his 
hat in a few minutes. 

On Aeir return Mrs. Candour produced 
0ome refresliment, saying, that as she had an 
hour or two to spare, she proposed disfing 
widi heir bow acquaintance, and dierefore had 
taken the liberty of becoming cateifer. " And 
now, my' defo*,'' added ■he,.<< if the retrospect 
be not too painful, I wish to hear your history t 
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— «come,'sit down, refresh your weakened spirits 
with a little wine/'— Ellen's heart was full; 
4>at she rallied her spirits, and with affecting 
simplicity^ told her melancholy tale. Mrs. 
Candour listened with astonishment, while 
tears of genuine feeling flowed from her eyeis. 
EHen modestly forebore to dwell on the merits 
of her own magnanimous conduct; yet Mrs. 
Caindour felt it difficult to determine, whether 
admiration, or surprise, was the most predomi- 
nant sensation excited in her mind. The 
fortitude displayed by so young and delicate 
a- female, — ^the yarious efforts she had made 
to oyercome the severity of her fortune,— -and 
her uniform steadiness, — ^were contemplated 
with wonder, by this lady; — and she quitted 
the interesting girl, and her. little companions, 
with the most enthusiastic feelings of regard, 
telling Edwin to take care. of his sister; she 
gladdened their hearts by promising to risit 
their mother, and endeavor, to procure, her 
liberty. 
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Mrs. 'Candour's heart was the seat of 
beneyolence, but limited in circnmstances, it 
was not in her power to follow its' dictates. 
She however appealed to the humanity of such 
of her acquaintance, who she thought likely 
to assist her yiews; and was so happy as to 
procure a few pounds, which she felt would 
at least relieye the immediate wants of the 
poor sufferers, and mitigate the toib of Ellen, 
till by rest and nourishment, her strength was 
in some degree restored. 

Mrs. Weutworth was in a state of mind 
not to be described; since Ellen, (unable to 
procure even sufficient sustenance for her 
young charge, found it impossible to supply 
her mother with money — and equally arerse 
to Yisiting her, without carrying the ae- 
customed tribute of industry and filial 
aflfecdon, or to acquaint her with the dread- 
ful situation to which they were now re- 
duced,) had refrained from going to Newgate 

D 3 
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for a week^ preTious to fier meetiDg^ with 
Mrs. CandoHFy and the sorroviiig parent* had' 
UTOught her mind to the highest pitch of* 
phraixy at the probable fate of her chQdreti :— • 
wheiiy therefore, she was relieved by die con-^ 
soling assurances of Mrs. Candour, she lost 
all sense of present evil, in the transporting^ 
idea that the objects of her tenderest affection 
were safe. As she listened to the account of 
the unfeeling manner in which M^Nab had left 
them, and the struggles poor Ellen (anxious to 
conceal from her mother their increasing di»* 
tfess) had made for the support of the family, she 
shed tears of agony^ and expatiated with all a 
mother*)) pride and love, on the uniform amiable 
conduct of that magnanimous girl, through 
all the severe trials she had met, reflecting 
bitterly on her own want of fortitude, which 
bad been the original cause of all their misery, 
and which still rendered her mind so inert, that 
<«'ven in her present situation, she had owed, 
all her little comforts to the efforts of her 
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tog^Iic child, in place of exeiting heraelf to 
tmiet in those toils, that might bare spared 
hef from at least a piM of her sufferiiiga. 
<* Oh! madam/' coatinaed she, ** you hxm 
beeu her gaardiaa angel ;—Tbnt for your gene* 
Tons assistance she might — eternal Proyidenoel 
^— my children might have fifdlen a sacrifice 
to absolute want Merciful God! I thank 
thee for the relief thou hast, roachsafedi 
through this kind, this beneyolent being.— *0h ! 
madam, may these tears which flow from a 
heart penetrate^^fl^ your goodness*— with the 
prayem and blessings of a hapless mother, be 
registered on high; and may their recorded 
reward yon seven-fold." 

lifes. Candour was affected by these eino-^ 
tions; but gently soothing the agitated spirit 
that gave birth to them, she endeavored to 
consult her nponthe plans best to pursue; — and 
it was determined, in the first instance, to make 
an aplpeal to the public. 
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Ellen, in the mean time steddily- adhered 
to her* ittdnstridus system; but, encouraged by 
Afrs* Candour, to look forward with hope to a 
termination of Mrs. Wentworth's imprisonment, 
and . nourished with better food than she had 
for some time been accustommed to, her labour 
was pursued with comparative ease and cheer* 
fulness. Though the appeal was answered by 
the receipt of some pounds, which assisted 
in giving temporary relief, still neither 
Mrs. Candour's wishes . or expectations were 
satisfied— she had hoped to influence some 
active generous mind to embark . in Mrs. 
Wentworth's cause, as she would have done 
herself, if her power had been equal to her good 
wishes; but though all listened to the tale 
wjth intercity and readily contributed their 
mite> none, appeared to* second Mrs. Candour's 
ideas; some really had not the means of et^r« 
tion, while 4>therB were unwilling to involve 
themselves in so inuch trouble. . ', 
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Mrs. Candoar was' at a loss what steps 
next to take, .that were likely to be of essential 
service to a fliniily» fot whom she felt the 
warmest sentiments of pity and regard. 
Hitherto Mrs. Wentworth had avoided making 

any application to Sir Henry Colville, in the 

» 

fear of injuring her son's prospects. Mra. Can* 
dour,* however, hearing him spoken of as an 
estimable character, resolved to communicate 
to him the distressed state of the family; she; 
accordingly, wrote a note, briefly purporting 
that a lady, who had not the honor of his ao 
quaintance, was desirous of the privilege of a 
private conversation; that she had taken the 
liberty of waiting upon him for that purpose ; 
and, if he were at leisure, would-be glad to be 
admitted. Sir< Henry Colville's compliments 
waited upon the lady, and would be happy in 
the honor of the proposed interview. Mrs. 
Candour introduced, herself with the eacfe and 
modesty of a' wisll-bred woman, and immedi- 
ately entered upon the subject of her visit; 
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finding, as she proceeded, that Sir Henry lis- 
tened with attention and evident marks of fed» 
ing, shd descanted at large upon all the suffer-^ 
ings, and, above all, upon the exemplary can* 
dnct of Ellen, avowing her hop^, that Sir 
H<^nry would use his influence to. restore the 
unhappy parent to the bosom of her family; 
and assist in establishing then! in some resped* 
table line^ where, assisted by prudence, they 
might not again be subjected to such terrible 
reverse of fortune. 

Sir Henry replied, that he had once beeti 
the intimate friend of Captain Wentw6rth, and 
had too g^eat a regard for his memory, (though 
they had not metfot many years) to hear, un-^ 
moved, so affecting an account of his family—^ 
and that he had every inclination to assist them; 
but confessed his surprise, that Mrs. Wentworth, 
knowing the (Hendship that had subsisted be- 
tween him and her husband, had not applied 
^o him before she suffered herself to be reduced 
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to Bach extremity; particulerly an she bad, 
independent of such a connideration, a claim 
upon him as godfather to her boy, for whom he 
bad bound himself to provide. 
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It was, Sir Henry/' said Vbnu Candour, 
tliat very circumstance that prevented Mrs» 
iJi^entwovth acquainting you with the mehm- 
choly situatioii to which she was reduced;—- 
•xtreme delicacy made her dread the idea of 
l>eing intrusive; — she justly thought that the 
fitting out Edwin for the military academy, 
would be attended with considerable trouble 
and expense, and that she had no right to 
become a fiurdier tax upon your generosity; — 
and finding herself continually overwhelmed 
with affliction and penury, ever since her 
arrival in England, she foreborti even ta 
acquaint you widi the kes she had sustained 
by the deadi of her excellanft hnsbnnd^^'.^ 
^ Welt,*' letomed Sir Henry, 'tis ittpeanble 
always to enter iirto anedm pcnoa's ieding^ 
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but Mre. Ifentworth appears tq me to hare 

• • • 

acted utider a very false idea of delicacy, and- 
by the imbecility of her mind has exposed 

• • • » 

herself and family to great and needless 

sufferinjrg; but with the exalted character of 

her daughter I am perfectly charniedy and am 

impatient to be introduced to a young creature, 

capable of such magnanimous conduct. May 

I presume to ask, madam, if you have been 

long the friend of (he family f'' Mrs. Candour 

' . • • • 

related the manner in which the acquaintance 

had commenced, and the steps she had taken 
in consequence: a gleam of approbation illu- 
mined the expressive countenance of Sir 
Henry — and kindly taking the hand of Mrs. 
Candour, he said, ^ such characters as your's, 
dear madam, are not often met; I hope we 
shall be better acquainted. I should feel 
proud of deserving a place in your regard. 
In the mean time I will arrange matters as 
speedily as possible, and hope in a day or 
two' to have it in my power to wait upon 
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ybii with good tidings. But I have a great 
desire to see this interesting girl; and if oot 
iotradiiig too much upon yoar*time» I should 
€eel gratified by your accompanying me to heir 
lodging/' Mrs. Candour was pleased with the 
proposal ; and they directly set out together. 

Sir Henry ColWIIe was no common charae« 
ier;— -married at an early period of life to a 
very beautiful woman, he enjoyed for ten 
years much domestic happiness. A few 
months previous to his introduction to Mrs.' 
Cdndour, had witnessed the death of Lady 
Colville, leaving Sir Henry a sincere mourner, 
ipfrith the serious charge of four helpless little 
ones, to whom he felt he could very ill supply 
the'place of a mother. He was about two«and- 
thirty, of a commanding figure, and prepossess* 
ing countenance. Arrived at .the hovel which 
sheltered the children of sorrow^ to whom 
the benevolent exertions of this amiable man 
was! about to bring peace and comfort-— he 
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waited at thd top of the miserable stair, whHe 
Mr0« Candour went forward to annoul^ce a 
visitor. The little g^up were seated round 
the table, Ellen busily plying her needle^ 
Lucy trying to assist her, and Edwib reading 
aloud^— -the subject was the history of England; 
at the end of every page he exacted an account 
of its contents from Ellen; and listened yery 
attentively to her explanation of what waa 
above his comprehension. The good sense of 
bet remarks, and the moral she drew from 
the circumstances recorded in that day's l^sson^ 
delighted Sir Henry; and he made a signd 
for Mrs. Candour to indulge him a little lonjget 
'ere she disturbed her young friends. They^ 
unconscious of observation, persevered in their 
occupations, until Ellen rising, said, ** my taA 
is finished, and I must go home with it"-^ 
*^ Cannot I carry the parcel? " asked Edwin.— ^ 
** No, my love, I must go myself," returned 
Ellen; ** and you can be much better employed 
in settidg a copy for Lucy, and practisitfg your 
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own aritliBietic Yob knoir, EdviB, our kimi 
friend g^Fos ns hopes tliat our beloved tmoAttt 
Will soon join as; and think how delightfol it 
will be to find that, daring her abaenceyOor tiflM 
has not been passed nn^oitabljr.'* 

Mrs. Candour seeing that Ellen was nearly 
prepared for her walk, now adranced, and 
was reoeired with gratefid pleasure^ ^ Icome, 
my deitta^ said she, to hmg you happines»i«i» 
Sw Heury ColriHe is here to. confirm ny 
aasprance." — ^He eam^ fimrar^ and. with m 
mingled sesisatioB of admiration^ pity, ani 
^flection, saluted the sweet children, EUen 
eonrtesied with modesty, and with an air of 
graceful dignity offered the best seat her 
wvetehed apartment aflforded. ^ This good 
bidy/' said Sir Henry, has ittformed me, young 
Ifidy, of your meritorious conduct in die trying 
aitoatkms to which your yonth has been ex* 
poned; her detail excited an interest in my 
heart, wUdi is not lemoned by my prosent 
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yisit: — ^rely upon my beat exertions. In the 
interim you must remove to a better habita- 
tion; this hovel does not suit the children of 
my late esteemed friend. Come, my little 
godson, help your sisters to prepare for their 
departure; and I will send for you in an hour 
of two. 



EUeA was silent; — a variety of emotions 
occupied her thoughts, and took from her 
all power of utterance; — but as Sir Henry 
was quitting the room, she rushed forward, 
and in a hesitating voice, exclaimed — ^* My 
mothier"-^— << shall be taken care of, and soon 
restored to the fond attentions of her deserving 
chfld.'* — Ellen' clasped her hands, but could 
give no utterance to the blessings which 
swelled in her heart, and hovered on her lips; 
and 'ere she could even look her thanks, Sir 
Henry was gone, and with him Mrs. Candour. 
Silence prevailed for a moinent among the 
youthful group.' 'Ellen seemed immoveable—- 



ELLEN. 69 

and her litde brother and sister, scarcely know- 
ing how to comprehend what they had wit- 
nessed, in broken accents begged her not to 
cry, for that they were sure the gentleman 
would soon come back and bring mamma. 

Poor Ellen had been too long in the habit 
of controuling her feelings, not now to make 
the effort. She tenderly embraced her consolers, 
and directing them to follow her example, 
knelt down to pour out her ardent thanks to 
diat power, who is the widow's stay — ^the or- 
phan's firiend*<-and who had mercifully enabled 
her to experience the hope she now cherished 
of future peace;— then rising from her devotion, 
with the smile and the feelings of. a cherub, 
she gave the charge of collecting their Jittle 
all, to her companions. — ** Sir Henry," said she, 
** said he was to be here in about an hour; 
we have been wont to do much in that time, 
dearest children, and though likely now to 
prove a happy change of fortune, we must not 
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Jbrget dial we iiare still duties io .perform. This 
work was entrusted to me, and I promw^ to 
xetum it in a given time->-I shall not be loDg 
ia going." Ellen accordingly n^ent throiq^ 
what she conceived her.duty;—-and, with the 
price bestowed on her industry, she next 
directed her steps to her landlady's apartment 
-—thanked her for her kind assistance inhaijbg 
so lofl^ procured her work — mentioned Aat 
Providence had raised unexpected friends, by 
whose kindness the prospects of hersdf and 
Atfnily were likely to experience a very favo- 
rable chatige-— begged to pay «p her week's 
lodging— ^and eSer a small present to the 
poor liltle children of ihe house. She had 
j«st Doraideted Ana anangiemen^ when Sir 
Hetty cameiii person to fetch them;— ««oadi 
i|iiickly conveyed them to their new iiidl»tittion9 
which formed' a strScmg 4ioMteaA to &e me 
Atj had lately occnpied. Seatd in a neat 
yarliDiir, Sk Hienry exlioifted the amiable Elien 
to oontinve to peribrm her dbty in ibe sane 
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exemplary manner she had eyer done— and 
promiaed.to use his utmost eodeaTors to gratify 
her every, wish. *• I perceiTe/' added he» 
glancing at her dress-^* yon require an ad<« 
dition to your wardrobe. Mrs. Candour will 
assist you in choosing what is requisite ; and 
the contents of this purse will be your re* 
sottTce unjtil yeu hear from me again. I hope 
wben next we meet I shall be able to make 
my visit douUy welcome, by the presence of 
yoar rnother."— ^'Oh! Sir,"* said Ellen— «< hoiT 
can we ahqw our gratitude ! — my heart leaps 
fiyrwurd to thank yoo-^-but I can oommand no 
wovds expressive 9f all I would say.'*— <*I 
want no thanks/' replied Sir Henry, «To rs« 
i|rard ▼irtnc, Kke yanr's» sweet g^, appio ach t n 
ao near ta supreme happiness, Aat, prrimpst 
1 ahotdd be Ae smst gnitefid of the two. I 
liiawr^ eooliaaed this excellent man, that yen 
sore innpatient to make your omtiier a Aver 
in your pceoent feelings; boC go not again to 
Ose poDatel pl a cs^ whick now impriaiM Wr< 
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I grieve, that one so young, should have even 
formed an idea of a scene of iniquity ad ab- 
horrent* Mrs, Wentworth will accept me as 
your substitute, till I can procure her release ; 
and now adorn that sweet countenance with 
smiles of joy — and prepare to welcpme Mrs. 
Cahdour to dinner/'; — Ellen smiled through 
her tears ; and, catching Sir Henty's hand, 
as be extended it to ring the bell,. she, fer- 
vently pressed it to her lips, and breathed 
a prayer for the heart's peace of its owner; — but 
an innate . purity of mind made her suddenly 

* * 

recollect, that , this uncontroulable inipulise 
might .make her appear forward and pre- 
suinptuous,-H9he hastily dropped the hand, 
covered with blushing confusion. Sir H^nry 
gazed at her with admiration, but without 
appearing to notice her :embarrassnient ; — « 
gave the necessary orders to the servant who 
attended, and. took leave of his young charge, 
with increased warmth of feeling. . Mrs. 
.Candour arrived . at Jhe appointed . honTi and 



gave additional joy to b^r yottng friends, by 
telling tbem tb^ «he -lad afforded thei^ 
mother Ae consolation she so mii«h required. 

• • • 

♦ * * * » 

Sir .Henry iogt bo tiibe in performing hii 
pnmke. He visited Afrs^ WVntworth, learned 
iroBi her the ext^t '4>( her d^bti^ and Wai 
fhocked! at? the power wbitsh could coniine a 
geadewomany and' thie widow of ati officer, 
yHio hkd> fougbt the bfMitles of his country, 
iii 9uch a {Am^ as Newgate, and for so long 
a period, for tile' eonisideratiiO of so paltry a 
san as ^hgse debts amounted to ' altogetben 
He, however, soon obtained her release, and 
Miiveyed her to her fond expecting children. 
tlief ddight die experienced in seeing them 
«0 neady .clad^ and so happily sittiated, waft 
i|Db Ofiefp«iweritig fbr the weakened ntate of 
lier feelingsj and she fainted 2 r«Bi^rativM> 
adttinSstered by filiat afled;i(»i, soon T^co^ered 
hH; flttd she lo(4ed rolmd widi such senskiow 
as a mother only, in anch a situatii|h odoMfeel. 
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' Sir Heory next took measures, for prese- 
cutittg and makibg .itn exampfe of tbe wretch 
Green. He placed his little godson at a school 
of eminence^ to prepare him for college,-— took 
a beautiful, cottage vin, the neighbourhood of 
Richmond, — and having famished it ia a neat 
and shnple style, removed thither the mother and 
daughteiB,^— where Mrs. Wentworth, enjc^ing 
that p^ace to which she hf|d been^long a stran- 
ger, gradually recovered her former tone. of 
niindi and beicame the support and bles($ing to 
her fsimily, she was wont to be, We afflictioQ*i 

4 

heavy hand destroyed her reasoning powers. 

The same generous being .who, wadi tbe 
bJediing of Almighty Providenee had )tesiU«ei 
this first faculty of the human mind, increased 
the .value of all his other gifts, by affordiag 
JBilen the means of becoming as emineni ia 
every feminine, and elegant accompIishaieiit# 
as she had hitherto been in fortitude and 
magnanimity of character* 
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One day iitukt Sir Henry paid' a vkit to the 
'<otta^, Ellen ahewed him some drawinga, &c* 
&C. that he might judg^ of her progrets, and 
diat she might obtain the dearett reward of 
ber efforts to excel—his praise. She expfeawd 
tier gratitude with her wonted energy f and 
wished it was in her power to afford a better 
testimony «of her feelings than mere words. 
Sir Henry took her hand— «' Til tell yon, 
amiable girl," said he, **how you can repay 
any good I have bestowed, t«nfold/*-^**Oh I 
tell me," cried Ellen, '^only let not the test 
be too easy."-^' Take, then, my Httle orphans 
under yonr care;*-cammunicate to them your 
own knowledge; ^- teach them lessons of 
wisdom, fiNrtitude, meek»iess, patience ;r*teach 
^lem 'not only the theory of virtue, but your 
own, I had almost said, divine practise;--. 
,mh§m them the bright path you have chosen, 
-.-and entice thcsn to follow yoor steps^^.^)!^! 
.^len, make them but like yourself and ^\^ 

E 2 
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fieUher will Mess you to the latest hoar ol^liui 
existencey and revere yoa next to his God!'* 

Ellen astonished, affected, yet abashed, by 
soch unqualiJfiedpraise,'Gol]ld only utter, **send 

V 

them to me; and, if I cannot perfiMm all your 
generous partiality believes, I will at- least ad 
unweariedly and conscientiously. 4 1. will re* 
meipber that they are the obildr^n of my 
liest earthly friend; and 1 will- pray to oof 
heavenly 'Father to make them 'good for tl|eir 
earthly fathers siike."-^** I cannot send them 
firom me, 'Ellen, they are my dearest ccmfovt; 
but ,yOu mnst add to that cc9nfort,aiid assist 
them in making my home delighfal,— ^u 
iiiast come«— to them." Ellen looked sa if udt 
clearly comprehending him. — **. Ellen,'' con* 
tinued Sir Henry, ^^ I once thought no induce* 
ment could make me give my children a 
second mothel*; but since I have known yon^ 
I have become anxious to change my opini<Hi: 
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and now nil my hopes of woridlj hapfimemf 
mad my children's wdfinre» depend npon yon* 
Say, sweet girl, nt yonr cnriy nge^ m diere 
any feeling that* will indnco yon to oom- 
passionaie the jhlher and children; and Ibr 
Aeir nkes, taloe npon yomaelf sock weig h ty 
barest"— Ellen conld not snppms her ennitisnf 
Imt at lengA^intteied oilt— *«Oh! ISMrBbnry^ 
of what consequence docs yonr gooAiesi wmke 
yonr poor Ellen ! — ^If indeed the posse srion of 
myinngnificant self^ can aftnd yon half the 
I(li|i^jness you so flatteringly anticipaiey how 
honored shall I feel to devote erery hoar of my 
exmtence, in studying yonr slightest wishes." 

It is scarcely necessary to add, diat MiC 
Wentw<nrth gave a joyful consent to the exal- 
tation of lier beloved child— or that Ellen, with 
innate modesty and goodness, was alike the 
interesting bride, and amiable wife, — the 
charm of her excellent husband's life, — the 
object of reverence and love to his children. 
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*^o whom she was at once the qM>rtiTe 
companion^ the Taliiable instructress, and the 
judicious friend— and the never-failing delight 
of A select circle of estimable acquaintance, 
among the first of whom Mrs. Candour was 
considered. By her adWce and example her 
sister grew up the beloved and admired 
acquisition to society; and her brother was, 
through Sir Henry's influence, rapidly ad« 
vanced in his military career; and through 
the various events of his life did ample cre^ 
dit to the mind that had early guided him. 

Mrs, Wentworth iived to a good old age ;— • 
and then sunk into the grave, rejoicing in the 
race she had run. 



THE END. 
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^ma (9mp^2TiB<» 
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vma (BAipva^TiBo 



It waB aboot vudaight, towaid the close of 
Avgiistytiiat die yoodifiil Edwaid approttehedl, 
witk caatioiis .steps, die splendid mansioB of 
ike Earl of BlessiogtoD, which, situated on Ae 
Jbtovr of a hdl, comasaiided an emtensive pros- 
pect of the enchanting scenery in the n<^«. 
booihiood of Stilling. The night way nuld^ 
and all natore seened to sleep in peace. . The 
wild Tose Kreathed its sweetness thnn^ the 
^9ft air, — the birch tPecs mingled. Aeir fta- 
gnace^ and wept m hahny dsw^-the ^ ^wen 
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#f night'' walked in all her brightnessy and 
shedding her silvery light, spread a serenity 
over every object; yet Edward's heart fek 
not in unison with the calm around him;— 
and, as he slowly walked up the gentle ascent, 
(which winding through a beautiful shrubbery) 
led to Blessington Lodge, the bitter reflection 
that it waisr, perhaps, flie last time he should 
behold those well-known objects, agonized 
his mind; and, seating himself beneath the 
shadowing branches of a spreading oak — he, 
tor a time, gave vent to his oppressed feelings. 
A vista between the trees disjJayed the Fortii 
meandaring with placid dignity, in such vari^ 
ous and frequent turns, that, as if unwiUiag fo 
leave the extensive and fertile plains it wtkterei^ 
it appeared to make an {effort to prolong its 
i^tay by lenfgftheniog its course. The ruinous 
tourer, of the Abbey' of Cambuskenn^tb, 
sdem^ed nearly insulated by the windings of 
this river,' and presented a picturesque ap- 
leMranee;* while' the sails of fhe passttt^^ 
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▼esselsy whitened by the beims of ihh mo&o^ 
heij^feited the effect of the l«iid0Cflpe» and 
formed altogedittr'that sort of intereitiiig icene 
which, while it ■oftens tbe.MKjdened hearty 
elevates the miikd U} the Creator of all things 
aod inspiies if with |i portion of that itoag tfani^ 
mity» which end^les paoitaU to meet the ills of 
life with a ccartaio degree of foftitade. £d^ 
ward gazed at the: lovely scenery. To^mokv 
rowy thought he, &h! to-morrow, my mwilliiig 
atefMB wiH. convey me far ' hence;—* and, each 
GCucceedisig minute will increase the distance^ 
till the eiqpamliiig oeean ^eparateiSi me from 
all I' bold dear in eiLJsQ^Qce. Yes, beauteous 
Mary, I leave, thee to^ my happy .rival* , Hie 
wealth, his power, will enable .thee to shine 
with additional lustre in the bright sphere of 
rank, thou art formed te adoru,— exacted, 
alas! far exalted above my hdpes« M/pren 
sumptttoas passion shall never .-more offead 
thee, or betniy the geaer^os c^aidence with 
which thy father has^erer hiHiored me. I will 
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adore thee, angelic maid; in mleoce, ajid 
Aesvor ,to ftootbe BiythDobbing breast, by di« 
McoHectidn of o«r early attachiiiBiit. i**Ohl 
enmble days, too soon vanish^, iittA^eime* 
ibinks too l^tly prized/' wben» onconiciotta 
^ tbe difference of rank, we knew bot doe 
will ; otip ideas sprtn^ng, as it were^ from one 
sottt: — i^etioB tben twined oar hands anieV^ 
childish' difeniow, ^bilo syffipatby asspcMledl 
lis in alt cur- ptunsiHts/ abd seeiiied etien ta 
render oinr taste and oarimprpvements mofti}ati» 
op-Deligfatfttl honrsi-p-and must I now part; 
^ifkapsy for evfr, from tbe sweet shiver '- <if 
Aose boars l*^nHist I resig«n 4o anodierr the 
pare^ the eatiaptttr^d task^ ot confribatini^ to 

berhappi&ess! - * . ^ ^ 

• ■ 

A ftdt tiew of like Lodge' now offered 
itselfyr-and EdWafyl fancied be beard a wiiidow 
gently elose; -^ he turned his ^yes; aS; th« 
sound dkeeied bka^ 4iad ^ feint light g^a^sed 
through- tlie curtains • of 'Ltkdy- t^y Stew«rt'«r 
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«lia]n1»er wiudoair — ** Ah! dearest object of mj 
tcndereBt thooghts, ejaculated the fond yontl^ 
"why art thoa watching. at this hite hoort-^fa 
jt^the beauty of the night. that has witbdmwn 
thy eonteoiplatiire mind fipom iti wtontadva^ 
|MiBe(— or (oh! transporting idea) has the bap*- 
-less Edward any share in thy meditations!*^ 
Yes, amiable griH, thy gentle nftare, will ex- 
perience a pang at parting with the eooipanion 
of thy jnrenile yean, bnt it wiH be devoid of 
the poignant sting which agitates his bosom.*^ 
•«*«With folded arms, he watched the iOmiined 
window. ^ Sleep on, sweet ssaid,^ sighM'het 
.^^-may angels goard thee, and scatter roses d£- 
.vested of their thorns^ in all Ay paths. The 
night will nerer steal on Edwaid, or the 
morning dawn, without a prayer to nature's 
' Attdior fivr thy heart's peace." 

r 
m i * » • 

■ • • * 

Edward turned slowly away, and wan* 
dered orer every walk, where he had often 
ranged with Lady Maiy m dl the happy con- 
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fidence and boundleas delight of childhood; 
scarcely a spot bat seemed sacred from some 
ehddaring recollection. He took, a silent bnt 
impressive farewel.of each; — and the momti^ 
dawfaed upon his melancholy occupationy 'ere 
he thought of returning homeV to seek the 
repose necessary to prepare him'fcHr his pro- 
jected journey, 

Edward Douglas was on the ^ eye of en- 
tering his military career]^ he was the son 
of a minister near Stiriing,. a niaii of worth 
and probity, who at an. earfy period of his 
life had been tutor to the Earl of Blessingtoit. 
He owed his present livjng to that nobleman, 
and held it as a mark of respect and . egteem. 
The Manse* being contiguoufi to Blessington 
Lodge, Mr. Douglas and his family were 
frequent guests there. Edward had the mis- 



* Parsonage Hooie. 
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fwtane to lose hii modier 'ere be had emerged 
from the stoge of infimejr, and the Earl had 
him removed ftom hk diatresaed father, to the 
aursery of hia own family, where he waa taken 
good care of, and eontinaed to thrire mmomg 
hia little lord and lady compuiiona. The 
sapling promised fiiir;— and when the blea« 
soma it bore, began to expand, there waa 
so much to adniire-*4iat little Edward'a do- 
cility — ^his generosity — and the aoperior degree 
of intellect he OTinced,— -became favorite topics, 
with the excellent Earl of Blessington. Not 
SO her Ladyahipx-HBhe had always considered 
Edward sis an interloper in her family, — and 
proiid, overbearing, and haughtily tenacious 
of the distinctions of rank, she treated the 
idea of . bringing np an EarFs son, and that 
of a country clergyman together,— -(witli*^ 
bat making the latter fidly sensible of the 
vast diftereace there most ever exiat be- 
tween them — and, in cenaeqnence exacting a 
dMEerence^ almost amoonting to servility) as 
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V 

the mo«t absurd thbg' id nature, ami ridicilM 
it with such piNiUed rudenesB, eren in th^ 
]Nr^8ebM of lln Douglasy that he visited the 
Lodge as seldom as possible, and felt fre^ 
quently tempted to take hib son home;-«-*biit 
respect for the Earl -^who 'constantly expressed 
an anxious wirii to educate lEdward with his 
own boys— ^prevented) his persevering in his 
intentions; and he contented liiauielf, with a 
general superintendience and occasional assist* 
ance in die various studies they pursued. 

iiOrd Lennox Stewart, the Earl's eldest son, 
early discovered an imperious disposition ; and 
Lady Catherine too nearly resembled him. 
Both, encouraged by their moither, frequently 
raised the resentment of Edward's indepen- 
dent spirit, by .taunts on his'humble birth, and 
by pointmg the envenomed shafts of ridiode 
flftliis clerical father, (as they termed him) for 
his assurance, in attempting to place his boy 
on li level widi th6ni.«~£ve& though a chikii 
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the glow ) of indignation woiild pass over 
Edward's cheek ;-*4nid, while hia little heart 
swelled with anger, he boldly asserted his 
rights Yet, soothed by the caresses of the 
£arl, and his two youngest children, with the 
happy fiicility of childhood^ he soon forgot his 
reseijtnieiit and its cause. 

2iOrd Batfour Stewart was an amiable and 

interesitng boy, and Lady ifary, with the beauty 

^ a cherub,' possessed the dispositions -of on^ 

4<md of each other, and equally so of Iklward. 

They linked together in the strictest nnlty^ 

nor was it possible for any attempt Lady 

Blessington made, to break the chain that 

boond their affections. When 'the Earl wall 

near^ they fearlessly pursued ^ their- amused 

• . • 

ments, or their lessons together;- but, in hit 

absence, injudicious punishments^ and harsh 
expressions^ obliged them to check their in- 
clinations, and taught them early lessons of 
dissimulation. - . 
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Edward^flT high splHt inereated with bit 
yeaift; and^ unable to rapport the illiberal 
remarks of the Coimte«s, he requested the 
Earl's permission to reside with his fiither. 
That nobleman^ grieved at the division that 
had taken place in his family^ thought it best 
to conciliate matters by placing Edward witb 
Balfoar at a pablic school. He consulted 
Mr. Douglas, and ithte^ result was ao immediate 
prepahitiiDn for the departure of the twe 
jfoutbs. The day they were to part, fropi 
,thek friends soon arrived ; — «'they rose witb 
ihe sun, and, accompanied by tb^ir lovely 
companion, wandered to a favorite part of 
the domains, where witb heaving hearts, they 
settled their future correspondence, and ex- 
changped their litUe gande de sein'i:' *^ Look) 
dear Lady Mary/' said Edward^ << I begged 
from the gardener a strip of the beautiful wbit^ 
rose tree, you admired so much in the summer. 
I have planted it close to the turf seat, because 
we used to delight in sitting there together; 
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and see, I have placed a red rose phtit on 
each side— I hope they will grow;— for I 
think the white rose Bn emhlem of your beauty 
and innocence; and when the red rose trees 
spread their braaches, they will mingle with 
the white and shelter and protect it, as Balfour 
and t would do by yoa/*— Mary's eyes filled 
with tears, as she gave a hand to etfldi of her 
young champions, ^< 1 will cherish these rose 
trees," said she, ** dear Eldward, for your sake. 
My moraittg and evening walk shall extend 
to them — ^my hand shall dear the weeds 
around them, and weave their' branches ^ 
you wish/* 



A summons to breakfast interrupted 
affectionante intercourse of juvenile friend* 
ship ; and the travellers soon after commenced 
their journey, accompanied by Mr. I>ouglas. 

Though Lady Blessmgton had not exaedy 
succeeded in her wiA of discarding Edward, 
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she W9i pleased at bis being out of the boose. 
She twed little for Balfour^ while her darling 
continued with her; but she very soon hsid to 
reconcile her mind to parting with him also^ 
since, though the Earl in <?o»ipii8sk>a to 
Edward's feelings, aiid from the dissimilarity 
in the dispositions of. his two sons, had not 
plaiceil them at the same school ;* he saw the 
necessity ofi^embving Lord Lennox from his 
mother^ and lost no time in elBTecting thi^'sepa* 
Action* Lady .Blessington remonstrated — bbl 
her Lord w)as £rm. Thus filetted and chagprinedj 
rile could only vient her ill humour oii Lady 
Mary, who bore it without complaint. She 
was seldom permitted to go out with the 
Countess, and never appeared before her with- 
out a reprimand, for some fancied feult; while 
Lady Catherine, at once the pride ahd darling 
of lier mother, accompanied her ev^ery where» 
and assumed all the importance of the woman, 
before the reins of tfae^hild should liave been 
thrown aside. -» Fortunately foir Lady Mary, 
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her excellent SsAer had provided a goveraeai, 
whose elegant aecomplishnienta excited adhu^ 
ration, and iirhoBe piety and virtue created 
respect. — Her popil improved dail j under her 
tuition, and became all a ibnd parent coold 
wish. 

Lord Lennox, Balfour, and Edward, spent 
the vacation at the Lodg^; and the Earl4Uid 
Mr. Douglas were pleased with the progreai 
they made in their education. 

As they approached to manhood, Edward\i 
friendship for Lady Mary bespoke a tenderer 
sentiment than he was himself alvare of; nor 
could he define .the nature of his feelings, till 
he beheld her the object of universal attrae* 
tion. It was then he, for the first time, took 
liis heart to task, and asked what the humble 
Edward had* to expectf while the uncoQ« 
scions Lady Mary increased his passion, hy 
the name winning manner and ingenuous cail« 
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Act, that had marked her early years, treatiag" 
him with the confidence of a brother, and 
familiarly leaning on his arm, she would 
accompany him to all their favorite walks; 
often pointing out some moments of their 
childish affection, among which were the 
united rose trees — *^ See, Edward, she would 
say, how lonely they bloom, — how sweetly 
they Mend together/' And pausing, as she 
gazed at them, she would add, with a sigh, 
** I shall never forget the time or the idea that 
planted them; and should I ever require the 
protection then proffi^ed, I shall claim it 
equally from Edward as from Balfour/' 

Edward was in his twenty-first year, when 
the Earl presented him with a commission 
he had procured for him in a dragoop r^ment, 
informing him, at the same time, that Balfoar 
would be his companion ; that they had three 
months leave of absence,. and were then to 
go out to India. 
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A« the Ladies Catherine' and Maiy were 
now intrbdoced to the fteatfx-moiide, the Lodge 
was genearally filled with company, and Edward 
frequently found himself placed in an awkwaid 
and rather humiliating situation, by the hnogfaty 
demeanor of the Countess, and the elder part 
of her family. Even the distinguisbed atten* 
tioHsof the EarU and the never-iailing kindness 
of Balfour and Lady Hary,«ould not make him 
submit to the mortifying occurrences with 
which be daily met. 'His spirit was wounded^ 
and he expressed a wish to remain with his fiu 
tber durifig his stay in the country. The Earl 
was grieved at the cause of the request; but as 
he coDsalted the feelingB of bis young friend, 
he readily gav^ his consent, on o^dhion that 
he wouM be a daily visitor at die Lodge, 
beggring biin to^remeiiibav that the day he did 
not see him he should feel uidiappy« Edward 
pKSsed bis band with grateful energy. In 
truth, he had .. another powerful reason, for 
wishing to absent himself j — ^be felt that while 
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be remained an inmate of Bleaungton. Lodge, 
he could not resist the opportawties that 
offered of holding sweet converse with Lady 
Maryl— and, as he considered himself bo^nd 
in honor to conceal his love, he feared ^mstiBg 
his disdretion in these interesting moments. 

The fortune, rank, and beauty of the fieuv 
sisters,' attmeted^ many admirettsK. Lady Cathe- 
rine's figure was commanding, and her feirtures 
ibgblarly beautiful; but, her deportment was 
so hadg^ity, tlmt she seemed cs^her fo demaBd, 
ihah ix^ win admiration* \mAj Mary's charms 
were of a more retiring nirtnre; Ihey did ttot^ 
l&e her sistcfr'S) strike at first sight, but Aey 
insensibly acquired an ascendancy oyer the 
heart, ^ and bedttae irtesiiPtible^ ' Her form 
was elegant and gracefbK Heir ooiiQitetiaiice 
beamed with sweetness and iat^l^mce, and 
her complexion was exquisitely -fine. - Therf 
was( a gentlenais in her -manner, that' gave a 
charin to every .thing is^^id; attd a Yivaoity 
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in her conveisattoBy tempered with $6lid jadg- » 
ment; Ibat fasciuated all who lifiteBJBd to her. 
lV>'tbose'who anxiously solicited her hand; she ' 
giiTe a' mtld hot' decisive 'negative; and, as 
JjMy Blessinglon's /pride made ber wish' to* 
see her eldest • daughter first' established, she . 
did not use her authority to influence the 
dioice of her youngest, till the Duke of Leven 
3/«elded homage ^to the young beauty, then - 
indeed her Ladyship deterniihe4 to interfere* 
She had used her titmoat art to turn his Grace's 
attCention to her favorite daiighter,—rbiit finding . 
h«- efforts fail, she could not resist the isiflen* 
doiir' of such an/ alliance; — nnd, : enraged 
beyond endulvnciB at Cady Mail's pjresuiningf > 
to refuse a marriage . of isueh conseqti^ice to 
Itorself* and famly, she' intreated the Earl 
4«^td coniiiband his daughter to receive the: 
Dfdce^s • addresses. ^ He calmly, told her he 
would exert his inftnenee, but not his autbcHrity ; 
and' her liddyriiip, too fully aware of his in- 
ifexiUe diqpbrition, where, the caiise appeared! 
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to film JQBt, to suppose she could raeceed in. 
bringing Um into lier views, if thejt were con- 
trary to his ideas-.^f what would tead to Lsd^ 
Mary's bappinew^ ddibevated bow sbe should 
act; and^ at length TesolFod,. for the' present, to 
reconcile her mind to circumstances* 

^ Th6 Earl bad long suspected Edward's 
aHacfamen^;— «>iiideed, the improbability oi two 
young people, similar in disposition, being so 
much together^ without loving each other, was. 
an idea that struck him forcibly, and possiUy. 
aided his suspicions. The Earl had no false: 
pride, yet he expected high marriages for his 
dliughters, as their right, but not . at the ex-^. 
pence of their peace. He would tejoic^Jnr 
finding himself deceived in his ^suspicions- of. 
a mutual attachment; but. if they provisd 
coiirect,.he could attach no bbme to tbe ^umgi 
people for being-seosible of enchiotb^d wdrtlu 
He felt: that it was his. experience whi<;h.slio|did 
bave guarded, against such. a. eireflmtQm^« 
He felt also confident, that Edward possessed 



OR, THE CA*nVE. 901 

too just ideas erer to aspire to Lady Blary clan* 
destinely : and, iodeed, Bndk was his confidence > 
iar the integrity and honorable principleid of 
the ybuifa, that he* dKd him the justice to * 
believe Jie had ne^er even explained his seuti* 
ments to her Ladyship; in which case he- 
traated much to time and silence, for eradicat- 
ing a pteilion inconsistent with- duty. Deter* 
urined, however, to satisfy himself, he sent fbr 
his dltnghter; and; after ' pointing ^otit the 
advantages of ah alHance with the Puke of = 
Leven, he ^asAsegS her bbjectiohs to himf-^he 
answered, that rank and- splendor weighed 
vtery light in the' scale of li£r estimation, 
when balanced by disparity of years, and dis- 
sonance of ideas; — 'that besides, she was 
happy, and not at all. inclined to change her 
sknafion :«— that if her honored fether wished 
her to have dilBferent senHm^td on the subject, 
fhe wottltf endeavor to conform to bis will'; ' bttt 

* 

hoped he did not Utink that at present'* there 
was any time lost. — The Earl said; he feared 

F 2 
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the reasons she gare for declining bo splendid 
an alliance, wouM net prov^e very satisfactory 
torher mother; thaty^nevetthless, as the felicity 
Cif his children iw^ould eyer be hjs <^hief 4>bfeGt, 
he wpnid ; endeavor .to^persuade the Countess- 
to. pardon her daughter's acting in. opposition 
to her wishes. At the same time he' musi 
obserFe, that he .thought it only consistent; 
with her rank and views in life, to fix upoo^ 
suitable establishment; and as. he had tod 
much confidence , in her filial affection, to 
suppose she would encourage any concealed' 
attachment,, he hoped she would -not atiSer-' 
caprice, or ^ waywardness, to interfere with 4lie - 
plans;of ( her pareiits for Jber future w;eUare« 

Lady Mary gratefully thanked her father ' 
for his kindness, and assured him, she should . 
think .faersejf the most unnatural creature^ if 
she could indulge a partiality for « any one^' . 
unknown, or tincongenial mth Jifae winhes* of 
so generous a parent 
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Froai the - candor of hifl daughter's' dis- 
pusitiotiy the Earl readily g^v^e her credit 
tor her afisertion; and firmly believed that 
if hpr affection for Edward exceeded that of 
a sister, she was - herself unconscious - of I it ; 
and indeed he judged right. Lady Mary, bad 
never thought of connecting the idea of 
fldward and marriage*. She was totally 
divQsted of the pride of- birth; .yet, such 
was the force of habit, that had the probau^ 

I 

bility of such « an. event taking place been 
imggested. to her, she would have deemed 
the distinction of rank a sufficient, reason to 
make it impossible. 

The Countess of Blessington appeared more 
easily reconciled to the disappointment of her 
fnYorite scheme, than the Earl expected; and 
be attributed it to her mind being much 
occupied with preparadons for- the nnptiak 
of her eldest daughter with . the Earl of 
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Chalmoner, wfaich were to take piaee befoe 
the departure of Lord Balfour. 

The Duke of Leyen waa. intreafed hy the 
:CoiUiteaB to be present on tbe grand occaaiott, 
:{tfid he ptomiaed to Accept be^ Ladyship's 
'.iiiyftation^ 

Edward ^a^ a mien^ but not te indifferent 
^riMcrver of all that passed. He did notkaow 
4hal; tbe addresses of bis Grace o[ Le ven, bad 

r 

been .dedini^ : by the lovely Mary ; and firoai 
his being so much at the Lodge, he cbnctiided 
bim the favored lover, and f<Mrlern in bope» as 
he was himself* His very soul seemed wrung 
with agony, at the bare, idea of her being 
'united to another. 

ft ■ • * 

The marrieige of the Eatl of CAdmoner 
with Lady Catherine took place; mid alw 
quitted her paternal home, without a shadow 
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of fediDgv* aG^0Bip«iied by Lord Lennox, who 
Bbared bis sklev^t deKgfat at the prospect of 
jMHsibg the ensuing winter amid the joys 
rof liondon* 

Tho day was fast approaching whan tile 
Toniaitiing friends were to enter on tl^e, world 
with far different feelings. Edward, sunk in 
-<des^[Kmdency, often wandered over the gronnds 
that environed the Lodge, in dumb despair. 

^Ijady Mary felt much de[Mre8sed, and her tears 
&>wed as she conversed with Balfour on the 

. Vtfobject of their separation* 

One evening she strolled out to make her 
ffecfuQilpmed visit to her favorite rose trees ; — a 
fewr nf their beautifal blossoms still ornamented 
their half-withered stalks, but were drbopidg 
as if to weep in concert with their lovely 
visitor. — ^ Ah ! sweet flowers," said she, ♦< you 
stm twine, stSI blend together; yet the friends 
diat fancy made you resemble, are about to 
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' fiftrtj-*-*ye8y' the wlufeiroae may now be. torn 
.from fhe sb^Iteriog', braniehiMi of the red, if Jt 
• remain an emblem of Mary. . I sbdl aooii 
lose the fnends of my hearty and^ lose theiOy 
perhaps, for. even Edward is indeed no longer 
'the .same affectionate companion, as. wh^n h^ 
.'fitfidly^ptented these fliourjshiQg ipses.;r-norr 
(pold'.anfi re8e;*ye4» he seems, to slian. the 
;eiic(^nng confidence he once , delighted to 
. conrt. Whence c|in this arrive f Is it because 
^e have arrived at maturer y^ars, th^. tbe 
friendship of our chil^h^d is to be di^olvedf 
<^ No, beauteous Mary," said Edward, springing 
from a narrow path concealed by the trees — ^**no, 
that cherished friendship can never be. forgot- 
ten by the faithful Edward; — ^yet — ^honor— pro** 
jdence-r-every sacred duty — ^bid him ,fly:r— to 
be near thee is a danger,— I — ^dare not rbk," 
-—added he, gazing passionately at Jier. 



•• > 



Lady Mary was &r a moment overpowered 
by.astonishmenty and a variety of emotions; 
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b«t quickly recpveriiig^ henielf^ dhe nMe- with 
tiignity^ and asBulnitip 9 compotnre, fcroigti 
to : her - feeliDgci, said* ^^ i44ward we most •( 
present p»rW-«dieu/' — ^^'Harel then-oflfettdeji 
joby Lady Mary f Yes, Qohapfiy being that I 
am, — I see — I feel~I hare."— <^ No— *I respecl 
your preceding conduct*— let it be yonr goide 
finr the future;— 'f^rewel— remember, al^ys*** 
t am your— friend."— r** Your friend !" repeated 
fafey-as-he^^watched her receding steps, without 
▼enturing to follow her; ^how. cold an ex- 
presidonl-T-to meet a lore like mine ! Bat, oh! 
presumptuous that I am, what had I eyer{«- 
what dare I now expect!" 

Laidy Mary was herself agHnted by a 

• * * 

sensation altogether new, and too powerful 

to be easily controuled. She seemed as if 

awdLoned from a pleasing dream, to die 

painful reality of eiril; and- her mind bectaie 

doQbly uneasy in r proportion as she -straggled 

between the wish of uuibldiiig her feelinga 

F 3 
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(to her fSitliert mid the imeoiiqiierabie deli«acf 
sibfA sh^ felt would pre>ireiit her. Th^ appre- 
hentton of his supposipg «h.e had deceived 
hiint and the ^oad of her modier's discoTem|^ 
lier secret, was an equal source of tonfleiit to 
her ingenuoiis heart; — and sh^ determined to 
«acrifice an attachment, (hitherto ubconsciously 
^^herished) to a sense of duty. — But, alas! the 
idifficuUy arose in keeping this resolutieii. 
rErery moment she resolred hot to diink of 
JBdward-^yet, eyery moment, her mind was 
:occiipied .with his image. 8fae, hon^erer, 
«tAdiousIy. avoided bU parttciilar conyersatiott 
with him— while he, miserable at heif gatve 
and altered manner, and dreading nothing 
IK> Ukuiih as her displeasure, sought in vain 
an oppcHTtunity to implore her pardofi; and 
'|he .eye of his departure arrlyed without his 
lianriug reeeiyed. one oonsolalory' word ft^Qm 
]ier« Sometimes indeed he iattered bfaMolf 
be could tratse compassion in her humid ey4si,«-^ 
^nd that orentng, in parCioular, she bad Uudly 



pff oj w e d his hand* at {mfting;'— and theglanee 
'of interest she^ had timidly directed towards 
htm, as in hurried accetatsi i^nd withauppressed 
emotion/sbe prayed for his preservatioai helped 
rto snpport his sinking spirits. 

m 

After having indulged his melmichbly iHlh 
a last isolitory farewel of every object dear (o 
him, m the environs of Blessington Lodg^, 
Edward arrived wKh fatigued and depressed 
feelings at the Manse. He threw ki^nself eli 
his 'bed; bat, onabte to sleep, quidily aros^, 
'and with that restlessness inseparabte from a 
'disturbed mind, h^ agrain walked ojot.- A At- 
'ferent scene Was now prebented;--— the grey 
dawn of mom was ^adnally withdrawti^ 
iito floating clouds, as the refulgent sun ap- 
peared to okeer and gltiddefi theiiiC'e of nature 
'*with his transcendent brightnesi^i Edward 
sauntered to the castle hill of Stirling, 
whence the view is magnificent .and ^deastng 
to the eye» but paiitfo/lly interesting to the 
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filing and .reflecting miiM)*. Here at TariaiM 
distances jthe : spectator beholds, the Qoei>ie .of 
nMy a .sanguinary contest. £dw:ard ende%- 
yored to rally his thoogfatSy and as.he torned 
his eyes toward Falkirk* and Banaoekbnnit 
he ardently wished that. the martial spirit and 
generovs patriotism of the brare Wallace, 
woald instil itself into hm breast. He ^as 
gazing intently at the moment upon the poor 
remains of that budge, where, the snccessfnl 
sjtrftagem of the grea^ h^ro, (whose glonons 
mempry he was invoking^) his yalor, and the 
nererrfailing resources of his, actire .mind,, 
aitfdsted.by the Dpglishf comnjiander's rasV 
ness, epabted him to sustain a drepiful car« 
nage, $nd eyentually to pnt to route tl^e who|B 
army of the latter. —"Oh! Wallace," s^h'd 
Ediiswrdf /^ how honored ifi thy iiamei— how 
sacred thy pnemory to.cTery true Scot !^yet!-r 



♦ Wa)l«ee and tbe jScots. were defeated at Fi 

. t Warren. 
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iH Were thy serviceg repaid !-^ilDgFOtefaI was 
the coontry for whose welfare thoa- hadit 
mcriAced so much! — how hardy how miel wlib 
Ay fate, wJien I think of the treachery used 
towards thee! — I execrate my countrymen !— 
and feel almost ashamed of belonging to a 
nation . capable of so foul, a deed l^ — Ite was 
so. wrapt in his enthusiastic reflections, that 
be did not immediately recognize the ^voices 
of' his fadier and Lord Balfour, who had come 
in search of him. He accompanied them to 
.Btessington Lodge where breakfast awaited 
diem^j The Bail alone presided;— the Coun- 
tess's nenres could not encounter nriog at so 
early an hour; she therefore satisfied her 
Biatemal feelings by sending a. blessing to 
her son, without deigning to take the lemi 
notice of Edward. Lady Mary's trembling 
hand had written friendly notes 1>oth to Bal- 
finir and Edward, -taking leave of both her 
biothersy as she termedtiiem; and pleildittg 
a slight indispoBition aa her excuse for not 
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seeing tk«m at the mdBieiit of their departure. 
But/ Ib truths she dreaded to encoaater a 
personal parting with the latter.— *Both yoodis 
iiade the Earl fiirewel, ffith Uitle diffel-ence 
in their eaiotiona^ and received many kind 
proofs of coasideratibn and patemfdi aflfection* 
Mr* Dougias aeeompanied thent with a deter- 
mination of seeing them embark,- 'ere he re* 
•turned to Stirling.. As the carrijag^ drove off, 
and .the last signals of adieti Imd passed^ each 
party seemed too muth overpowered with 
various, feelings to enter into oonvenatioii. 
jEdward watbhed every object with greedy 
eye as they rapidly passed them in suceessi 
«ion; and each appeared to him a friend from 
whom he. parted sorrowtiig. A few hoots 
restored a. portion of serenity to Mn Bouglas 
.and Lord Balfour, but they, in vaiu ehdeavoired 
to rally the spkrits of Edward ;'>-^wrat»t in 
^nelancholy reverfesi he betrayed iibpatieiiee 
when -addressed, ai^' at length evinced a dis- 
order ' of intellect,^ that abumed his anitioiis 



OB, THB CAPTIVB. Ill 

friendi* Arrived in Loadon, they deteimiiMd 
Ml ^viBg reeourae to nedioal ajd;-- -and poor 
Edward^ naeqwl to the ooniiet that he had 
«o kmg straggled agaiaat, heoaoM a jfrif to 
ihe niogt violent narvom aActmi, aeconipafaiod 
%y a fcTer of daageroaa toDdencjr. Hb faihfr 
^aa iaconiolable; and Balfoar> little leaa 80» 
•wrote to aeqaaint the Earl with the delay 
tpf Ihdr jonrney, aad the sad cane, hmd 
BlesaingtoA received these tidings, at a mo* 
meat, when he imagined his grief ooold adattt 
of no inerease. Lady Mary had most unaiv 
oountabiy diasappeared two days before ; -and 
thoagh erery possible step had been taken to 
trace the extraordinary circumstance, it had 
JUA^rto proved nnaatisfactory. The Earl in 
il stale of mind little short df distrsctibn, wrote 
•an incoherent acboant of his daiq^rter's ak> 
^senee, «tid tntreated Balfbnr's immMiaie re- 
«tnm to endeavor to throw some ligh£ on the 
wbject* By the time thb bttor teaclied .hsi 
IrfUdship, Edward'k yonth a^d.^ood ebmcs- 
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tiition . . hflid b^^led his disease, . ohd . tboagh 
in a very dpbHitated slate, jail alamitiig^.,s;ii^ 
t^iaos had subsided. Balfour opened Uis.leUer 
in the presence of , his friend — Edward looke^. 
alhim with, the emploring. eye. of quick en- 
tjniry, but uneasy .at his . expression of ooun- 
tfo^uice, ^s h^ glanced over the content^ he. 
seized his. arm— and with earnestness, .ex- 
claimed, '<Oh! Balfour^-^speak — what of"-r 
'he woiddf ha^e. added Mary. — but thctiname 
only quivered on his lips. .Balfour /put. the 
•letter in his hands, and luirrjed.put;of . th^ 
room tO;, give orders for bis immediate 4§^ 
parture« 

" : Edward, equally grieved and astonished* 
was witb liiuch difficulty dissuaded .from a<^ 
companying his friend; but on its > being rer 
pvesented^ how. much by doing, so he ,woid4. 
delay JLord Balfour, without, being aUe from, 
his present weakness: to afford astistaQce,..!!! 
attaining thp desired object, he consented to 
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the directions of his pbysiciftiWy in the hope 
of' sdoner acquiring strength to join in the 
search niade for her who occttpied his erery 
thongfat. In the mean time hh anxioas cott^ 
jectntesy respecting her absence, retarded the 
irished recovery ; and Balfour had arrived At 
Blessington Lodge, 'ere Edward was ablo to 
quit his room. He found the Earl extremely 
ill^ haunted day and night by the image of his 
lost child; — he had become almost a walking 
spectre. iMdy Blessington talked moeh <if 
her agitated feelings on the HMid occasion; but 
appeared in her usual health and spirits, and 
even proposed paying a visit to Chalmoner 
Hall, to divert the unavaiTing gloom which 
pervaded all parties at the Lodge, Lord Bal- 
four travelled Jn every direction— ^advertiser 
ments appeared in every paper — and large 
rewards were offered,- for the isMghtest mfor-. 
imition on the «^ject;— but all proved alike 
misuccessfial. 
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Edtrard's unpatience woald not suffer hk 
to remain longer inactiver^-and, pale and 
emaciated, bis personal strength supported 
only by the anxiety of his mind; he anited 
•his own eflbrts to those of his friends — and 
▼owed never to rest, till he discovered Mine 
(doe that would enable him to restore Lady 
Mary to her dfeconsolale father. 

ft 

The fortitude and resolution of thift amiable 

young cr^ature^ was in the mean^time put-to 

4he severest test. A few eyenings after the 

departure of her beloved companions, she had 

'StroHed out to viisit the emblematic rose trees: 

—Hshe had not seen them since die evening 

£dward' had ski unexpectedly met her there; 

and her swelling heart whispered, tfafit liie 

favorite. spot might be now <50Bsidered mom- 

;.crat6d to love as well as friendship. Startied 

4it having admitted such an idea, her team 

flowed, as she recollected the necessity that 

forbad her indulging it. She threw herself on 
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ibe torf seat, and bhbIl into a tender mefaa* 
^oly, €mn which she was soon roosed by Ae 
sudden appeanmce of her mother, who without 
4iolieing (he traces of sorrow, her coontenance 
betrayed, remarked on the beaoty of the eren- 
ii^; and asked her to walk. Lady Maiy 
instantly complied with the wish, and oflfering 
her arm to her parent, was turning towards a 
retired pait of the groonds, but the Conntess 
gnre the preference to a different walk; and 
th^ tamed into a narrow psib, that led in a 
sloping winding direction towards the road» 
hady Mary, sorprised at her mother!s choice of 
no poUic a walk, without attendance, ventured 
to express her sense of its impropriety; but 
the Countess affi?cted to laugh at her scruples, 
und walked on; they had proceeded a consider 
ffsUe distance, when a lady mounted <»i a 
prifrey, and attended by an escort of seyeral 
servants, passed them, but appearing sud- 
denly io recollect the Countess, she turned 
and rode up to her;— surprise and joy seemed 



«.» 
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ta. animate botli btdies,-*-^ But, pijr dear Lady 
BleafiiogtoDy" said the stranger, *^ whei^e are; 
ypur servants ; you caunot rarely ^ be at this. 
distance from boiue alone?" — I'^No/' said the 
.CouBtes^r laughing, — ^^not afone^ for IJiaye»iy« 
daughter with . me, who seenis Hilly as: sf psi-^ 
]|^]e. of. naughty mamma's glaring misconduct 
as. your Ladyship. She has been teazing jh^ 
(^i^ half hpur, to return; but as I hare, a, 
<^eFtain point in view,. I bare a great mind 
to place: her under your protedtioo, that L 
fixay pui^cie it in quietness. You are a seh^ 
timentaUst, and.wiJI just suit my. fair MaryY 
b^deSf such an arrangement will oblige yoin 
to. ride to the Lodges and, perhaps, my Lord; 
will use the influence, he possesses over you. 
successfully, and I shall not. be much dis- 
pleased to find you his guest, on piy reftirp., 
Mary, order some of the serrants .to meet me 
cm this road, I may. {fecbaps. feel tired with my 
iHiy^^l : long walk i?fh^n left to myself/' A 
mingled selisation of surprise and fear had 
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kept Lady Mary silent; but she now exclaimed^ 

4 

^ My dear motber, surely you are not serioosy you' 
baonotmean me to lea^e yon alone, and intrdde 
myself on a lady unknown to' me, and who is 
ddingin an opposite direction to our bouse ?'''~ 
**0h! do not let that concern you, young Lady^ 
I am merely on , an excursion of amusement, 
and it is 'of little consequence which way my« 
r4de is : directed/' said the Lady.— <' Come;* 
dome/' added the Countess, ** do pray do as 
yoii are i>id^^ see a delightful cantering little* 
pony,' accoutred as.if.j)ttrpo6eIy for your Kttle 
ladyship; so pray'mount— ^Lady FrMioes wilt- 
take good care of you, and I cannot be detained' 
any longer. ''Adieu, an r«t?otr,^' continued' 
Ae gaily, and waying her band, ran- down' 
d liaie that turned off the high road.' Lady^. 
Bbryamid her astonishment would have fol- 
lowed, but being gently detained, reluctantljr 
soffei'ed 'herself -to be placed on the horse* 
Her ^ new ncom^anion ^stiove to' engage her* 
altebtion^ by wnvewing in an easy cbe^ul: 
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strain— <' there is a beautiful ride,^' said she^ 
«^to BlegmgtoQ Lodge; — ^it is to be siire ac 
mile or two further than thfe common ^ way^ 
but' then it is so delightful, and it is yet early, l 
think we shall have time. We will go," added- 
she, in the same breath, and immediately turned 
her palfrey* Lady Mary could ' not speak 
""^ stiaDge sensation overpowered her; flke> 
conduct' of the Countess appeared so extraor- 
dinaiJFy and her own situation so singular, thafe 
she longed to he at home, and was vexed at the^ 
4e]ay this charming ride, 'vi^di she had not 
splint to enjoy, would occasion ;— it appeared 
Ibng and tedious, and evening's thick shades 
were fast appiroaching, when she could no 
longer eonceal her anxiety. Lady Frances 
s^id; diat she h«l been wrong in h^ ealcubtidn: 
of die distance; jfbr they had ydfc Sis to.gQ« 
Hight i(boa overtook tbenij and lights wsere* 
piy>ewed from a peasant's hiit^ wiih^wliieh 
the nien lit* the i^ned fir, tl|ey seemed ^ tb. 
be provided with, and by kl^ assistanoe tlisy 
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rode on Tory ra^Iy for. MOie tiiBe; when, 
soddenfyv oumiiig in contact with die bnmck 
of a tree wkich bang^ over tlie road, the ligirta> 
were extingnBhed» and wttlKin*! tfcem it was 
imposaifcle to proceed. 

« 

Lady Frances appeared much alarmed, 
and Mary was in real distresap The former 
begged her men to look oat in search of some 
place, where they conld remain till diiy-Iight« 
** Oh! DO, no, exclaimed Lady Mary, pray let 
ua^ndeavor to go on; my dear fiither will be sO' 
uneasy/' — ** Imppssible," said Lady Pranc es ■ 
** we shonld meet with some accident in the* 
▼ery intricate road we. moM porsae. The 
Conntess will tell yonr father yon ere with' 
me^ which, will prevent his feeling- anxiety*" 
** But," replied Lady Maqr, ^ my niptber 
hetaelf will hare canse fer alarm; she wfll 
expeist us/' — ** Ohinoifear,'' retomed Lady 
Frances; <' the Conntess knows me of old, 
and will .imagine our absence e^N^oned by 
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some frolic of mine." " My fadier wiU not 
be so easily satififiedy^' said Lady Mary, with 
a sigh'. The footmien now retarne'd, and told 
their Lady tbere^was a snug ^cott^e hard by, 
and that the mistress of it had coifsented to 
receive them. Lady Frances rejoiced, and 
"vHth hef sorrowing companion, was soon seated 
in a neat little parlour, where something more 
like a prepared, than an accidental repast, was 
quickly spread before them. Lady Mary's heart 
was too full to partake of it; and glad to escape 
flie vivacity of Lady Frances, she soon, retired 
tcy the bed allotted for her, but passed a restless, 
Unl^asy night . She watched for the dawn of 
day with impatience; and the moment it 
i^l^ieared, hastened 'to awake Lady Frances, 
Utid intreat they might immediately proceed. 
to dispel the misery she knew her father woulft- 
i^ffer on her account. Her Ladyship indulged - 
h^r wish^ and hastily arose.' Poor Mary mount- 
ed^ h^r horse with more alacrity that ^he liad 
done Ihe preeeding evening, and tbeyrode^off 
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with, considerable speed; but Lady Mary's 
surprise and concem were again awakened, 
when at die breakfast hour, instead of being, 
as sbe had fondly hoped, with her beloTed 
father, they alighted for refreshment, at a small 
inn; and she could not forbear looking at Lady 
Frances with some indignation— as she said, 
^'. your Ladyship must haTe been strangely 
deceived in the round you took to Blessington 
vLodge, when after so many hoiirs traVellin'g, 
we do not yet appear to be near* it" The 
Lady smiled, and aiiswered that she 'was indeed 
niistakeaV but they would now soon arrive at 
their. journey's end. LadyMaiy was silent— 
and when the horses had rested, they again 
set. forward, and. about 'mid-day stopped on 
the border of a' lake, where a boat, gaily deco- 
rated, appeared in waiting. Lady Mary was 
now convinced of what she- had suspected 
.since the morning repalt, that it had never 
beeft ibfi in^^ntion of Lady Frances to go to 
BletNunj^toii Lodge, and that ghe had been 

G 
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deceived, and her feelings. sported with^ ta 
e'ffect some purpose which she conld not even 
conjecture. Her iadignalioii was roused^ and 
she absolutely refused to go into the boat. 
Lady Frances tried to rally her, saying, that 
it wfis .merely a little wbiip, and that the 
l^rt^ce she had made use of arose fronci a 
conriction. that no intreaties would have in- 
d^eed her to consent to the ph>t she .had in 
.riew— *begged her to get. into the boat which 
would convey her whe^^ she would be very 
happy, and where the eurly assurance of her 
£ither'B peace and satisfaction would entirelj 
4€qptend apon herself. Lady Mary said, that 
her Ladjfdiip's motivea Tor such, unpardonable 
conduct, were best known to herself; but that 
nothing should induce her blindly to second 
them. She would endeavor to r^traoe her 
way, till she met some person, who would, 
kindly inform her what were the best means 
she could .adopt to reach her home. ^ Not 
quite so fast, my young heroine,'' sajd Lady 
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Prances — **i( you please,' jou are not here to 
act for yourself) but must obey superior dis* 
cretion." — ^<< Discretion!" repeated Lady Mary. 
-*-*' Listen to me, young Ijady/' said ber Lady* 
-ship-^'* I hare neither time nor indiiiation to 
enter into a detail of motires for the part I 
have taken; suffice that I bad motires — ^and 
(faat they will soon explain tbemselves ;«»I 
would prefer your entering the boat Tolnnta-' 
ri1y;-^but if you are determined to prore 
refractory, there' are means of making yim 
more pliable.'^-—** I uiiderstand you,^ said Hm 
trembling girl, '* you willnse fiBroe<— joa will 
drag me like the unwilling rictim to die 
slaugfater:— • I grant that my resistanoe will 
prove feeble, when exerted i^;aiDst thestmigth 
of your mercenaries; yet,'* eontiattad she firmly^ 
^ it shall be made — and I will rend die air wftb 
my sbriefcs, in the hope that same biemgn 
being may be sent to my rescue.^— ^ I am 
glad you have given us notice of year inten* 
tions,'' said Lady Frances taontingly. ^ Men,^' 

o2 
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added she, *' obey your orders, and be sure to. 
preFent the rending of the air.^* — The hoped 
for assistance came not; and the terrified. 
Mary, with her guards, were safely conveyed- 
across the lake, to an island, on which a lofty 
castle reared its proud turrets. Mary gazed 
and shuddered, but preserved a dignified 
silence. On landing she was conducted 
through several vaulted chambers, where the 
echo of eaich footstep reverberated amid the 
death-like stillness of the pl^ce-^aud caused 
an uiiiversal tremor to shake her frame. Un- 
able to proceed, she leaned for support against 
the w€lll*«-the loud peal of a bell roused her*^ 
and, on looking round, she found Lady Franceis^ 
had disappeared; — in a few minutes ayoun^ 
famalie canbe to conduct her to the ilitertdr 
of the castle ; she accepted her arm, whick 
was oiSered with sympathy and tenderness? 
— th*y ' walked slowly forward, and at length 
arrived at a magnificenf saloon, where' re* 
freshment was elegantly served* Lady Mary 
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partook' of it sparingly, and Jcnnel, the 
jsame gentle female attendant, led ber to a 
hedtxhwheTj shewing her a wardrobe filled 
with erery necessary and ornamental part of 
female'dress. Lady Mar/, asked to whom the 
castle belonged f Jennef reluctantly told her, 
jthat she had received orders not to anyAver 
^ny questions; and at the same time convinced 
lier Ladyship, by signals, that she dared 'not 
disobey, as there were people in 'the next 
room, (which was divided from the one they 
occupied only by a thin partition), placed 
for the purpose of reporting any conversHtioii 
they might overhear. Lady Mary felt pain 
at this intelligence, but checked her feelings; 
^-aud, after passing some time in vain con- 
jecture, as to her present singular sithation, 
she ' obeyed a summons from • Lady* Frances, 
and was shewn into the eating roonu That 
'Lady received / her with cool • hauteur, — no 
longer appearing .solicitous ! of jjg asi ng or 
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engaging her attention, she regarded her with 
8€ Ferity, and preserved a supercilious silence. 
Lady Mary asked her how long«he was to be 
detained in a place, and with people, of whom 
she knew nothing f Lady Frances begged 
she would eat her dinner, without teazing her 
with questions she was not disposed to answer* 
Lady Mary accustomed to contronl her feelings» 
endeavored to bridle the impatience that palpi- 
tated in her bosom-r-and soon retired to the 
chamber she had been told to consider as her 
own; where, ruminating on the occurrences 
of the last twenty-four hours, she indulged in 
tears. Calling to mind all her acquaintance, 
she vainly strove to fix on some one, among^ 
them, who could so cruelly have beguiled her 
from her home, and her parents. Suspicion^ 
glanced at her mother's sanctioning die iib- 
explicable transaction, whatever might prove 

her motive ; but, angry with herself for 

* 

having ad|nitted an idea, that appeared to 
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her so unnalaraly she dismissed it, with self- 
condemnation, and again lost herself in fruits 
less vonjectnre. 

On supper being announced, she sent hei^ 

« 

excuses — and carefully examining her room, 
and securing the doors, resigned herself td 
the great Disposer of all events, and ioughl^ 
repose.-^The anxiety of her mind gave place 
to fktigue, and she soon forgot her cares in the 
sdolhing of "tired nature's sweet "restorer.*^ 
The following morning awakened her from the 
peaceful slumber of innocence to the painful' 
reality of her situation ; yet, determined to 
exert her fortitude, she hastily arranged her' 
dress, and descended to the saloon, where she 
f<Mind Lady Frances already seated at the brefdk-> 
fast table. A formal salute passed between the- 
ladies; and Mary cast a wishful eye upon 
the lake, as if she hoped to recognize some 
fii^tid likely to explain the mystery by 
which she thought herself surrounded, or 
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restore her, to her father. Her thiragbts tfain 
eugaged, she heeded not .the nojse whicli fhe 
sudden opening of the door o<;ca8iQn^*rsaid 
started almost convnlsively, on turniog her 
head to see t|ie Duke of Lereti b^re her — 
throwing himself at. her feet, he vowed never 
to rise fr6m his supplicating attitude, till bis 
fair prisoner pronounced, his pardon. for the 
bold steps he had taken — pleaded excess of 
love as his excuse-*«wore that . be; found, it 
Tia p e ssi Me to live without her — ^bui Jespaijip g 
of obtaining her consent to a anion withhtoi, 
il^hile her father encouraged her refusal, he 
had adopted the idea of bringing ' her to his 
castle, hoping that time, and his unwearied 
tenderness would operate in his favor, and 
induce her to reward his constant and Yervent. 
attachment with the possession of her ^r hand.. 

f 

» 

Surprise and indignation flushed the coun- 
tenance of Lady Mary, and fdv.some time pre- 
vented her speaking; — ^when at length lan« 
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gpiage enabled ber to express her reaeotAieiit, 
she threatened the Duke with the rengeahde of 
' lier whole family, if he did not immediately 
Destore her to her father. His Grace finding* 
it vain to attempt pacifying her anger with 
flattery, had recburae to retort; and told her, 
that without the consent of at least a part of 
diat family with whose wrath she menaced 
him, he should not haye had the pleasure of 
entertaiuittg her at Loch Leiren Castle; and thieit 
should the remainder of her friends by. any 
accident be tempted to pay them a visit, 'he 
was prepared, either as friend or foe, to meet 
th^;— and he thought he might securely, add, 
that his precautions were such, sw to prevent 
4he poBsibility of any earthly power removing 
.her'from his protection, until ishe condescended 
to purchase h^r own liberty upon the honor- 
able terms he proposed* 

< Mary's soul sunk within her as she lis- 
tened ; yet she preserved sufficient command 

o 3 
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orer henselfy to stifle her angfaish, nor suffer tike 
Ignoble spirit of her persecutor to triun^ 
over the grief he occasioned. She told hini» 
with a stem countenance and firm voice, dmt 
the isolated situation of his castle^ together 
with that confidence which honorable minds 
usually extended towards their associates, 
might defy the researches of her beloved, 
friends, and prevent suspicion from even 
glancing at the Duke of Leven; — that the 
same contemptible and dastardly spirit, which 
induced his Grace to resort to such dis- 
honorable steps to make her his prisoner* 
might even deny her the privilieges of her 
rank, and force her to endure the utmost 
rigours of captivity;-— but that no forc^— 
bo privations — should ever compel her to 
become his wife* <<Now, my Lord Duke^" 
continued she, **1 have given you an idea of 
my sentiments; and you will find that, weak 
as you may tiuppose me, I have spirit to 
resent the indignity offered me, and resolutiw 
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to tdl my insurter, t&at I despise him.*' 8h^ 
then iBuskedi in a tone of irony» if a fprisoiier 
might presiine to consult her owa indkistiont 
and reliTe?— The Duke bowed;— wkh difficoUy 
suppressing his rage, he forced a smile, and 
sliid, there was no request Lady Mary, could 
inake, sav« one, which he should not hare 
pride and delight in complying with. She 
thanked his condescension in the same ironical 
manner, and haughtily withdrew. 

Arrived in her own apartment, she gave 
way Id all the tender fe^ings of her hearty 
^idi .were die more violent from having been 
so mrach restrained. She devised many plans 
for her escape, but could fix on none likely to 
succeed. The jshmd was small, and eoca^ied. 
by none but the Dnke*s vassals;— and. she 
remarked that she was closdy observed. 

JLadj FnuMes Douglas now aittoiiaced 
hecBclf as ibe D«ke*8 SHlcr« aad m$^ Ae 



a 
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part of a duenna over the ^interesting Mary; 
Her manners assumed a rough and masculine 
habit — and her heart seemed . incapable of 
cherishing *the softened feelings of humanitjr. 
Her pride was wounded at Lady Mary's 
refusing to share the honors of the L^eti 
family ; and she determined to revellg^, what 
she deemed an insult, upon the hapless, object, 
whom her brother's disgraceful conduct, bad 
placed in her power. 

' Under rthis unfeeling guardian,* Lady 
Mary' suffered much, without any solace to 
mitigate the severity of her destiny, but what 
the ri<^ resources of her own mind afforded 
hen-— To avoid meeting the Duke, she coa^ 
fined, hersielf almost. ^olly to her- apart* 



* The uifortunate Qaeen M^jrf of Soots was 
confined in lioch Leveit Castfe, vnd&t the custody of 
the wife of BoufflBS of Locjf Leven.— See the Scottish 
Histoiy, or the Beauties of Sootland, p. 37. vol. 4. 
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ment; and endeavored to divert her melan- 
choly by the practise of those elegant 
accompjishmentsy which in the honra of social 
fri^dship she had delighted to caldvatOi aiid 
purchase the smile of piffental love by their 
exercise. Though they awakened- the painful 
recollection of past pleasuresi rendered more 
endearing by a contrast with her present 
trying situation, they also soothed her mindi 
and gave, employment to hours of painful 
captivity, that must otherwise have yielded to 
the wild ems^ions of despair. No suffering 
of her own preyed so deeply, or agonized her 
soul, equal to the idea of her fether's misery, 
at her sudden and strange disappearance. Her 
reflections on this subject would frequently 
overpower and render her unfit for any occu« 
pation, till prayer and humble confidence in the 
Supreme Being, restored her serenity, and taught 
her to look forward with exhilirating hope. 

She had^ been imprisoned about three weeks, 
when one evening, feeling weary of constant 
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confinement, Ae availed heMlf of the prir 
Tilege allowed her, to walki>n the baltlemeal9 
of die castle;— 4he beauty of the expandtag 
lake, and the small islands that adorned il^ 
excited her admiratioD; the radiant orb re* 
fleeted its last beams on the ancient Priory 
of St. Serff,* (situated on one of the islands 
nearest to that oh which the castle stood) and 
illulninating its casements, added a charm to 
the scene; yet the evening was cold, and Lady 
Mary, unaccustomed of late to the air, felt 
chilled, as she gazed at the curling waves; but 
an irresistible curiosity impelled her to wait the 
arrival of a boat whose progress from the oppo-' 
site shore she watched with anxiety. It quickly 
cut through the waves, and a female well at« 
tended, and dosely wrapped in a large dtoak^ 
landed. Mary'» h^drt throbbed with hope and 
expectation. She flattered herself that she: 
should find ah opportunity of conveying some 

* The nrins of the M oniuteiy of St Serff are'still 
^isibte on the laiipefltishuid of Lodi LevcD. 
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information to ber father by means of the 
strangers— -and, contrary to her usaal costonit 
determined to sup in the salooa. As she 
was hastening to throw off ber cloak for that 
purpose, Lady Frances Douglas entered her 
chamber, followed by the Countess of Bless- 
ington. Lady Mary's joy scarce equalled her 
surprise, as she exclaimed, <<My niother! oh! 
then, surely my prayers hare been heard» 
and I am rescued!" — She would have fondly 
clasped her parent in her arms-^ot, checked 
by the stminess of her countenance, she stood 
irresolute, while the tear trembled in her eyes* 
The Countess at length said, ** from your dis» 
obedience, Lady Mary, to my vrishes, even from 
your infancy, yon can have little claim upon my 
affection; yet a mother's fondness induct me 
to overlook the untoward disposition of $ 
thaiikless child, and secure to her the happiness 
she has absurdly spumed. The Duke of L^ven 
still condescends to say, tha(t he shall find his 
ifeUcity in connecting himself with my fiunily} 
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andy as I presame you are by.thia time aensible 
of yoar follyi in obstinately refusing, tbebquor 
of sucb an.aUiance9'I hope there is no neeeasiity 
for the exertion of my authority^ to enforce 
yonr consent to the marriage immediately 
taking place." 

Lady Mary stood as if petrified — she 
doiibted the truth x>( what she heard, even at 
thf moment conviction of the part her niother 
had taken, in the whole. transaction, .flashed 
upon her mind; and when at last she could giv^ 
utterance to her wounded feelings, it was in 
a tone of. inexpressible anguish that she asked, 
if indeed it were possible that Lady Blessing^on 
could stoop so low as to countenance an action 
so derogatory to her dignity? — ^\Ohl how 
little," added she, wringing.her hands, ** during 
the hours of my suffering, would I allow myself 
to dwell upon the idea of my mother's . h^Mkg 
accessary to them.! — ^Ah ! no, no, I forced myself 
in spite of appearances to think that, you had 
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as well iis myself beeu deceived; But how 
could I think otberwi^e J — ^how suppose that the 
wife of my beloved fi»theri could be a witness 
to such grief as I know he feels at my absence! 
— and yet withhold the relief she had the power 
of bestowing! — And, alas! what pnrpose will 
this shamefuli this degrading conduct answer! 
«— Can you believe me so weak, as to be 
terrified into a si^crifice of ev^ry future prospect 
of happiness! — Never^ never, madam; — what 
persnasiQii could npt effect, force never shall*" 

The rage of the Countess knew no bounds; 
site imperiously commanded the silence of her 
unprotected daughter — and, imprecating, the 
heaviest, vengeance, even descended to a blow— - 
then telling her she should have time enough 
to repent her stubborn nature, she darted out 
of the room. 



Lady Mlay, stunned by the violence offered 
to her, and bewildered by the variety of 
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emotions which contended in her bretet, stood 
motionless as a statue ; and her gentle little 
maid had come into the room and s{>oken 16 
her sereral times without her appearing the 
least conscious of her presence. — ^A large dog 
bounding iato the room, fawning upon her, 
and evincing the strongest demonstrations of 
joy, finst attracted her attention, and with 
pleasure scarce inferior to that the animal 
betrayed, she recognized a favorite newfound- 
land dog, given to her by Edward at their 
first parting. She eagerly asked how and 
when it came to the castle f Jennet informed 
her, that she understood it had followed tbd 
young man who came with the strange lady/ 
but that he was entirely separated from the 
other servants, and the boatmau had orders to 
take the dog to Kinross* in the morning, and 
if he attempted to recross the lake, they weri^ 
to destroy hihi. 



* Kinross is situated q| the upper and western 
extremity of Loch Leven. 
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Lady Maiy bunt into tears— «nd» atroking 
the fine animaly ia^oluntarily exclaimed^ ''my 
p<x)r Neptune, their cruelty would deprive 
thee of life ; for, like coward guilt, they fear 
thy fidelity to me will betray them/' The 
dog looked in her face, and whined aa if con- 
•cioua of her grief, while Jennet eyed her 
with surprise. Suddenly recollecting heraelf, 
she asked the g^rl, if she could speak to the 
boatmen f Jennet hesitated; but, feeling for 
the sorrow she witnessed, without knowing 
its cause, she whispered, with much caution, 
that as the men were to set off at sun-rise, St 
was probable the family would be all asleep—^ 
aod in that case, she would endeavor to bring 
one, with whom she was well acquainted, to 
her Ladyship's dressing room. Hope bow 
again cheered the spirits of Lady Mary.— - 
She hastily unclasped the dog's collar, and on 
a slip of paper wrote the name and place of 
confinement, which she sewed in the inside, and 
again fastened it on Neptnne^s neck: it was 
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weight of time press soheayily uporn her;— she 
listened frequent and eagerly. At length the 
door crept slowly on its hinges, and Jennet 
announced the boatman. Lady Mary put tiie 
paper in his hands, recommended him to be 
careful of the dog, and to convey hiin safely a« 
she directed, adding, ** If, my friend, your are 
but faithful to your trust, I promise you a re- 
ward that shall secure comfort to you and 
your^s while you livcf.'' She ihep put a couple 
of guineas in his hand, and dismissed him. 
This important business concluded, she occu« 
pied her mind in calculating the time that 
nnst elapse, 'ere she could hope to be relieved 
from her irksome confinement. She watched 
fitim her window the departure of the boat, 
and felt affected, as sl^e beheld the struggles 
of her favorite to escsvpe from his keeper."-— > 
^* Ah! Neptune," sigh'd she—" poor brute, thy 
gratitude and attachment offers a lesson to 
man! Methinks if I could penetrate thy 
wishes^ I should discover an affectionate desire 
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to pinCect thy .mistress. Oh! if I oould make 
diee comprehend me, how swiftly woiddst dwa 
bound o'er each hill and dale, to bid tbj 
honored master hasten to my rescae." 

Lady Mary tamed from die window, and 
cndeaTinred to court repose, but it had fled 
iier pillow; and she arose widi depressed) 
spiritsf, to attend a summons from her cruel 
and imperious mother. — ^Here she again en- 
countered the most abusive treatment, which 
terminated by confining her in a gemote paft 
of the casde, where, devoid of air and almost 
ijf light, she was deprived of every 4bing that 
could aflSNPd her aqiusement, or lighten the 
ri^;ours of her captivity* But X«ady Mary was 
possessed of one solace, it was not in the power 
of her persecutors, to take from her; and in 
the midst jof all the severities she endured, 
.she felt supported and upheld by diat over- 
nding Providence, which had atfq^ed her 
an opportunity of adopting a plan dbat she 
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fondly hoped would ultimately procure her 
rdease. 

The Countess of Blessington had quitted 
home in the absence of her husband and 
son, (who were both in search of their 
lost. Mary) and fearful of being missed, has« 
tened her return; — and to prevent, as she 
imagined, the possibility of a discovery, she 
left the servant who had attended her from 
Blessington Lodge at Loch Leven Castle. 
Fortunately for poor Mary the boatman did 
.not keep the higph roi^d, but went, as he 
imagined^ a nearer way acroos the country, 
and thus avoided being overtaken by the 
Countess's party. 

« 

That Lady soon arrived at the Lodge, and 

believed every thing safe, as her Lord had not 

. returned. He came home that night exhausted 

with fatigue, and his spirits sunk in the heaviest 

sadneSEh-a cold death-like melancholy seemed 
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to pervade bis feelingSi and threatened to repel 
tbe morements of life. JLady Blemngton'ke* 
<uime alarmed, and half repeiited the part she 
Iiad taken in the concealmeiit of her daughter, 
l^ut consoled herself with the idea that it was 
impoeMble she could ipuch longer resist her 
Irishes, under the rigorous confinement she 
ooir eodpred; and she flattered herself, that 
lirjien the good Earl saw his favorite, with all 
the splendid appendages of Dachess of Leren, 
|ie would forgive the measures tJiAt had been 

« 

fidqpted^ But Lady Blessington deceived her- 
^If in the character of her amiable daughter. 
She did not know that, with the utmost soft- 
pess and gentleness of Quann/ers, and the most 
yielding and pliant nature, under the influence 
of kindness-^was united that firm and un« 
daunted spirit, which set force at defiance, and 
resisted the slightest appearance of injustice. .' 

The Earl continued extremely unwell the 
foUowmg day — and, wrapt in impenetrable 

u 
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gloom, gore no 'Uttemnee to a grief, that from 
its suppresBion was the •more -oeutelyfeit. -Id 
tlie erteiiifigy as he was leaning on die sopha, 
his fjady using erery «fiort to doothe hnr mind, 
hnt thai of at anee relieving ity the door flew 
open-'-^find Balfoiuv accompanied by Edward,* 
rudied into the room, followed by Neptane; — 
paie <uid breathless^ diey both at once eZ'A 
daimed-^-^our -beloved Mary!'* *<What of 
herT^ hastily asked the Earl, ronsed by her rery 
name from^die torpid state into whidi he had 
exxsk. <*1 trust dieis found,'* said Balfour ;^< here 
is a paper in her own hand- writing, bronglit bgraf 
peasant — ^it directs that Neptune's collar diooM 

ba examined.^* The Earl clasped his hands in 

.• ■ • . » . . 

ecstacy— i-and,'with eager expectation li^tched 
the tremulous Edward, who "was unclasp* 
ing thecolkir of the now doaUy valued -dog. 
— A-It'^as difflcnh to say what passion predanu-* 
nated in the breasts of the injured friends, 
on readings the short but emphatic words that' 
informed them, the beloved object of their 
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anxious, aeacch wa» dcftaioed a prisoner by 
the Diike.of hewesk. 



lady Blassingtott, without eoraprebending 
how all ; this could Jiave. happened, soonifbund^ 
that liady Mary's present abode was disooirered,^ 
and that the scheme she had taken so ioiath 
trouble to realize, was likely to he 'fmetmted^ 
quickly leaving the room, she ordered one of 

■ 

the swiftest phonies to he saddled, and 'dis« 
patched her: own footman with a koonic lettef 
to Itw <jrrace of he^ia^ ioformiog him that a 
disicrrery was made— and dmcting tlpiii Lady 
Maiy should be instantly compelled to (give 
her hand te him;^ 6r, should, any accident 
pr^nt that desirable event from taking place, 
to remove her, as there was little doubt 
but that every means would be used to 
rescue her» The man had scarcely got fairly 
off; 'ere the greatest'bustle pervaded the Lodges 
Orders wercianied to assembM the^CacI^ vas^ 
8ds,;and anus were distributed among them: 

H 2 
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reflentment ga^e spun to actirity, and by day- 
light every thing was in readiness-^not a man 
but entered warmly into the cause of his noble 
Lordy and rowed to revenge' the indignity 
offered to the Lady Mary« as they marcbed 
towards Loch Leren Casde-^while .the Coon* 
tess, left to herself, became agitated by a^xiiety 
and conscious guilt. 

Tbenuffering Mary Was, in the: mean time, 
a prey to alternate' hope and fear; — ihe close 
confinement she endured, had a visible effect 
upon her health— -and the total want of employ* 
ment, occasioned languor almost insupportable. 
The instant the Countess of Blessington's 
messenger arrived, Lady Francea Douglas 
went to prepare her prisoner for the marriage, 
which .the Duke was resolved fhould directly 
take place between lief Ladyship and himselff 
and she was for diat purpose brought by force 
to the saloon. Here she belield a priest from 
-the priory of St. Serff, ready to perform, the 
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sacred cerenioby.. The Duke, really shocked 
at lier pale and alterec} appearance, went 
forward, to lead her to a seat, but she indig- 
nantly spurned his assistance. ** Mere dint of 
strength, my Lord," she said, ** has forced me 
from -my prison, 1 where the policy of the 
cowardly spirit I prognosticated, thought pro- 
per to confine 'me; but there is no ^ power 
which* shall compel me' to give ray consent to 
this hateful marriage-^no, I here swear on my 
bended knee, in the presence of this holy 
man, and in the more awful presence of my 
Creatoc;; ^bat 1 will sufier death in the most 
terrific form, rather than become the 'wife of a 
man capable of violating the laws of nature, in 
the disgraceful manner which you have done; 
^ Can you/' added she,' turning to the priest, 
V after the tow that has irrerocably passed 
my lips— ilare yon proceed in your holy ofiicef 
yonr peril be it — ^rengieance is at baj^!'' ' 



liidy Frances Dooglas pronounced this » 
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trifling and absord, and ruXiely joined the hand 
of the terrified Marjr with that of the Ddke ; 
the prieilf , with * a eolemn eounteBance,'seemod 
to mock her woe^ and commenced the saered 
fortue. Lady* Mary in iraih struggled to free 
h^rseli^-^ndy in a state bordering on dis* 
traction, she wildly called for help — ^when a 
servant announced the anriral of the Eiurl of 
filessington and armed vassals, on the border 
of the lake, with hid demand for the immediato 
restoration of his daughter. The Duke stormed 
with' passion— Lady Mary took advantagtie of 
his surprise — and, bursting from his gretep, 
clasped her hands in ecstacy 9— exclaiming, 
^ Blessed sound I'now then I ishatl te avenged, 
*^2 shall be restored to my beloved father !— > 
C^! Balfour— Edwardl^Joy waff mdreppwerfii! 
<han grief, for it overcame her, and dtf^sunk,* 
Ihiniing 6u the floor.' No message waSTeturbed 
to the^inipatient Earl — and, fearing every thing 
for his adored child, while she was in the 
power of those who had transgressed all '^the 
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14W0 of honor and decoraoi, he rashly a^ 
templed to creti. tlite lake, and enter tb^ 
dastle by forced-bat was driven back with 
i^pnaiderable loss. 

I^dy Mary was oMngned to her prisDn« 
aQd^a strong guard placed over her, to prerent 
her even attempting to escape* Tber% 
eiflirely anaeqnainted with every thing thai 
was g^ing on, and with no companion bol 
the horrorHrtruck Jennet, she nnderweni die 
most crael anxiety. The noise of firing made 
her tremble for the safety of her "father and 
her brother; nor was the other compankm ef 
her juvenile years a stranger to her thonghls* 

w • 

• • * \ 

.. The Earl finding himself foiled in every 
fittempt he made to ^in admittance to the 
Ci^rtle, had recourse to a stratagem, that he 
hoped would, force the Duke and his par^ 
to abandon the Castle, when he flattered 
himself he should easily effect the rescue of 
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bw. daugbter,— he immediately' set his people 
4o*w5rfc, to dclfm up the rirer of Leren, by 
Vhicb the lake emptied itself.* This dani was 
constructed so big^ and strong, that the water 
could not flow as usual, and consequently rose 
daily to such a height, that induced the Earl to 
hope his plan would be successful; and- be 
wiEiited with anxious impatience for the moment 
which would at once irestore to bis arms tb^ 
child of his love, and punish the base robber 
who bad torn her from bis protection. 

Lord Balfour bad been absent two days 
to raise a fresh supply >of men ; when about 
ten miles distant from Kinross, on his return 
bis horse took fright and threw him; for 



• • ■ » 

< History records that Loch LcYen Castle was 

besieged by Sir John De Stirling, in 1334 — and that 

iiach a iltratagem was made use of, and terminated fai 

favor of the besieged. For a reference to the ciirenia- 

»tance, see the Beauties of Scotland, voL i?. p. 85. 
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some time he shewed no signs of nnimstiont 
and a servant was immediately disfjntched t6 
in£>rm his father, of the accident. The good 
man, taught to believe his favorite son wonM 
hardly live to scfe him, and jadging that it 
would yet take some days jto overflow the 
Castlef, disposed of his men to the best ad- 
vantage for 'carrying on his plans —sent 
Cdward to receive the contribntion of men 
that BaHbur had assembled— and then set- 
out, with a greater dogbee of agitation than' 
can 'be well imagined, to take, as he supposed, 
a.I^t faj^ewel of bis dying son. 

On his arrival at. the house his son occUr 
piody he was agreeably surprised to find th^^ 
he was in no danger, if kept Undisturbed; 
hia arm and leg were both broken — hot an 
eminent physician attended him, who assured 
die £lnrl that in a case of the kind» no« 

thiog;' could wear a more favorable aspect 

that fever alone Was' to be dreaded; and he 

H 3 
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thought quietness would preve&l any great 
degree of^ it. The Earl, satisfied as ta :Ae 
eare that would be taken of him^ hasftened 
Eis return to Loch Leren; but, alas! he teo 
late discovered that it: would have been wise 
to have waited some time for the additional 
men, than to have sent off Edward during 
his own absence: for the Duke having gained 
itiformation that each had left his station, 
took advantage of it, and sent out ' a light 
boat with four men, provided with proper 
instruments for destroying the dam, who 
proceeded with •caution and reached it nn- 
perceived; they laboured almost the whole 
^ night with little effect, and had alinost 
despaired of accomplishing their purpose, 
when 4hey observed the water begin to eonse 
dirough the apertures they had tnade^ in 
drops, and hastened to curry the joyful news 
to 'their l4ord, who liberally rewarded 4heir 
perse vetHmte* The water ^omtinued^gradually 
to wid^u'the breach, and within the space of 



OB, CTK CAPnYE. ]5§ 

iwolKHiis ias oat wilb fiodigioiis impetumkyk 
«wedpiiig every dling away that imptd^A Hm 
^^togrem. The Earl'a rmuik with difiei% 
tnade their escape, and Hieetiiig. their Lonl» 
detailed the miBfbrtoae. The Earl 
pnly, his own want of foreaighti aad, 
Toring to collect his scattered men, rasolTed 
4o return to Loch Iieren, with a double foroe^ 
and immediately rescue his dittd, or perish ia 
the attempt. 

, Edward, on arriying at Kinross with his 
reinforcement, soon learnt the partiealam of 
the unfortunate occurrence; and fearing tlMt 
the Diike might arail himself of the genfTsI 
^Anfusion to remove the Lady Mary,; ^^itfdcly 
«pbced gfuards near the lake so luik to -prfeve^lt 
,the possibility of any person from the Castle 
iandiag; and sending a messenger to ittfimu 
.4he Earl of his ^roceedingsi he f€!roi0d.a ^n 
•for de ' ieteape of the captire, that, be ' beped 
^ottld prose saeeessfiiL He understml'^.that 
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a boat had brcMight threb men on shore aboat 
an boar premus to his having placed Ins 
guards, who he supposed were confidenliol 
senrants, sent to reconnoitre, and probably to 
procure provision, or other necessaries. The 
return of those men he determined to watch; 
and, accordingly placed his people in so^ 
directions, as must prevent their passing un- 
noticed : the interim he employed in prepaiing* 
a ladder of ropes, and every thing, requisite to 
promote the escape of his beloved Mary. Late 
in the evening the men, as was expected, arrived, 
and were immediatly seized and carried to 
Mr. E. Douglas, who obliged them to afford 
him an accurate description of the situation 
of the room in which Lady Mary was con* 
fined,-<r'tlie number of guards placed near 
it, — and la^ly, to give htm the watch-word. 
Having gained the necessary intelligence, he 
caused them to be closely confined, and making 
them 'exchange their clothes, he habited him* 
self, and twcTof his followers, in ikeir^aaidt 
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garbs— thus disgdised, they got into the boat, 
taking with them die Farioua articles that had 
beenl .procured by order of the l)ttke, and 
soon reached the island; The coantersign 
being given, they were saffered to pass, and 
with some difficulty made their way to a hall 
in the Castle. Here Edward pretended a wish 
to see the Duke — ^but added, that if he were 
engaged, there was a paper to be delivered to 
him, containing his report ;-^this merely- an- 
noBticed the safe arrival of his Grace's ser- 
vants, with their different commissions, and an 
erroneous, account of the disposal of the Earl 
of Blessington's vassals, under the command 
of Mn E. Douglas. The Duke sent word he 
was perfectly satisfied, and would see the men 
m the morning. This was a relief to Edward,^ 
who feared nothing so much as being i^cog- 
iiised. His next effort was to gain over the 
keeper of the gates; and while his companions 
wer6 empbyed in cuttiBg away H^ cables of 
1^ the boa(%' and: settmg them adrift, (with 
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tbe exception of Ike. one they hoped to .hare 
eccasion for, and which diey.had orders to 
conrey to a particular place, and to wait in it) 
Edward was plying the keeper with driak; 
Md .at last succeeded in OFcrpowertng fait 
tensesi when the keys of the outer gates were 
easily procured. He now passed .without sus- 
picion to the east side of the Castle, where he 
judged the lovely Mary was confined; — ^but 
there he paused fixr a moment, almost despair- 
ing of the practicability of her deliverance. 
The tower was lofty and under a strong guard, 
but rather detached from the Castle; tbe 
interior communication to which, appeared to 
be through a long gallery, but the common 
entcance was. by an outer door, leading up 
a winding stone stair; at this door w^e 
placed ^o centinels*?— to pass them seemed 
impossible ;— he walked round and suvr^ed 
the tower-9-but the closer "he examined it, (he 
more hopeless he becamei till grov^ desperate 
firom the hazardous situation, in vhich he wss 
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]^laced, lie detenniiied to fix hk rape ladder 
to a window that he thooght miwt beloag to 
the gallery between the eaade and the lower. 
He was aware that centineb were placed ob 
the battlements, and that should Aey hear aojr 
noise, they woald fire — which, eren if he 
shoold escape being wounded, most discover 
]itm-«and crash his dearest hope: — but the 
recollection of being so near the divine Msiy, 
gave him oourage to attempt erory thing, and 
the night favored him. 

The moon had risen, but it was donded— 
and its shadows often deceived the eye* 
Edward i^<»^ ascended the ladder with rapid 
strides, and found some difficulty in opening 
die window ; ■ however he overcame it by 
patience, and the -assistance of the instru- 
ments with which he was provicleds-^pr 
vrhat barrier is proof t^g^mnst love!— Having 
got within Ao window, he ventiired to turn 
tho dark hmthom he had -'been hidierto 
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Mrald'to use,\aQd by its means disq6v»ed 
Ihaet he really had been so fortunate' ^s to 
get into the gallery^ which had been ^ de- 
scribed to him as leading into Lady ^Mary!s 
prison; bat at the same moment, to . his 
consternation, he diescried ; three doors,, and: 
the dread of opening the wrong one made 
him .'hesitate, till he heard a well-knawn 
yoioe express anxieity for her father. He 
mpyed with light and hasty steps, as his ear 
directed him, and his hand rested on the 
lock of the door which fastened upon the 
object of his adoration, 'ere he rec6Uected 
the terror :she would probably experience,- 
and the effect surprise might haFO upon, 
her when she discovered ' who he was— yet, 
there; was no time for delibenition, and ha. 
slowly turped the lock — the door creeked, 
and Lady Mary turned .her eyes upon it 
with looks of silent . alarm* Jennet crept 
towards her; and, as Edw^d hastily entered, 
screamed aloud. : He put hi^ fiiiger. oo his. 
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lip¥| and gentlj adranced — ^but bow describe 
the ' emotio'iis of poor Mary, when, in the 
paHid Visage* of her inidnig^ht Tisitor, she 
recognized ' her best' belored friend, her 
^Edward! Surprise seemed to suspend every 
factihy. Unable to speak, to move, or hdrdly 
to breathe, she only pressed his hand^-and 
looked at him with expressive tendernlBss. 
Edward eyed her altered form with a sorrow 
past Expression — "Alas! my sweet friend," 
exclaimed he, ^^how much must you have 
suffered ! — but the moments are precious. I 
hope to effect your escape! — Have you courage 
to venture with' mel"— "Oh! yes, said. Mary 
eagerly :^-but first tell . me, is niy father"-*— 
^he is well," interrupted Edward, ** though 
deeply afflicted at your absence:" — ''and my 
brother"-—'' has suffered from' an accident — 
but is'- in a fair way of doing well, not many 
miles from hence." — " Poor fellow — but I am 
satisfied*^! see the necessity of not retarding 
your ' generous purpose by exacting answers 
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to Ae many quealioiui I . could .iiAk«««-Yet» 
Edwardj are yoa «ware «f tha ride yoa hiiv« 
eneountered? Shooid my fligbt be deteoted^ 
I tremble for you." — He soothed ker fears, 
and carefully wrapping ber in a large eloali^ 
assisted ber down tbe ladder. Jennet in- 
treated to be suffered to accompany tbem; 
and Lady Mary's grateful recollection of tbe 
many bours, during ber long confinement, in 
wbicb sbe bad felt sootbed by ber gentleness, 
and artless expressions of good will, readily 
Consented to gratify ber wisb; and tbey 
pursued tbeir way witb caution and sSeHbe. 
Tbe gloom of tbe nigbt bad fortunately iir- 
ereased; andtbe moon being completely over^ 
sbadowed, — ^it was impossible to distingmsb 
figures; — and as Edward gave the wateb. word 
to eacb centinel, as tbey passed, tbey reacbed 
the outer gate in safety; — and Edward imiHe- 
diately applied his stolen key :^ — ^but wbat was 
his confusion when be found tbe gate resist bis 
strongest efforts to open it ! . Lady Mary, almost 
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dead with terrory found it difficult to aupport 
ker spirifg; nw did the mmoke$ of the timid 
Jennet ^xRitribute to heighten them. Edward 
was damb tritfa anguish ; but concealing* die 
light which issued from the lanthorn, by 
iliFOwing his handkerchief over it, he tamed 
it towards the gate, and found the impedimenti 
which stopped their proceedings was occasioned 
by a bar of wood which crossed the gate, and 
was fastened by a padlock. He tried a key, 
and to his great joy it gave way; but, in 
the violent tremor that agitated bis frame» he 
let fall the bar» The nou^e it made, seemed to 
cause general alarm, for in an instant several' 
guns were fired-^but befoce the reports could' 
collect the guards together, Edward had 
secured the grate, and was, with bis precious 
i^arge, safely seated in the boat. He threw 
the keys into the lake, and assisted in plying 
the oar, for the night was cold and^ stormy, 
and he was anxious to place Lady Mary in a 
place of safety, where she could command the 
comfort and assistance she required. 
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Every thing appeared in confusibii at' the 
Castle,* lights were seen passing and repasstug 
af every ^inddw, and various efforts to burst 
opeii the gates were heard; at last they 
supc^eded iu. scaling the wMls, when the lights 
fgain Bppe^ried, and traversed the island in all 
^iFeotidns;-^but as they could find no boat, 
they were obliged to retarn mto the Castle. 

, The Duke, maddened with vexation, was in 
DO Kamouf to hear the sarcasms of his sisfer, 
or tp support his own thought— ^ thoiisand 
times be execrated thi^ fblly that made him 
delay taking advantage of bis lost prize, while 
ahe was in his power^-^cursed the vanity 
that had flattered him with the idea of owiiig 
to her inclination the consent he mighi have 
enforced, and vented the spleen that devoured 

' • ^ Qaeen Mary escaped from Loch Leven Castle 
by the .assistance of her keeper's brother, George 
IH>iigh8,wliowaa captivialjDd by her bemtcbin^ charms. 
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bim, on every one witbin his reacb, in addition 
to the. mortification of being deprived of the 
0nly woman he had ever been ambitioafl of 
marrying. He dreaded the consequence that 
might arise from the exasperation of her 
friends. He, however, determined to. act 
upon the defensive, and to vindicate his own 
conduct at the expence of the Countess of 
Biessington ; accordingly he addressed a 
letter to the Earl, announcing the escape of 
Lsuly Mary from iiis protection, and hoping 
khe would reach her paternal home in safety. 
Be acknowledged the culpability of his own 
conduct, but. -endeavored to palliate it by 
pleading the warmth of his attachment-rde- 
jdaring, at the same time, that he was influenced 
in the whole of his. proceedings bythe Countess 
^of Blesnngton, who herself proposed decoying 
'her ^daughter from the iMWora of her famfly, ag 
«be pFobable means of bringing about Ae 
desired vmoBh-and was besides the instimiior 
at tiae tigofmw ttestnient Lady Mary met wiA, 
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during^ the Ifitler part of her confinj^iientv Il€l 
addedy thait be was fully awiire of the varioiia 
plans the. Earl might ptirsue^ to make him 
aoo^nable for the detentton of bis daughter ^ 
It^ut he took the present opportunity of warning 
JiiBiy that whatever dii^;race he .might be sab* 
ject tOy lAdy Btessingtoi; should shaare it; for 
tie had letters, which would prove to the world 
the truth Of what he Jiad advanced.. 

Edward on reaching the shore, conducted 
Lady Mary to a house, where eveiy .aid and 
^mfort was aduiinisteredi to support, her debi- 
litated frame. ..The follo*wiog nlor^iag, in 
despite of her weakness, her impatience to 
Embrace her lather hurried her foniard; 
and £d)ivard . accompanied her to Blessii^^fini 
lipdge, wMther the Earl had ^n^, to. cnlleet 
,a reinfercenent of men, to enable hiin to. cairy 
this propos^ scheme into execution :-^t wJa 

4 

late 'ere they ' reached the Lodge : v l4idy 

r 

Blessington had retired^ and the Earii was 
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bmily occupied in areuiguig Ui' papa* pre* 
paratory to the next jonmey to Lodi Ltmea, 
which he was reaolred to coaunance the UUow* 
iBg^ay; when Edward had the h^pineaaaf 
presenting to him the darling object of Us 
patemal^flolidtude. Sivprisedy deligfaled, the 
Earl folded her to his booom, wtdi 
fonifeesB— while tears of sflent joy paced 
^her down hiir cheeks, and nnmanned Jbim. 
The happiness of again beholding her fidier, 
with the mingled emotion of sorrow ai his 
altered appearance, was too mudi for Lady 
l&ry's. weakened spiritei, and she fainted; — bat 
die caresses of her father, and the iender 
attentions 4>f. the agbated Edward, soon reeo* 
▼ered'her, when she waa confireyed to li& 
chumber to partate of diose balmy slomben, 
ef;whicb she had* been -ao long deprired.by 
darim and grief. She slept indeed aetme: 
but the idea of her mother's nnnatatal caadm 
intin&ded itself ; and, bannted "by an^my 
' ireams, she awoke ampdfiredlMd, widi pi^^ni 
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images imprinted on her. mind. She howerer 
iletermined, in. detailing the fiufierings she had 
experiienced to her father, not to acquaint him 
with the part Lady Blesaing^on.. bad taken ^ in 
them. She also continued .to .treat her. with 
the ,same dutiful respect she had always en^i^ 
deayored^ to observe towards .her. The Earl 
feund'her in 4he moryiing fererish,;'and far from 
well; he.immediat'ely-sent for a physician, wha 
did not appear: to like th^ symptoms of ber 
colnplaint. 

The moment the Coimtess heard of Lady 
Mary's arrii^I, she ' felt conscious that h^ 
conduct must be exposed; and her pride 
shrinking from the apbiaidings of. her .hns« 
bandy and the disgmce she would en'oonii- 
ter, . determined her to quit the Lodge» 
without :eTen seeing her daughter; and.t^ 
excuse herselfy by learing wprd, diat haring^ 
receiFcd intelligence of the sudden indisposi- 
tion of the Countess of . Chalmoner, B\kp had 
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Aought it neeessai^ to hasten in affbrdiog her 
fiial^raal attendanee^ The Earl was lost m 
)astonisbment al her conduet: he was aware 
diat Lady Maary had never been the child 
of b^ affection^ but did not conceire it 
possible, that a mother coold be so totdly 
devoid df attachment to any of her oflEspring, 
9A to Evince mth apathy, on the leeoTety 
df to aijliable daoghteri who had been so 
long lost to them. He was vainly pozading 
himself to account for stich extraordinary 
conduct, when the letter from the Buke 
^ Leven was pnt into' his hands. On pera- 
sinjgf it, he felt it difficult to reconcile the 
contents with the' ideas of his upright mind, 
and instantly sent for his respected friend^ 
Mr. Douglas, to consult him on the steps no* 
cessary'to be taken* The impetuous, warmth, 
and indi^nmit spirit, of Edward; resdved 
on makiog the Duke answer with his sword 
for the base and dastardly conduct he had 
pursued: but' the cooler jodginent of the 
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Earl, secoaded. by Mr. Douglas, determined 
on .making him. ameiiable to the laws of 
his coantry, notwithJ^tandiDg the exposure of 
the part Lady BlessiDgton ' had disgracefally 
tidcen in the business must necessarily follow; 
a screen thai his Grace iseemed 'to > depend 
inuch upon, for the cotncealment of his own 
deviation from, rectitude and honor; but the 
Earl justly thought, . diat as his Lady had 
degraded her ^rank, as . much as khB iiaJ 
forgot the feelings of a parent, or the 'duly of 
a wife, she did not merit clemency from hina. 
The increasing illness,' however, of his beloved 

• 

Mary, soon alarmed his fears, and every feeling 
concentrated in -one object, he omitted putting 
his design into ioMnediate practise of securing 
the Duke of Leven^s person. The intention, 
however, Teacfaed the ears of that tiobleman--* 
and, unwilling to submit to the decision of 
the law, or the penalty it ^nnght -enact, he 
prepared to ^ quit the couiitiy, liopio^ that 
'ring a few years absence, the resentment 
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of the Earl and his party would 1m allayed, 
and the affair in a great measure oblketated 
from their mm^. 

Lord Balfour was soon so far recovered as 
to be remoYed to his paternal residence, where 
w|th inexpressible anguish, he understood that 
rery slight hopes were entertained of kis sis* 
ter^s life; — ^he was also shocked at his fedier^s 
appearances — the anxiety and fatigue he bad 
undergone, joined to the sorrow that now 
orerwhelmed him, seemed to have entirely 
subdued the powers tjf his energetic mind; 
^— he walked incessantly at the bed side 
of her who was the pride and joy cf his 
heart} but took no notice of any thing else^ 
When be saw Balfour, a transitory gleam 
of satisfaction illumined his countenance; but 
it wan the glow only of a moment, and he 
again sunk into the lieaviest despondency. 
Amid the Tarioiis emotions which agitated 
botfi father and son, the hapless Edward 

i2 
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^as disregarded — ^yet his feeltugs were of do 
cDminoo; kind— *they peaetrated the ininofit 
recesses of his soul. He felt as if bis life 
was suspended by a thread — and, like the 
wounded bird in the air, trembled awhile 
With hope, 'ere be fell to his native earth « 
Agonizing fears pppre^ed each individual -a^ 
the Lodge for nearly a month. Mr. Douglas 
alon^ posis^ssed copimand over himself, duriDg* 
this trying period-r-and was at onc^ the kind 
aiaiistaDti. the inQral adviser, and the spiritual 
^om&rter^ — ^The disorder of the lovely suf- 
ferer about this time took a , favpiiEd>ie tum^ 
and. the benign star of hope b^gan to cheer 

■ 

heir .friends wjth' Us rays; — they glanced, 
indeed, at a distonee, but.t'heir beams, dis^ 
pcarsed the; dark glQQm\ which had 'so long" 
depressed their jipidts. 

As Ibings assumed a more promising aspect, 
the Earl undertook . the painful task of com- 
Tnunicating his sentimeQts to Lady Blessjngton. 
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He iDfdriaed b«rthat slie had fiirfeited all claim 
to his regard or protection;— -that, neTertheleaB 
he would enable her to support in some degree 
the rank to which she had been accqstomed, 
<Mk condition that she nerar attempted to 
him. He . regretted that cvcnmstaneee 
prevented him from ianmedialely 
the Doke of Leren; bat coAgtatolated 
Ladyship on his absence, since it woald be 
Ae nieans of concealing from the public tha 
shamefnl part ^he^ had taken in tfce anfferiaga 
6f her atbiable daaffhteir. 

Th.e Opnntess felt very well pleased that 
the affait* had terminated so qaietiy; bat she 
r^ci^ved a severe mortifi<»tioD, when, on ex- 
(iectinlp^the gratnlation of her fiivorite daughlery 
her Ladyship told her that she coald not diink 
of giving any conntenance to the mother who 
had given such just oficnce to her honored 
father — ^that it was with pain she added the 
request of the Earl of Chalmoft^, that her 
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Ladyship would as early as possible proYide 
-berself with. another residence, 

, Lady Blessington shocked^ and enraged 

beyond measure, burst into an agony of tears, 

and gare vent to the most bitter upbraid^gs. 

She however obeyed the dictates of ber 

pride, which forbad ^her remaining a single 

hour aftei' the ungrateful dismissal she had 

experienced : she provided herself with ^ 

t^porary abode, till a regulmr establishment 

could be prepared for ber receptioui wbere 

she lived mucb neglected by her former 

associates, and totally unnoticed by any part 

of her pwu family. — degraded ia bcfr own 

eyes, as, well as in others, she- bad abundant 

leisure to reflect on the impropriety of the 

early plans she had adopted with her dbfl** 

dren, and to regret the fidse indulgence she had 

bestowed on the two eldest* 

« 

When the roses of health aglun bloomed 
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upon the cbeeU of Lady Mary; «he leanil the 
difier^nt occurrencea dial had taken place 
daring her illness. She rejoiced at the de* 
pi^rtllre of the Duke, and took every posaible 
means to effect a i^conciliation betwe^i her 
beloved father and the Coai&teaB; hot this 
was; among the very few requests that he 
win firm in refnsing eveil 16 his dflrling# 



Balfour had entirely recovered the use .of 
his kg and arm, and enjoying good health 

and spirits. him^Mf he was** xuktmmy^^. thfi 
appearance of the drooping Edward* The 
Earl also noticed th](s drooping wan«l&:e form^ 
and sending for. him one day.M his study, 
questioned him ta the cause of the melaa« 

i 4 

eholy whibh stamped his countenance) and 
marked every action; Edward attributed, it 
to want i>f health'; and said, if he had 
strength to g6 &At to India, the cban^ , of 
climate Would probably assist hii recovery* 
The £aFl expressed his fears that some s^crst 
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borrow preyed .a|>bQ bis'iamd; md tiiirei^ed 
t<f become > bis (ioiifideot, tbat he wight try 
faj» skill in administering 4i batm, whicli he 
flattered tnrafi'elf would effect his cure. Edward 
wi^ confiised;-«*»tlifl paleeJ[>e«t higk^^he blood 
quicklymantled on his cheeki^^aild as quickly 
forsook them; — ^he found the secretvof his heart 
was betr9iyed»-- 4tnd dreadipg to encounter 4iitf 
reproaches of his excellent patron, he implored 
his pardon for an inTolonta^ feolt, that wan 
itself its own pnniiABi0tit-*->and hastily quitted 
the- 



• Lady Mary was . at the moment obeying a 
message of her father's, and meeting Edward 
with a countenance more than usually pale^ 
a^d deleted, she stopped to speak to bna; 
«-**he took her hand, and pressing it ardently' 
to his lips,' said, ^forgive, dearest Lady Ifary 
this last offencc'^l go,'^ added he, in a tre- 
mulous Toice, ^ we meet no more/* Lady 
Mary changed color, as she involuntarily 
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exeltimed, « H^r^n forbid!" and waf about 

* 

to entf^ke htfl meanilig, ^beit tbo. Earl ap- 
peibred: bplh lo6ked /cotafiiBed and agitated*— 
but hh gently taking a hand id eafcb« ted 
fb^n back Vo tire library--^ I 'perMite, n/ 
deareit (children/^ laid be, ** that yotf Woatd 
bilve .dedeiv^d me; yet^ eonrinced that *pch 
an intentioh aroBo 6nly from a fear tiiat the 
kriovledge of your mutual aentimeilts would 
ojflTend, I forgave you; abd, in return, £d<* 
ward, for the felicity ydu re8t<>red to me^ when 
you produced my treasure, I will rewflvd yM 
by comigDing it to your care/' EdwM'd 
OFercoine with eitotion, could' only ' proitrate 
himself in silent gratitude at the Earl^ feet^ 
Lady Mary surprised, and abashed, concealed 
bef face in her father's besom ;-^-^e tetiderly 
embraced her, saying, *^ you hare Udterlo^ iby 
beloved chiid^ been every thing the 'fondest 
patent could - wiidi; imd I trust that jaur 
obedience' to iny wUies,'tn Ibis inMttice;'will 
be ii<^ sacrifiee of your inclinations. You Will 

I 3 



J 
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have the blewing of a father fondly solicitous 

* 

for your happiness. I have little doubt, but 
my old and respected friend, Mr. Douglas, 
will at my request join your hands ; and I am 
persuaded Balfour will be delighted to call a 
friend, he has so long and so tenderly loved, 
by the endearing appellation of brodier. Be 
united then, my children," added he, placingr^ 
the gentle Mary's hand within that of the 
transported Edward: and may the g^uardian 
i^irit of the good watch over and ^protect ye ! 
May your bliss be confirmed by many li joyooa 
year! and may your increasing Tirtues soothe 
the evening of life to both your happy fa* 
thers/' 

. 3fr« Douglas very soon after joyfully united 
this interesting pair* The young couple resided 
with the E^rl, who each year -appropriated 
a si|m of money .towards the purchase of a 
small estate for them, without breaking npoa 
Lady Mary's fortune^ that when he should 
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ckMBie his eardily career, they niight not feel 
too great a change of circinnataacee* 

> Lord Balfour still determined on a military 
life, pursued his career, and in due time attained 
a rank that afibrded him many opportunities of 
distingtiishing himself. 

Lord Lennox turned out a dissipated 
haughty character, and quarrelling upon some 
trivial occasion with a modem man of hanar^ 
a challenge ensued, and his Lordship fell a 
sacrifice to his folly. 

The Countess of Blessington had long 
been W prey to nervous complaints, which 
increased to such a degree, on receiving the 
account of her son's death, that she took to 
her bed — and, humbled by long illness, she 
wrote a repentant letter to her husband and 
daughter, earnestly begging to see them 'ere 
she departed life. Both, equally willing 
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to forgite and soothe. b penitent^ obeyed dbe 
summons — and watohed with unwearied ten* 
dernesa during her long and painful illnesih- 
aVid when at last, she expired, in the lojifred 
Mary'ii arms, it was with a bitter sigh ^ 
retdliection at her own cruel injustice. . Tbe 
last and proper respect was-paid^her memory 

by conveying her remains to the family vauU« 

» 

The Earl and. hia daughter^ acoonipanied 
by Balfour and Edward, paid a visit to Rose^ 
berry Hall, 'ere they returned to their, own 
happy home. — The Earl . and Countess of 
Chalmoner, like most fashionable couples, 
W^6. not conspicuous for domestic felidty; 
and the Blessington Xodge party were sooo 
glad to retreat to their own fire aide^-'where, 
loving and beloved, they delighted in muni-* 
ficent acts of benevolence-— tiie ^Aessing of tbe 
poor, and their own approving conscience, was 
dieir rich rewards. The ofive branches spread 
around th^ir t^Ue, and bid fair to do honor Ui 
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the fostering care of those who tenderly cnl- 
livated and reared them. 

The worthy Earl, and his revered tneniif 
Mr. Douglas, as f{ill of years as honors, and 
imbibing their happiness from that of their 
amiable children, g^radually and smoothly 
floated down the stream of life — finishing 
their mortal career with that enyiable serenity, 
which is the recompense of the virtnootf— and, 
it is humbly hoped, is an earnest of supreme 
felicity in a wcMrld to come. 
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UECTOR Macdoaald was die son of a bigh-> 
land Laird, and drew his first breath amid 

fl 

the bold and sublime scenery of ArgjJeshirew 
His father's estate (Achtricarn) was contigvous 
to that of the Laird of Glencoe, and the most 
cordial intimaoy had ever subsisted between 
the families, who indeed were nearly related. 
Mr* McDonald of Glencoe, had one only 
daughter; her sweetness of temper gare early 
indications of a gentle and affectionate nature, 
imd Hector from infancy ^as the loving and 
beloved companion of all her pains and plea- 
Bures. The parents of boA watched the 
progress of this juvenile attachment with 
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equal satisfactioii, and looked forward to the 
nnioQ of the young couple, as a happy occur- 
rence which would more firmly bind them in 
the ties of relationship as well as frieddship* 

An alliance with the heiress of the weidtby 
Laird of Glencoe was thought desirable by 
many; and when the blossoms of Penelope's 
beauty began to expand, unnumbered suitors, 
attracted by those charms, or perhaps in- 

« 

fluenceA.by the wish of possessing her fadier^s 
wealth, wooed the love of the fair tnaid; yc^t 
the prize was reserved for the happy Hectoi*, 
and they were each in turn rejected. 

One day as the youthful pair were stroll hig 
along the banks of the Coe, enjoying (he 
wild beauties of their native glen, with all 
that pure serenity wliieh h^ hitherto marked 
their lives, they observed a carriage coming 
down a steep and abrupt *hill with such velo- 
city, that they trembled for the fate of those 
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Within it; they watcbed it widi painfoI-aBxiety, 
and in a few minutes the hones fell, and the 
carriage was overturned. Hector quitted the 
afiiJghted Penelope^ and flew to obtain as- 
sistance; the alarm was quickly spread, and 
every kind sendee ' tended to the unlncky 
travellera, who proved to be die Bail of BiwU 
ford and Colonel Campbell. Berth gentlemen 
had received severe contusions; and die former 
had bis shoulder dislocated. They were con- 
t^qped with care to Glencoe house^ where 
mti&cal sfciU and studied attention soow re- 
stored them to health, and both ^Kpressed the 
strongest sense of obligation for the ho^itality 
with which they had been entertained* They 
were easily persuaded to prolong their stay 
after they recovered, while all the powers of. 
pleasing were exerted for their amusement by 
Glencoe, and die diSkr&kt fiimilies they visited, 
as his . friends ;->-and ibr several weeks the 
glen was a scene of festive gaiety*. 
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Lord Bradford^ was rather past, the meri- 
dian of life, but uncommonly handaome; he 
fltOl retained much of the bloom of youth. He 
was going with his friend. Colonel Canipbelli 
on a shooting excursion^ at the time the aBbci^ 
dent (which they poiitdy deemed fortumite) 
introduced them to' the friendly infaaUtanti 
of Glencoe. 

Lord Bradford,. pleased with the simplicHjf 
^f Penelope's manneni^ and fascinated! wkh 
those oharmftDf whidh she seemed perfectly utt* 
conscioas, paid her such marked attention, that 
she endeaFored as much as possible to avoid 
his society ; while h^ father, without seeming^ 
to notice any thing particular in the Earlfs cou^ 
duct, mentioned the intended union between 
his daughter and Hector, which was deferred 
piily from the extreme youth of tbe parties; 
but hoped his Loi*dsbip would honor their 
nuptials with, his presence, whenever they 
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shoold take plaee.-— Lord Bradford concealed 

his . ehagrin, bat took an early opporCuliitj of 

confiding it to his companion, the Col<Hiel, who 

engaged to awakeii such anxiety for a miUtary 

life in the breast of the yonthfal Hector^ aft 

riionld cause a separation between the lovers. 

• 
He began his cruel attack, by seeming to 

take particular delight in the society of the 

youth; a^d when, parties were engaged in 

various amusements, he would contrive to 

draw him away, and like NorvaFs herout, 

*' discourse of war — and shake hiB years away 

to act his youngs encounters :" — and, like 

Norval too, the admiration of Hector made 

him eag^r in listening to a detail of exploits 

in which he long^ to bear a part« His ardent 

mind was quickly touched with the fire of a 

martial spirit, and he ** longed to follow to die 

field some warlSce lord*" 

At &st he was caotioas of making known 
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or eren encouraging these new ideas-^these 
powerfnl feelings, to which eren lore itself 
yielded; but, as the day approached, in which 
Colonel Campbell was to quit the glen with 
Lord Bradford, he owned that his inclinatioiL 
led him to adopt the profession of the former, 

did he not dread that the opposition of his 

< 

friends would impede any attempt he might 
make to accomplish his wish. Colonel Camp* 
bell quickly proposed inviting him to accom- 
pany himself and Lord Bradford in their 
excursion; during which period every proper 
arrangement could be made, when he could also 
inform his family by letter of his resolutions. 
Hector hesitated, to him^ who knew how dear he 
was to his &mily — and bow fondly they looked 
forward to the consummaticm of what a very 
few weeks since was the sum of all his earthly 
hopes— to him who knew this, and who still 
tenderly loved his Penelope, the measure 
iqppeared cruel: but rallied by his newly 
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acquired jfriends^ for not knowing his owA 
mind, joiiied.to a certainty that there was no 
i>ti|er way of g^ratifying the ardor wbich 
glowed withiii his bosom, and which heima-* 
gined was ^v«ntaally to Jead him to thai high 
honor, which would soon reconcile his friends 
to the plan he idopted, be consented to their 
proposal, and his ^parents cheerfully agreed to 
part with him for a few "weeks—- ieyen the 
gentle Penelope did not object. -^^ He will 
soon return," said she, ^ with a higher relish 
for the sweets of his natire 'glen, irom. this 
temporary absence." ^But ^Hector, -^ifbo was 
obliged to acknowle'dge >to himself the pro^ 
bability of his not returning, for at least some 
years, felt so conscious of the cruelty jof his 
design, that his heart sunk in sadness* He 
gazed on Penelope 'widi increased affection, 
and was tempted to inform her of his inteii* 
tions; yet, feeling the influence her uncontrolled 
grief would have over him, he persevered in 
his determined silence* The morning he was to 
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set out on tbe pl*opo9ed exooiBiony be waii«« 
dered O'^ff eretj farorite wdk, which widi 
hi» beloy^d Penelope he had ^ften traced;--* 
the ha^py hours of the psust^ his memory 
iliatphed boBBt oUiFipili and he dwdt upon 
them witfi exquisite fondnew;-- 4fae sceaery 
risitig to view as he shiwiy pursued hin 
meditative walk, appeared to hii high-wfougfat 
imagtuatioD, more than ever picturesque; h^ 
fancied additional sttUimity in ihe grandeur 
of the rocks» which in various fantastic forms 
c'very where met the eye-^the murmuring sound 
of the Coe seemed more iban usually sweet to 
his ears^and the trees that had been planted 
by his bands^ and nurtured by the care of his 
Penelope, appeared to have received new 
beauty ;-*"all nature, in short, looked to his 
, enchanted eyes more lovely than he had 
before beheld it, and seemed as if displaying 
its charms to invite his stay. As this idea 
crossed his mind, he reproached that wayward 
.disposition which incNned him to quit thoepe 
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oh^ecta so dear to his hear^-^-^nd checked 
the in'copsisteiicy which made him regret what 
he had the power of retainiog. "Alas!" ex- 
xiaimed he, "how strangely do we disregard 
th^ ble3$ii>gs in our p6s8e8$ion! it is not till 
likely, to lose thefu that we duly appreciate 
their ralae!" At this moment Penelope in- 
ierrupted his polili)quy; I«*r countenance, was 
.meIaiK«fao]y, and her spjrits were agit^t^, at 
.the near approach of her separation from her 
best beloved* . Hector tepderjy pressed her 
.handy — ^but Jt was some, moments before either 
could speak. Penelope at last said, "I am 
ashamed^ dear Hector, of this weakness; — it 
looks so like a reproach; but I trust you wi)^ 
find an excuse for it in the excess .of my 
tendjeiniess; and remember it is the first time 
we have ever parted, even for a day: I will 
endeavor to reconcile myself to your absence, 
for a few weeks, and look fon^^ard to the ex- 
piration of that period for pur re-union, ^ith 
joyful hope."' Hector turned away to conceal 

K 
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<l\ig emotion-^hut reqorering^ bimself, drew s 
«riiig from his fmger— ^*' Aec^pt this, dearest 
-Penelope, as a sacred pledge of my lasting' 
•loriB^ and fidelity-rit9 motto^ ^' your's: only, and 
ifor ever**— will be deeply engraven on my 
thearty and realized when vte again meet*'' 
** • . ' » . * 

Penelope held out her band to recei?e tb^ 
gift; and as Hector was endeavoring vto place 
it on her finger, it 4A>pped from his treamfoiws 
band; — ^b^fb e^erly ig^gbt it,' but witboo) 
'<eirect;*--a suioQmrons to breakfast obliged fbem 
ito forego tbetr search;, and, mutually grieved 
•>at a circiimstaiiee so^ singular, it added a pang 

* to the moment. 

Penelope offered bigb rewards to the beads 

• and tehantry, if they could find and restore the 
rrfaig to her; .but in vain — it was never found.* 

^ 1 . II .' .' . _ ' " - ■ --- - ■ ' 

• *^8 juiid; that wheti one of th^ Yisconnts Kilsyili 
'paid his addresses to his Countess, he*psesented.her 



GLENCOK. 195 

The ocearrence preyed upon her mind»ae 
an' bniien that she feared baded no good to her 
beldyed Hector; and too^oon her fears, aoper* 
btitious as they were, seemed verified: when at 
the end of ffix weeks, instead af the anxiously 
expected Hector, a letter. Srom fcim declared 
tiis determination to devote himsriif to a mili* 



with a Ting as a pledge of love, which she dropt in the 

garden. Regarding this cireamstance as an ill oonea, a 

liberal reward was ofifered to any person, who sftoald 

find and restore it, bat it coidd not be foond; and ttt 

^near a centory after was never heard o& Atthatperisd 

^tenant «f thegaMen in digghig potatoes duMM^eied 

'it in a dod of earth;-4t wis at first ooMiderod a 

banUe, but when the legend became apparent, the 

tradition was recollected; and it was supposed to be 

liady Kilsyth's ring. It is of gold, and extenaaUy 

ornamented with a wreath of myrtle; and on the 

internal surfttce is the motto, «* Yowf^ only, and cVor." 

'The proprietor of the Kiliyth'seirtateB Is anppoaedto be 

:in posseaaloii of it. See Beauties of- Scotland, tinder 

.'head of Kilsyih. 

k2 
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lilry life. He softened the infurmation as rauch^ 
as pofisible, by solemnly declariag'his affection 
for Penelope was undiminisbed, and ihttt he 
still looked upon faer as his affianced wife, and 
should ever claim her as bis own; — that he 
)iad felt so weary of the indislent sameness of 
the life he had hitherto led, thH he thdught 
he consulted the happiness of bis friends, as 
well as bis own gratification, in seeking fame 
from the active employ of a soldier. He hoped 
he should be pardoned for not before making 
knoBoi liis sentiments; but bis only motive 
wins to -spare them and himself the fruitless 
pain of endeavoring to -controvert the argfu- 
ments, he was aware would be used to divert 
him from bis purpose. He concluded by 

' " • . • 

saying, that Earl Bradford bi^d, in tbe hand- 
somest maiuier presented him witb a com-> 
mission, which be had jiurcbased in Colonel 
CampbelPs regiment, and that he bad also 
furnished him witb^very necessary .equipineQt; 
— ^tbat be was then in London, from whence he 
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should io a few days set bat for PMsmouUi, 
^here be was to embark for the West Lidiea; 
hMt intreated that he might receive the con- 
solation of knowing be was pardoned 'ere he 
quitted the British shores* 

Nothing could exceed the rage of his 
iather^the consternation of his mother-^the 
wounded pride of Glencoe'and his lady — and 
the heart-rending sorrow of Penelope— on the 
perusal, of this letter.. His father in the im- 
pulse of the moment wrote him a letter, 61Ied 
with the most bitter repreacbes,.and disclaiming 
for Jbis 4on, a being capable of eonduet, that 
evinced him equally unnatural and unfeeliag. 
Maternal tenderness endeavored to soften the 
effect she' feared such rigour mig*ht have on 
.her only hope, and by the following post 
wrote also; eiie made soma severe reflections, 
' but tempered them with a distant hope of 
pardon — ^and. inclosed an ec4er far such a sum 
- of money as she detmad suitable to the occasion . 
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Peuelope'is weak and timid nature, sunk at 
the idea of Hector's indifference, and the bloom 
of health faded under .the pressure of anxiety. 
Her- fond parents, grieved to see the darling 
solace of their lives ,apder the influence of a 
sorrow, that , seemed to crush every hope of 
liiluie happiness, endeavored to awak^b her 
pride, and teaeh it to spurn at -Ae indignamfc 
treatment of h^ lover; but every efiplt was 
vain to rouse a sentiment of anger against hini^ 
oc to divert the melancholy which oppressed 
her apirits'; — all her thoughts were poiate^ 
towajrds him — ajnd she dwelt on his conduct 
with astonishment, and in sadness--but ndt 
in anger. 

A few weeks had thus passed, when Lord 
Bradford surprised Glencoe house with a 
second visit. Mr. McDonald did not receive 
him With his wonted cordiality, since it was 
impossible not to ^attribute Hector's, sudden 
attachment to a military life, to some inter- 
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fcrence of that nobleman, or hk friend; and 
Acbtricam baling imbibed tbe same idea,- 
did not scruple openly to upbraid bim as tbe 
oaose of bis son's absence. His Lordsbip 
calmly beard bis reproacbesy and tben songbt 
to justify bimself. He assured bim tiiat tbe 
yonng man bad determined on tbe line of 
condact be sboald parsne, 'ere be acquainted 
bim wttb bis sentimenti; — and on speaking to 
bim on the subject, be appeared sd resolute, 
that he really imagined in begging bis accept* 
ance of a commission, he was only endearoring 
to nepay*a part of a vast debt of grratitude he 
owed to tbe interesting and hospitable families* 
in Glencoe* He must therefore confess his great- 
surprise, at being so yiolently and ungenerously 
attocked;*-tbat he h^d now visited them with 
the most friendly intention, hoping to peisuade 
Mr. McDonald of Glencoe, and Achtricarnj 
with their families, to honor his Castle with 
a visit, trusting that change of scene would 
help to raise their spirits, and also make them. 
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more just to him. His invitation being d^- 
clin^dy he tried to awaken their ambition, — 
led them gradually to .look forward to the 
period when' Hector's merit would obtain 
rank anc| consequence;, adding, that he might 
then return to the bosom, of his family loaded 
with honoris, and his brow encircled with the 
laurel wreath. Though the minds of his audi- • 
tors were not convinced, they were .soothed 
by these flatterhig anticipations; and by de- 
grees they even became willing to hope that 
Lord Bradford had not. been ito accessary to 
Hector's departure from his duty, as they had: 
at first imagined — and insensibly became ihore^ 
c<M*d!aI in their manners towards him* 

' Penelope, however, who was the magnet* 
that attracted hioi to the glen, preserved' a 
uniform degree of apathy; or, if she varied 
in her feelings, it was to shrink from his' atten- 
tions with abhorrence and disgust|*^yet'he 
'lid not despbir of making an impression 'ere 
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long upon the obd unite fair one; and ifi the 
mean time contpived ' to ingratiate hiniself so 
much with her friendSi that in her father's 
house he was almost a constant inmate, — 
'''Time rolFd its ceaseless course/' but brongftt 
no letter from Hector; and surprise^ indrgna^ 
tion, and angler, by turns agitated his family; 
still, increased grief was the only predomi- 
nant sensation which continued to overpower 
Penelope. 

Lord Bradford -took advantage of Hector's 
silence, to insiunate much a|^ainst him; and 
when successive fleets arrived, and yet brought 
no tidings of the truant youth, he ventured it 
plead his own suit, and ufged the too palpable 
indifference of Hector in his justiflcatton, art- 
fully drawing a comparison between such 
neglect and his own ardent passion; then 
gave a sketch of the noble grandeur ef his 
domains — and prbitdly remarked, • that thei^ 
owner was ' ai^nredly a more suitable match 

K 3 
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for ibe only daughter of Mr. McDonald, thaa 
the hitherto favored lover. 

. Mr. McDonald aad hjs lady were both so 
exasperated, against the faithless Hector^ that 
Iiord Bradford did not find it very diffioult to 
gain their approbatbn in paying his addressei^ 
to the beauteous Penelope; but. she was, not 
so easily won. Wrapt in impenetrable gloomy 
melancholy seemed to mark her for its own— i- 
and she scarcely deigned to listen* to the soft 
vpeeches of the noble Blarl. Often in the midst 
of , a flattering compliment, she tucked witi|^ 
|he most chilling indifierence, to ask sonm 
•imple question remote from the subject;, m 
after, his spending much time . in eloquently 
arguing upon the necessity of her giving up 
^1 idea of her long cherished love, to gratify 
{lis |iffieption,8he would suddenly ^tart from si 
^eep reverie, and ask what he had said? Mad« 
4enifig with vexation, he could. scarcely conceal. 
Ills rag^; but inwardly vowed to revenge 6tL 
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her'fhe sligliti she made him feel. Finding 
he made little or no progpress in the afliiir^ 
he demanded the interference of par^ital 
authority — ^bot the doating parents only pert' 
auaded: and finding that even their gende 
intreaties dktriessed and increased the misery 
of their sonl's darling, they ga^e a positira 
negaiire to his Lordship's proposals; and 
intimated that his absence wonld he consij 
derate and delicate* 

Lord Bradford experienced the most indig<« 
nant resentment at what he deemed an insult, 
and. a riolent quarrel ensued between him and 
Mr. McDonald, which terminated in Ae latter's 
challenging Lord Bradford to answer with his 
sward «ome reflections he had dared to mak^ 
upoft his action. Bot that nobleman; not feeling 
ambitions of discovering faki prowess in widd- 
iDg that deadly weapon, and being determined 
to adopt a plan of revenge that would gratify^ 
without exposing his person, declined theme^l^ 
ing, and abraptly quitted Gleneoe. 
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Mr.. McDonald had beea impelled in the ' 
rash tnoment of extreme . aoger to give the 
jphallenge; but as he really thought of doelliDg 
:ivith proper abhorrence, he rejoiced that the 
cowardly spirit of his adversary had prevented 
the crime, ^hich might have stained him ; and 
which however justified in the . eyes of the 
woddj he had too high a sehse of religion not 
to shrink from with horror. 

Composure had resumed its umpire in the 
breasts of all atGlencoe, except in that of Pene-^ 
lope; bntin her constant bosom the recollection 
of her Jbappy early days throbbed with many' 
aa odong void. She loved the twilight boar> 
and freqisently stole from the watchful care of 
pskivntal love; to indulge in a solitary kixclh 
apnid > those- favd^ite haunts' where the mwi 
blissful hours of her existence had passed* 
Now. she climbed a rocky height; from wfaoid 
stimntit Hector had often, with enthusiastic 
rapture pointed out, while he descanted the 
beautiful and subjinie features of nature which 
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adorued the glen; and yet, sighed uh4f be 
could leare them and me, ah! perhaps* never 
more to behold either! — Now ag^ain she loet 
herself in shades of varied grreeas, where 
reclined on :a mossy bank, she had delighted 
to listen to strains of harmony from Hector's 
flute: the flute indeed she still possessed, but 
he who so sweetly brought forth its sounds 
was gone— rand, as in tender remembrance she 
pressed to her bosom the inanimate ...emento of 
her Hector s skill, her sadness was increased — 
for she felt, that when his Kps had last pressed 
it, they- had carried with them all the sweets, 
and left only the sting of busy memory to her* 
— Often in these wanderings, the ill-omened 
parting gift crossed her imagination, and 
hastening to the spot where it fell, she again, 
.and again, sought it with unwearied care— but . 
she sought it vainly. 

» • 

One evening that she was thus engaged, 
she was suddenly seized by a stranger, who 
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forcibly draggled • her to some distance, where 
she saw two horses^ and another man, with a 
crape over his face. He instantly on her 
appearing, vaulted on his saddle, — she was 
quickly lifted behind him, and the horsd 
gallopped off. — ^The night was fast drawing in, 
and darkness had nearly overcome the shadows 
of evening, when the reins of the horse were 
suddenly seized, and Mr. McDonald, in a thun- 
dering voice, exclaimed-i^-j*' Execrable villain! 
dismount—and with thy life answer for the 
insult thou hast offered to my family.'' Lord 
Bradford (for he indeed it was) was sd 
astonished at this encounter, and so confound- 
ed at his scheme being detected, that he 
shrunk abashed before his upright and 
honorable challenger. After an instant's de« 
liberation, he jirked the reins of his horse, 
and snatching them by the. sudden movement 
from Mr. M'Donald's grasp, put spurs to 
the jaded animal^ and gallopped away. Mr. 
MDonald caught his affrighted fainting chflcl 
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ill his arms, and enraged beyond measare at 
such repeated instances of cowardice^ deter* 
mined to publish the vile conduct of the 
tniscreant, and* exact at the same time some 
surety against the machinafions of an enemy, 
who joined the cunning of a poltroon to the 
malign dispositions of a fiend. He accord* 
ingly took steps to force ]/)rd Bradford ib 
answer for the assault on his daughter m ti 
court of justice; and his Lordship soon found 
that he had not only incurred a heavy penalty, 
l)ut was obliged to find sureties for bis future 
good behaviout, or submit to confinement in a 
cornmon prison*. Thus humbled. Lord Brad- 
foid brooded over a deep revenge, and vo^ed 
never to rest till he had gratified the ignpble 
feeling. 

During the time all this was passing, Pene- 
lope was lingering under the efiects of terror 
and grief. — Mr. McDonald while watching 
over his fragile siifiering child, ffequeD^y 
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pffered thanks to tbiat supermtending PrDri* 
dence, .which had prenerved her through. hini 
from so dreadful a fate, as, becoming the victim 
of the infamous Lord Bradford... He had beea 
examining a new road recently finished through 
the glen, and observed his daughter taking her 
solitary walk:.heai:ing a scream shortly after 
in the direction she took, bp became alarmedj 
and quickly ran^l^ a part, of the wood, where 
thtough a long vista the road was seen, there 
he beheld this darling child helplessly strugr 
gling against the efforts of the villains to force 
her on horseback: trembling, with horror, he 
yet felt gifted with herculean strength — and 
his. first impulse was to rush impetuously for- 
ward: — but a moment's reflection convinced 
him how ineffectual such a step must prove ; 
he therefore turned towards the stable, and 
saddling one of his swiftest horses, took a short 
cut across the hill) in a direction likely to enable 
him. to jmpede. the. progress. of the base be-- 
trayer of . his child. Fortunately he arrived < 
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at a part of 'the road which branched, into 
different parts of the coantry, a few minutes 
before the object of his parsuit^ whose career 
was thdis speedily stopped. 

The decay of health which gradually 
wasted the frame of Penelope, distracted h^r 
father. From the flights of her imagination, 
be often feared her reason was affected; and 
became inconsolable under an idea so fatal to 
the peace of all his family. Providence, as if 
to soften and soothe his affliction, blessed him 
with a son; and Penelope seemed so delighted 
with her little brother, that her doating parents 
flattered themselves with the hope of the hap- 
piest effects arising from the circumstance; yet 
the idea of Hector still haunted her imagination 
-r^still occupied every thought — and permanent 
felicity, distinct from him, was deemed by her 

impossible. 

♦ I - • 

Hector had not been long exposed to the. 



31(1 GLENGOE. 

sultry heato, and unwholesome dews of a West 
India dime, 'ere he awakened from his enthu*- 
fliastic dream of military gl4n*y;. and he li^an 
to repent that rashness which bad impelled him 
to quit his home, in pursuit of a shadow that 
generally eluded his grasp-— or, if it ever came 
wi^in his reach, was purchased at too dear a 
rate. The affiction of his friends at hfs abrdpi 
departure) but above all^ that of his beloved 
Penelopef frequently agitated his spirits, and 
dietermined his return:— at such moments he 
would write the most affectionate and peniten. 
tiallettei^; biit he nerer received one answer 
in return. Sometimes he would execrafe hiff 
own folly, for so justly exciting the displeai^are 
of all who w«re dear to him; and at others^ 
deprecate' their resentment^ and think drey 
carried it to a cruel and unjustifiable length.- 
Feeling forlorn, .imd as it were an isolated, 
being, he became sullen and morose; and^ 
like a wayward child, frequently quarrelled 
foe a trifle with those he most esteemed. On 
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diflferent occasions, he had experienced thut 

nether Xoid Bradford, nor Colonel Campbell, 

were the friends he had supposed fhem; and 

he "WHS provoked at haring so completely 

become their dupe* . Three years had passed, 

'daring whidi time* be had made frequent bt|t 

HQsnccessful applications for leare of absence, 

till at length, wearied with .disappointment?, 

liis healA became a prey to the coi^tinuat susr 

pense and anxiety of his mind; which, assisted 

by the unfriendly dime he inhabited, bnooght 

on a* state of debility that made an immediate 

remoral absolutely necessary: yet, even then, 

4>bstacle8 were throwkinhia way; and. he' was 

CFentnally obliged to throw up a commisaioii 

that had been prodnctive only of misery. Such 

was the weakness to which he was reduced, 

thatf he was conveyed on board of ship in a 

Jttter;'«-fortttnate in meeting wit^ a humane 

man in the Captain^ every attention was paid 

'him; and, aa he apprioached the Albion shore, 

atid inhaled its reli»diingbieeze% hope sprang 
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to bis mind, and exhilirated his depressed 
spirits; — the insufferable languor that had 
weakened every power, no longer, tormented 
bioi} ^nd he* made rapid steps towards a com^ 
4plete recovery. He landed at Portsmouth, and 
immediately travelled by easy stages to Lon- 
don* As bewas obliged, to remain. there a few 
days, be first thoc^bt of writing, to his frienfls; 
"but the hope that. the surprise, and joy of seeuig 
him unexpectedly! would overcome all unplea* 
sant reflections, determined, him on rem$iinipg 
silent. .-. r 

It was about seven o'dock on a summer's 
evening, that Hector, arrived on a-well known 
«pot, within a mile or two of his beloved natire 

■ 

glen. Many an endearing recollection riii^d 
on his imagination, and he cheeked the. reins 
of his horse, to gaze on the scene before him, 
and . to muse . on the anticipated delightful 
jneetmg with all he held dear on earth. - The 
scenelry was wild and romantic in the extreme. 
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Herje the rade' rocks aasamed the most fabtastic 
foniis of g^ndeur and sublimity; — now sus- 
pended' to the sides: of sleep and rugged 
mountains, they seem to threaten the traveller 
with instant destruction— -and now their craggy 
tops appeared almost to meet over the head;— 
vast fragments 'thrown down by the ravages of 
time, lay in promiscuous heaps, varied in shape, 
and sometimes formed into large and intricate 
care^;— one of the latter, Mr. M'Donald of 
Crlencoe, had converted into a family vault,— ^ 
tiie entry to it was formed like an arch— the 
care itself was -spacious, and rather of a circu- 
lar form; — all round at were .small recesses, 
resembling catacombs; — it was perfectly dry 
and nearly dark.* The coffins placed in the 
cave had been ranged round it within the' 
vaulted recesses; and, from the top or roof 
was suspended a laAip, which was constantly 



• For a- d^scripttcn of tliis caye, see Beauti^fl «r 
Scotland, vol. 6, p/4l3. - - 
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kept lightedf^— no door closed thb sepalcbre^ 
yet its inanim&te tenants were 'undistiiTbed^n 
their chill mansion was liallowed^ in the ideas 
of the peasantry; and they wcNild have deemed 
it profanation, had the eye of curiosity ven* 
lured eyen to e jtplore the sacred deposit of 
the remains of the family of their belored and 
venerated chief. 

As Hector gazed with ecsiacy on the weU 
iFecolIeeted scene, and indulged his fancy vfiA 
every sanguine idea of approaching Uias, Axd 
delusive hope could suggest, — the sky, wlikA 
Jiad lowered during the afternoon,* died *ai 
additional gloom — and a tremendous cliqp of 
thunder, foDowed by a vivid "flash of lightning, 
startled the horse, and he plunged, ahd reared 
iso violently, that Hector found it most diffiedt 
^to keep his seat. He at first attempted to spur 
on the animal, and not attempt seeking shelter 
till hcf reached his paternal home; but as the 
thunder continued to roll ^ in load and terrific 
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peak, and Ai ligbteing's blaal Beamed as ii 
dartiDg Jrbm ejerj cload, he found it unposeible 
to manage the.affirighted steed, aild dismount- 
jsg, he resoWed .on sheltering in some of 
the cavies till the storm subsided. The rain 
descended in torrents, and the jarring elements 
marked the scene with horror, as be approached 
Ae sepulchral cave. The rays of the glim* 
inering lamp. played upon the arched entrance 
«-*and involuntarily shuddering, he .passed on. 
•aAt a little distance a smaller fecess offered 
him jrefttge — and entering, he scoured JliB 
^orse, and. then waited impatiently for the 
4ibatemeht of the tremendous war of elements. 
• ' 

Throwing hipMclf on the ground, he ^ran 
lost in meditation — ^painfully pleaBtng<^?-when 
fce was suddenly roused by a pierctng;> s^ak. 
Starting up, he hastened to the entrance of 
the care — a flash of lightning for a moment 
illumined the glooin • of the tempest, and 

saw a ftmale form quickly pass;— * her 



\ 
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TobM floated in the wind, and with a fiunt 
scream, she rushed inito the sepulchral cave; 
Hector stood petrified — accustomed fitnn early 
infancy to listen to the tales of superstition, 
and bis mind then much weakened with longf 
iUness, hnd distressing anxiety, he felt strongly 
tempted to •credit that the form which had 
'passed him, waii something supernatural;— -yet^ 
curiosity impelled bim forward, and he followed 
•close a*fter the object of his. fear. He stopped 
at this entrance of tfae^cave with awful trepida- 
tion: the pale gleam of the lamp shone fiill 
upon a ttifl ^thin figure, habited in blaek; — her 
Jong hair hnng in disorder over her shoulden, 
while a veil, thrown carelessly over her head, 
•half concealed a cbnntenance, cm which pAllid 
sorrow was strongly depicted. She stxk>d by 
an open coffin, and seemed . to be moum&iUy 
addressing its cold and insensible tenant. . 

Hector now conviaced that it was a homlin 
being, whope grief, regardless of the tempest 
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had sought the lonely silent hour of eve to 
indulge itself, was udwilling to interrupt it,^. 
and stood silently, and at a distance, .watdiing; 
the interesting mourner. : ** Sweet babe/' said 
9 gentle roice, not unfamiliar to his ear, " wilt 
thou not fi^mile once more upon me-— Or did. 
the mean's steeji strike upon thine heart! — ^Ah! 
tjiat aight — that night — peace-throbbing bosom 
-^peace — no, no — I lost them^ost all — sUU. 
I see their gory breasts— still. hear their dying 
groans — Mercy! heaven, what voice; was that! 
— imt — hark! that shriek, again — so'loud-»so 
piercing wild — is it Hector !--rPocNr youth!—, 
where was his avenging arm!^— Oh! — - my 
bursting brain !" — ^Hector, motionless with sur- 
prise ai^d horror— scarcely breathed :— what 
could all this mean! — ^who could it be, that, 
divested of reason, thus called upon hini>! He 
advanced cautiously— yet, the * quick . jeye, of 
the female caught sight of his figure, and with 
a scream that made the echoing rocks resound, 
she darted towards him---^^ Dost thou not know 



Hie V* she s^d-^« Jkf y nalne 1$ R^ra^T I am the. 
apirit of the aioimtaioi eoapmrejtei to- guarcL 
ibia place. PlresanlptQOiisalraDg^I-boiroafloeal 
thoa lieret^^'tia stfcred to mv tread alone. 
Ah I — ^thoa art a man-^I like thee' fiot«-»-awajry 
away/'— She paused. -«<< Great God !^' thought 
Hector^ ^ can this beir^no^ no^ it fe not» oan^'' 
not" — /* Hiat^" coatiaued the poor tniiiniiaer 
tiread lightly, disturb not yen hoy c— «ee— hQir 
aireet be sleeps/' She toc4 Jha trembling^ 

* 

hand of Hector, and led him to the oeffiii over 
which he had marked her weeping-^where with- 
a Goneem past expression, he recognised the 
features of MihEu M']>onald;*-«tt iaftnt bo/ 
rested on her arm ;^^both looked ealntas we 
s^Metest cAeep eoald difltee \^ the tAiofi of 
tfte^hfld Was fresh, and the smil^ of iiiliiHSf 
and iiliiott*enee aeemed to pluy round his moodi { 
•^the expression of both countenaneetf^ were 

I li — ■ — s IBB a ^i II r 1 iTii m%\ \% %%% assma ij iai*aa ^^ rf<Ji 

* nfB Mas is fak^ froM a tradftiaiiftl 
Vide Beastioi sir Ssotluii^ vd. V. {m^ IM. 
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anriied asd dklittct, and it was only in a par- 
tkdiar 1%H ^Ml any thing like di6 ghastly 
Milla of death ware distinguished.* The mosir 
painfbl emotion . agitated the heart of Hector, 
as be alternately gazed on the corpses, and otf 
the wretched remains of bis adored Penelope; 
fbr her he could no longer doubt it was, Aaf 
he fottnd wandering so forlorn, so destitate of 
Mfason. Reflectionis, die most tenihle,-dartetf 
iMsross his mind— *«nd, in an agony of sonl h^ 
leaned against the rock, scarcely tfile td sup- 
port himself. — Where was Mr. M'Donald? 



t The bodies of Lady KUcF^lk sad lief iaItiBt ^ere 
tend titer a period of diorlyeiglity ysarsi withastpftiK 
%ppe[|iyBse.to those here desciifced-^h^y were^n^posed' 
to have Bwt with a violent death. An iatere9ting SQeoant 
of the pieseiTation of these bodies is giyen by J.. Garret, 
M. D. and also by a minister of the parish of Kilsyth, in 
Hie statistical account of Scotland : and a fall extract 
ftom the account will be found in the Beauties of Scot- 
land, page 416. 

1.2 
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Where could his own parents bef were ques^ 
tioDs that haunted bi8< senses;*— and why this 
once cherished child of love, was sufferediiQ 
remain exposed to such a night, filled his heart 
with dismay, and awakened the most melan« 
fholy presages. Suspense became, intolerable; 
and he resolved to defy the storm, and. hasten 
to his home: yet, be could not bring himself 
to quit the hapless object of his tet^detest: 
affections, — neither could he Foluntarily suffer, 
her to encounter the ^lightning's forjked fire» 
Undetermined how to act, be remained with 
folded arms, dejected, and vainly conjecturing 
the occasion of the dreadful wreck he con- 
templated ; though self-convictedy it was with 
affright he < adqiitted the possibility of his 
having caused the awful visitation of Pene»' 



lope's affliction^hen recollecting the allusion 
she had made to a ruffian's steel, and isome 
dreadful nighty he felt relieved of one painful 
idea-*but was nearly overcome by others more 
insupportable. 
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Penelope watched him with a wild and fear- 
ful expression of countenance. Now shrieking 
horridly, as she fancied her spirit was retiring 
to the ghost of her father,-^ and now warbling 
a soft«nd plaintive tale of her sorrows^ — next 
'banting out with raging madness, she would 
exdaim, ** Oh ! whither, whither, shall I fly ! See, 
my steps are marked with slaughter — see, see 
tbem^ all weltering, stiffening in their* blood! 
-—Oh! inercy; hide me — save me from those 
mfflans* murdering ' blad^s*-*-they shine— 4h'ey 
{rlisten — ah! not so — ^the blood bf innocence 
jstains them;-^but be calm my heart— hush 
myfeveired brain— the boy will be disturbed— ^^ 
peace, peace, sleep on: — ho tears spring from 
these starting eyes — see my burning ch^ekiar, 
tears would moisten them — yet they are dry— 
Oh! Hector, Hector!" — She paused — then 
wildly screaming, rushed out of the * cave. 
Hector dirinking with horror, was roused from 
his stupor by the fear of losing her; and, 
hurrying after, soon overtook, and gently forced 
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her to the place itfaere Wiiad left Im liorafe.— 
The Btorm was unabatedy and he was oMigped 
to submit to adefcy his impatient aad harasMd 
feelings conld ill brook. He howevte siroFe 
to soothe the wandering spirit of his Pmelope, 
lEind she became sufficiently calm to OGcanoil 
a temporary suspension of her suffertngft in 
sleep. He was tenderly watching o^er ber 
laded form^ and trying to retrace the lorely 
featiires, he had been woit to odnteibplMe 
"ffith eestaoy, when ilie Btf dofon ftashof tordica^ 
illamined the' care, and twti vaieh entered* 
Hector conceinng them to be banditti, rested 
his sleeping burden on the ground *^ and 
(quickly crossing to the part of Ae cave when 
Iris honse stood, seized a brace of pistols, whick 
-hung on his saddle, and placed hhnself in iemi 
attitude of defence before his Penelope.^Hie 
men looked at him with suiprne, but perceiir^ 
ing what he feared, calmly told him, they were 
no robbers— ^ and had merely «oBie on stt 
errand, they bad been i|br some months accu»« 
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lofQe^ to, which wiis to nonrey their lady i^fe 
Jumi^j^^^al tbey had be^o alarme^ at not 
^GndiDf her io the ueaal place»<^-aii4 bady ia 
lODiieeqii^iipSi^ flfiarched ^the oeighboriDg cares^ 
;u>4 ¥ere sow mucb relieved to see bei> 

A^ Ihey were abouit to raise the oljiect of 
jfkek care. Hector stopped them^ suggesting 
^ iiopesspbility of carrying her ofit, while 

. 4jie etoria lasted; but they informed him, a 
^earriage aljKrays waited witb a female attendant 

jto receiTe her. Hector then suffered them to 
fvny b^ in a cloak, and convey her to the 

4 4caiariage$.he iinfssteaei) hjis bors^, who as the 
fstfusin abatofjy was less unmanageable^ an^ 
|b)i^wed in silence. He longed» indeed^ to 
^afc ;|ijaKumbered questions, but his heart sunk 
fm bitter reflections, and he found he could give 
JI0 utterance to his anxious wishes. The par- 
tial light of the torches discovered to him the 
well known glen, but could not shew him the 
pad devastations which had taken place, during 
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his absence: when the carriage stopped at a 
humble cottage, in place of the handsome man- 
sion he had been used to see own M^DonaM 
of Glehcoe for its Lovd, be hastily called to 
the coachman, " Why, my friend, do you stop 
here? the Laird of Glencoe's daughter, ewen 
in her present unhappy state, must surely 
inhabit her father's house." The man seemed 
surprised at his knowing his lady — and, 
shaking his head, mournfully replied, ^' Alas! 
sir, whoever you are, you must be a greiift 
stranger in this part of the country, when you 
are unacquainted with the fate of our good 
chief." Hector shuddered, but he forbore to 
make further enquiries, for the 'carriage door 
was already opened, and Penelope still calmly 
sleeping was carried into the house, where she 
was tenderly received by an aged pair, whom 
Hector recognized as the steward and house- 
keeper of her father. 

He soon found that even in the space of 
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little ndore than three years, sickness had made 
such rayag^ in his person, that he was not 
likely to be known. Retiringi till he sup{K)8ed 
his beloyed was conveyed to her chamber, he 
then ' came forward as a stranger; and solicited 
accommodation for the night — a boon highland 
hospitality never refused : and he was qaickly 
made, to change his dripping clothes, while a 
neat and plentiful' repast was prepared for 
him. ' Hector received their kind attentions 
with g^titude, but his impatience made him 
restless^ — and he longed for the moment in 
which the many queries he had to make would 
be answered. It came— when at length' the 
good old woman left her husband and hii^ guest 
to chat over the highland beveridge. 

Hector, not without a tremor of voice that 

. bespoke his agitated spirits, asked, what could 

occasion the strange wanderings of the lady 

he had seen enter the house? Th'e venerable 

old man signed deeply-- s ad ness overspread 

L 3 
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imr coiint^iiiiiicey and drawing h» haiid aeroaiB 
kii -t«wfbl eyes, he padieticdtly laiaented 
liamg lir^ to «ee ^e dit«Ail day vbkdk 
ht^d deprived bis dear, yoting lady of het 
reason. ^*Ohl fir," Mntinoed he»'<<bad yoii 
•eea her, aa I Ikkve dooey-^Hi^rtvre as tlie 
yoimg fawn, atid blddming aa a'cherub>—- bdW 
often baa she giren npirit "Co tbeae aged lioibil, 
iNrhcn boonding beflMre, abe bas playfully eifr- 
4Baad :aM to eatdi 'bet; or if ish^ sdw iboi^ 
^ t ii a^i ad apwita lag wearily, she wonld Inm 
mifti m look bfi«licb aw^t compossion, and 
UMbg ber 'iMla aboolder, say,— ^po<fr 
MlilMtaki, cbaiia^ 4ean on m^, and we will gb 
lM«ia/ nien loo, SMister iie«tor woaM 
jom in id ber dbildiib' firolioi; be was ti 
promiani^ boy, and was always called fbe 
iNMiMd of Miss Peileb^. Indeed, i^eet 
^<Mdi^,di6y seegMd ib^ed ^eaeb o|li^» 
ySM wile¥ se, to tbkdc be abeuM evier fMfio 
inbeMut" << beotistmlt!'' tiepeaDed ^iiacMv 
wbo kad «Mmd M dWdnlfi to eowed ^fhr 



^\noti(m9 (duriiig ilb^ old n»n!u . 0bcti(mti^ 

.triliate» to iwhifl , farmed bis .enrljr :and. iiip#t 

perfect . .happin?8«,-p-<< Jncanatanlrr' l^iii w- 

peated he Fehemently:— old Malcolm looked 

:njt bim witb an expressioa of snrprin^y.afi^ he 

^.cbe&ed tbe iinpirtuMiii^ of bisfeeliDg^. ^^Alaii! 

.^j^y": proceeded Malcoliu after a paiwfe,<<npbpd^ 

.would ibaye tbopgbt It, .and yet so it ,proif«d« 

Xoung(lna^ter took (it into bis beifd to becopip 

«|i sioldiery and went lOyer tbe.sea, .wb^e b^ 

.foi^t ,bis loFOy apd 'W9» never »ftei? b^pird 

.of•"-^'^Nerer be^rd pf/Vsaid tbe ^stpiufbod 

Hector! — «< Imposi^bl^." "*Tis tnue, fir, J 

a^Biire you/' ans^wei'ed .Atalcolm, too iHi^oh 

f interested ip bis story to poljpe the .pjeftuv* 

ibation of bis.giiest. ^ blaster iJHeq^or > never 

.mot^ ,a jingle Mne to< one cff bis fi^ndsi , w4 

^twh. peglect incr^t^ed tfte md^et^lg.ovKt 

j^^r you^ J^dyt^It.At bia depafftiitti Jmtf 

^fM^ihel^if^'mg G^;g\li}>^ ^^^ {ler 

.^fber 4i4 .^1} .be icwW; to,wa|^e .|^r &Tg^ 

Jfir. }fe!f!t,0T;,^mi At '^n^ time, it ^as tb«^gbt 



238 GLENCOB. 

she would hare been married to Lord Bradford, 
but all their persttasions would not do-Hshe re- 
mained faithful to her ungrateful lover." 

Hector breathed quick, and experienced all 
the tortures of remorse, as Malcolm, with the 
garrulity^ of age, praceeded to describe the 
various symptoms of distress she evinced ;-*- 
the plans Lord Bradford adopted to obtnin 
her -for his wife, — ^his disgraceful attempt to 
carry her off, and his penalty in consequence; 
-^he appearance of the young heir, — and the 
subsequent tranquillity of his young mistress. 
*' Things were in this train/' continued he, 
^^and we all hoped the happiest effects would 
ree^lt to Miss Penelope—- when a plan of 
revenge was laid by Lord Bradford for the 
insult he imagined he had received, so dia- 
boli<tel in its intentions, and so horrid in its 
<;oiisequences, that one' would suppose the 
project could only have been formed by the 
demons of the infernal regions. It was in 
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• • • 

the month of February, the weather' intensely 
Goldi and a deep snow lying on the ground, 
that a company of soldiers* stopping in the 
glen/ said they were on their route; that as 
night wiis fast coming on, and the storm was 
deep, they were afraid to proceed, and in 
consequence claimed biUets from the humanity 
of the inhabitants of the glen. They were re« 
ceiyed without a moment's hesitation, with the 
most cordial hospitality, and their officers en- 
tertained with marked respect and kindness* 
Assembled at Mr. McDonald's house, with the 
Laird of Achtricam, and several neighboring 
' gentlemen and ladies, they passed the evening 



* It is hardly necessary to say, that 'the principal 
occurrences of this tragic CTcat, took place in February, 
leoi. History records the horrid transaction, which will 
be an eternal blot on the memory of King William, who 
allowed the perpetrators to go unpunished. A particular 
and interesting account will be found in the Beauties of 
Scotland, yoL y. p.. 407. 
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with cards and danoingy and it jayed our hearts 
to see our young lady cheerfully contribntiiig 
to the amusement of her father's guests, Tlie 
old hall had not resounded with such sounds 
of mirth since the departure of Mr. Hector." 
Hector sighed conyuIsiVely — Malcoliiiy without 
noticing him, went on;; ^^bilarity lightened every 
heart, and it was a late hour before repose 
seemed necessary eyen to the fatigued soldiers. 
Ify noble master, with all that ^hospitality and 
g^oodness •inherent in his nature, insisted on 
the whole party breakfasting at bis*e3^pen€e, 
before they marched in the momiqg--«'and tboy 
parted i¥ith apparent sentiments of esteem. 
Mr. McDonald of Achtricam, and some others, 
slept in the house. The tranquil slumb^v of 
|it,eace.and innocence had stole ovier the whole 
family, for about an hour, when I and my wife 
were awakened by the most terrific shrieks, 
and cries of murder, from all parts of' the 
bouse. Almost frantic with horror,, I flew first 
to Diy master's chamber. Qh! merciful jQofI» 
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JiOHr did I rarrire the 'Mght time preBented 
itf^f!*--IIlB body lay bleedii^, and lifelcw^ 
4ii die a^uia 6{ hk distraeted wife, wbo had 
'"fiUleti back in ti awoon open her aleepii^ 
bey:^«^fae, sweet inuecent, qipressed widi her 
'Wdgfht, was crying piteoiisly. I was endca- 
^oring in dumb agotay to remo^re the iBFered 
btodypfmy belored master, and to extricate 
my unhappy mistrelB from a situation so full 
of horror, and her babe from the danger of 
suffbcation, when a shriek of despair, from the 
%rell known roice of my yoimg lady, assailed my 
elu«,"-4Uiotlier, and another, succeeded, with 
s^nsatioiis indescribable-- X quitted the ol^ects 
df interest with wbicb I was eu^Ioyedy and 
ran lo herassisiance^— she wasstrqgglis^ with 
a- man, who was marked and enrelfped in a 
^wrapping cloak ; a htge -stick * was my lenly 
wea^cfe^ bit Heaveti lent me strength, and I 
fdled the villain to' the ground;--*liis,mask 
dripped as he liHeatptidtD^ rise, and I instancy 
le^ogiN^ad ikfb features of Lord Bradford.**-. 
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<l8 it thee, tkou flfend of hell/ ei^claimed I! — 
now indeed - I too fully comprehend thiece 
bloody deeds; but an EtermdvJadge stands 
between thee and me; and if he g^nts his 
assistance in a right cause, the innocent will 
not &11 alone; hat thou. also, monster, shall be 
called upon to answer for thy crimes soofner 
than thou expected. Prepare to meet thy 
doom, for I am appointed the avenger of my 
honored master's murder. 
' ♦ • • " ■ . - 

** Whether he. lost his presence of mind, 
at being so suddenly surprised, — ^whether his 
conscience left him- powerless,^— or whether^his 
natural cowardice preyented his acting on the 
defensive, I know not^ — ^but I wfenched^tbe 
sword he held from his hand^ with Utde 
difficulty, and^ plunged it with as lide remoise 
into his heart. The affrighted maid had flown, 
and without waiting to hear the execratiote of 
,the dying wretch, who had made her fathejiess, 
I hastened in search of her. She was kneelingp 
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at the^ feet of her murdered parent, with a 
wildiieaBi in her look past ekprewion, I raised 
her mother in my arms, and found she 
breathed ;«— I quickly . procured some cordial 
restoratives, and after a little time she revived, 
i— looked fearfully round the room, and clasped 
ber unconscious babe to her bosom,^— who, 
whether from the pressure he had suffered, 
or firom fright, screamed violently, a^d in 
a few minutes expired. The wife, and the 
mother, filled the breast of Mrs. McDonald 
with feelifags too powerful, to suppcfft a s^ne 
so full of hmor, and mildly imploring the 
mercy of God, she sunk into eternity^— - 
-Miss Penelope never .moved;-— her eye was 
fixed', and her limhs seemed to have lost their 
power; when forcibly removed, she raved iur. 
coherently, and firom that hour her. mind has 
been wrapt in gloom. Her distudbed imf^ina- 
tion has taken hold of a traditional tale, and 
she fancies herself the maid of Beca« and 
wtlnders all day amid the woods and rocksy 
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«Iwqrs nit nighit coming to the sepukteal cate 
of ker anoMtofB, where jexhaiwted with hir 
fatigaing «xeitioiMi, ebe drope asleep^ and ii 
^eaniy conveyed to my humble hoiM*'' 

Hector doring this namliTe had nose iImb 
<eiiee cavglit the arm of Maicolmy and will 
l^hrenzied looke uttered more thaa wordft couM 
qiedc^'but eirercome with eadneeB, he. now mH 
fai mute despair*«-expecting, yet tremhlingt to 
fcei^ die conclusion of the old man^s melaa* 
eholy hifliory^^a history in which he was fo 
deeply tepncerned. Littfe ..dreaming of ♦At 
near, mlerest Us auditor look io the Mocft 

Midcod^H ^k ^ sigii <^f recfl^Iecdoai fn^ 
eeeded*^^^- Having secured niy. young hif9 
mteif^ my hiawildered senees began to meadcr 
Aat none of the g«eiMs or eerranis .madetheir 
appearanoe, and I ran ftom rooni t9 room ^ 
aeek iheai, but erery place was eithef deserted, 
or prwented ar spectacSe .of ^wbes-^and tfe 
mangled remains of my own,/or my mMter'« 
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frieDdB, #very where met my im^nMed Mem- 

tioB: anoBg the latter was my maaler's bfotheiv 

the Laird ef Aehtricaro/' Hector involiwtanly 

etarlefl from his seal, and atrock hi« forehead 

With agouused feelings* Jlial«ol«i looked aw^ 

'priaed-^^^ My melancholy story has afeeted 

'j0a too much, sir; • I fear you are pot weO, 

he said. ^I am net, iudeed," aaid Hector; 

•hntf iraHying his spiritSf^pray 90 ;CBf-^I am 

0itich interested ;^— piay, I intreat yott la pv^* 

^eeedJ' He satdovra wkh •conaidemUe agiti^ 

^Amkj and Malcolm eyeing bim with cnnoailgr, 

VMtiiiMi-^-^Kennedy, the hnmbie but fiedthfU 

iMend cf Mr. M*Deaald ef Aichtricam, Imd 

^et^kbttdy made an eifiBrt to s«v« the life «f 

bis' inaster, for b»th bad faUen together, and 

«eiemed to have received their mmtal wounds 

'ivpm "die name halL I fled Irom these dreodAfl 

aoenes wiA consteivation, and wiA a mind tao 

■ mmch disordered to determine how I ongfat to 

fllet^>^the darkness was ejEtreme, hot Ae lend 

Acmthig of men, and die wnvarms of ^e 
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terrified women a^d childreoy broke, the silence 
<of night. After* sereral ineffectual efforts ^ to 
find some one I knew, I recognized the voice 
.of one of my own 8ons,^and the two men you 
saw with the carriage this evening. I made 
•myself known to them, and dispatched one to 
(find my wife, that she might attend our 
:unhappy young lady; with the assistances^ of 
the others I proposed laying out the bodies 
at pur honored masters. We accordingly di- 
rected* our steps towards the mansion house, 
'When suddenly^ we perceived columns of light 
ascending in the air, which illuminated 4he 
desolated paths. But judge o£ the additional 
horror that overwhelmed us, on discovering thai 
Ais Jight proceeded* from the house to whkdi 
we were hastening, which had been set on fire 
by the ministers of ^vengeance, and was now 
bjirsting into flames, jln all parts. Almost mad 
at this new scene of. terror and , devastation, we 
quickened our pace, and strained every n^rve, 
not only to save our dear young lady, but die 
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Bftcred and beloved remains of her family. Our 
utmost effinrts, alas! could ouly succeed in 
Bringing, away the bodies of the mother and 
infant; — apd, indeed , the fire made such rapid 
progress that, it was not without being much 
scorched^ that we even effected their preser* 
vation. As the morning dawned, quietness 
prevailed — ^but the guihy deeds of darkness, 
wei^e displayed with threefold horror. Several, 
persons were found to have died with fright, 
while others flying from their persecutors, 
rushed out into the waste of snow, and many 
were found dead of the cold, or expiring 
under rocks and hedges. The pure white of 
the snow was sullied with human blood**— and 
the whole glen, betrayed a desolated and dreary 
appearance. ' It . was some time ^ere my 
weakened spirits could rally the affrighted 
people, or bring them together. That effected 
with difficulty, every one cried loudly for ven« 
geance;/but on whom was it to be wreake4f 
Our persecutors, favored by the long nighty 
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had fled~littt wWA^ could not be discovered. 
Parties of men well acquainted uHlli the* irari^ 
ous^passageiSi and strongly armfedy'seitoched in 
all directions for Ae Wretches, but -to nd* pur- 
pose; and after the closest enquiry, as to what 

• • • - 

regiments had marched through the neighbor*-^ 
ing country^ we could draw no^th^r concIu«^' 
sion, but that the cruel invaders or our peaci&T 
and lives, must be hired assessms, to acc^om^' 
pKdi the direful vengeance of the 'fleiid 1' 
•tabbed. For that murder, a« it WM->ca!lea, 
the friends of his Lordship made me stand 
my trial; but the facts I and many more took' 
oath to, brought in the deed as self«defence; 
and the judges were so powerfully affbcted 
and interested in the melancholy business, that 
they offered liberal rewards for the discov^y 
of any of the abettors or assistants in the 
atrocious deed,— -but to no purpose. And I' 
have often since regretted the rashness of my 

• * - r 

passion, which by taking the life of dial 
'^orst of villains. Lord Bradford, embrued my 
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own liaiids in blood, aaived lihn fix>m the 
igfaoniinions punishment he merited, .and, 
emibled his accomplieee to escape the jnstica 
that would hare overwhelmed them. Mr. Qec-^ 
tor McDonald (who is now the only heir to the 
property of Glencoe,) was advised to come few- 
ward with' his claims, throngh. the medium of 
newspapers^ but, alas I the adrertisements haire 
hitherto produced no claimant, and I beein to 
fiaar that I am doomed to live to behold atran-} 
gem in possession of my dear and honored 
iMSter's lands.''— «<< No, good old man,'' isaid 
Hector, sorrowfully^ ** thy honest heart fihslH not 
be wounded in that ra^ci." — **« Do you' then 
kaow what is become of Mr. Hector f" aske4 
Ibleolm eagerly-^'^ I do: but first tetf me, 
where is Mrs. McDonald Achtricarn? you hav# 
901 named hw."— <• No, good lady, happily 
die did not liye to witness the horrors of that 
awAil night; ahe Arooped from the time her 
left her-r-and I TcnOy beliere his desertion 
iogiatttiide at last broke her heart,^' 



240 GLENCOE. 

' Hector, whose soul had laboured' with 
agonizing sensations doring the whole of Hie 
refation, now felt as if convicted of ihiiM^';**^ 
his pulse ceased to throb, — his head • swani,^ — 
and he snnk senseless to the ground. The 
terrified old man quickly called his wife— Imt 
their united efforts could not restore him^^-^nd 
medical assistance was sent Tor ;-^it was found 
necessaiy to bleed the patient, give him a com- 
posing draught, and caOsie him to be put to bed ; 
but the agitation of Hector's spirits pre^reiited 
its having its pr<^er effeet^-^d wh^n the 
do<;tOr came the following day^to see him, he 
was in a delirious fever. Listening to- all the 
iOKM^rencies he uttered, the good old Malcolm 
wandered thitt his sad tale should cause sach 
strong emotion in.a stranger, and conjectored 

* in vain who he could be; while the surgeon, 
who saw that something pressed heavily upon 
his' mind, from his constantly dwelling on sub- 
jects connected with Glencoe, began to form 

' vague 'ideas' and hopes; and at the veiy ifst 



/ 
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icttervi^ of reaabn^ he introcLuoed the clei^gfy- 
nlfiDy who. nrged Hector to unburtben thil 
tOttowM workings of. his n(m\ to one, who 
Would endearoir to afford him temporal m 
well as apiritoial comfort.' 

• m p, • • • 

Hector, who recollected both these rene- 
T&ble companions of his yoiith, answered» with 
Si melanchbiy loc^, that he feared, when h» 
was known, he would acknowledge his inability 
to give Eim much of either* He then disclosed 
bifliself; and severely ansmad verted on his own 
cQlidttct, bil^rly. reproaching himself as A% 
aoAot* of all the woes which had fallen npcm 
his family. 

The joy of finding the early ftivcnte re^ 
torned to ti^ke' possession of a properQr, whi<^ 
bad not smiled since it lost its iaastery induced 
them to view the fituhs oEHectek in a favovabie 
light; and they endeavored to reconcile Um 
to himself^ jby teaching him to cqpaid^ his 

M 



erroiB.as yetn^ly^priQg frcMn the iiiexpei*i«PAe - 
of ipCjOBM^d^r^t^ ](putl|; and t^k t^ey doi^ly^ 
i^Vfste^upon, when theyje^rot from him, h^V \ 
much. his ingeiiiioas. nature :had hipeh wcgrke^:/ 
upon by those who had proved bi^ eldest fosi, 
-^"how often he'had written to plead for pardon, 
— s^ndtor^pefit his. iiever-ceasiiig k>,Te lo^his 
P^Qelc^^— how jf^mM bisseiwfttifMis w^i^^. ji$ 

ney<e;c hi^ii^ be^ Messed with a^ i9iiigle lin^,. 

• 

during the long peaod pf his abseis^Qet-?iisJ. 
bpw suspense at length' beica^ea}|iipstpferei)|y9 
aad iniluoed:hi|n4o tlmm ^p hkt c<&KimifsiMl0 
gain intelligeBce c^ his friends. . *lAnd, ^l my » 
gfacfoas God," contiiined he, ^^Jbow fatal to ialL. 
my future hopes of peace, is the heartdpeiid«« 
ing intelligence I have met !"-^But I am justly 
piMJiAed, were I but the ouly sufferer^nrslkid 
v^fle I ettdesiFor to leceisre oalmlyi tbe: .cod 
of affliolioii,vl will aim at. bowing wMh .vmg^ 
nation beneath the stroke^ 4md sdnit to those . 
decto^es which muit be wisdom ,enin|f mqrta}s ' 
cannot see/' ' 
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[is friends informed him that every enqiiury 
afterithe' perpetrators of the aWfal murd^-bad 
failed ;-^tfaat as nd person was empowered id 
aety every thing had siood as h was; but now/ 
that by die Messing of the Almighty, the 
rightful heir ^as restored, they hoped to see' 
aU) Aings flonrish once more;' and that the 
peasantry would ^gain be seen, wiib those ani* 
mated countenances, which pea<fe and plenty 
had the power of bestowibg. 

' Hector sighed out the name of Penelope; 
•«^4ae su^on led hioi by degrees to hope finr 
her recovery, ><rAfter a lon^ and dang^oui 
illness,'^ he said, <^ she had commenced her 
wanderinge; «t first we thought it prudent 
to stop diem, by oonfifttng her; but she pined 
incessantly, and refui^ed' all sustenance. I then* 
thought it best to yield to all her strange 
QighiB, and hired a person to foRow her; but 

r 

ibis alte appearing to teaze and annoy 'her, 
and obserriog diat sbe* regalarly came to bne' 

M 2 
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placje, at a certain holit ia the ^veniog, and 
w(Hii oat by'her exertioDs, dropped asleep, 
we •offered her to puniue her siagvdaf method, . 
and. adopted the plan of bringing her home, 
to irhich you was a witness. Now^ mj firiend, 
one great source of her misery has ceased,: 
which if we can but make' her sensible of,: 
'fre may hope the happiest effects. from*" 
Hector sighed deeply, but did not intenitpt 
his friend in the erection of what he d^. 
spairingly imagined would prore a baseless 
Ceibric. Malcolm betrayed ih^ most esira- 
¥agant symptoms of joy, ' whj^n his future 
inaster was 'made known to hio); and said» 
since he was permitted to Ii7e,'tiU the Messed; 
mmnent arriyed, in which one branch' of the- 
honored family . of Glencoe claimed the hinds 

qf his ancestors, he was satisfied, and coidd. 

.» • ■ • , 

4^000 his. eyes in peace,- praying fer^enlfy for. 
the restoration of reason to be beloted young. 
l|idy» and earnestly hoping Aat future ycMst 
1^ happiness widi Mr. Hector might reward 
her for all her 
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Am soon as Hector recorered safficiently to 
leave hk room, his fint care was to remove bis 
beloved from scenes which, if any rectdlection 
remained, could only tend to increase her 
malady; and indeed die effect diey had npon 
his own spirits was such, that he derived litde 
pleasure from the vkits he felt it his duty to 
mid^e occasionally to the glen. He, however, 
rebuflt the family mansion, and portioned out 
the land according to the wants or chMma <^ 
hk tenants. Thus dispensing that happiness 
among hk dependents, he could not himself 
partake of, and thereby endeavoring to atone 
for the erron of hk youth : he watched over 
hk blijg^ted love with fondest solicitnde, and 
from some dight appearance of returning 
reason, began to anticipate the realization of 
hk wMies, and to look forward with hope to a 
mutual solace for past sorrows, in the sweeta 
of domestic peace. 

THE EHD* 
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^mdtait ttpon B )8(ogri#icB( Antftott. 



irh» knowt lehat taveruftrlunet may W<Mf 
Arm well your Mind, hope little, and fetr ail. 

Drtdkn. 
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Paris gave birth to a VriUkiift gMm m 
De FombL At an eariy period of lik he 
ttmad himself an orphan, widi little, to depend 
upon, bat the exeitioa of hie talenli. Theee^ 
howerer, he dnlj apprecialed; and with all the 
warm expectation .of youth, fondly looked 
forward to the yeara of affluent happineee 
they were to purchase him. The draoatic 
art was hi^brte; and the nnboonded i^lanse 
which he met with firom his fint ^fotB, bid 
lair to realize his hopes. Elated with hii 
success, he communicaied the glad tidings to 
the Uooming fair he had des ti ned for his 
brido, and beSeying his future fortunes da« 

M 3 
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pended upon himself, hastened the consumma- 
tion of his wishes by leading her to the altar. 

De Foissi was an enthusiast :— his writings 
were distinguished by elegant language and 
beautiful sentiments; yet touched by the pen 
of romwQce, and wound together in highly- 
wrought, though interesting and well deli- 
neated nurrati ves. To lore or friendship he 
iaAmitited tto bounds. . He tfn^iutained that they 
wer^ the' most> exalted, and the most amiable 
passions the hhnaan soiil was dapabie of ex- 
periendngi and that no other should be put 
HI eompetilaoii w4th thetti. « His hope was of 
that sangfiiihe natffre^ which sinks into despair 
tmddr did pressure of disappointment: b6 
erected an idettl ftbiie^ without a solid basisi 
atidv^erer dl^eamed that it mighf prove ^6 
Vain Chimera of a fanciful imagination » 

t lAnted to the ^jecl ^f \m tftnderest^ifl^ 
tkMis«^ proud ^ the prAiM ^bicfr Were i^ 
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echoed in hia thviSt tbtMgli Paflft— tfnd enridb- 
dd with a temporary supply of motley, ^cclred 
as the rewai:d of his labors— De Foissii with 
«shar^ of that viracity whieh attaches itself 
to his countrymen, believed he might . bid 
defiance to care. Nevertheless he tfgiiin em- 
filoyod his pen, and exnltingly calcnlitetf oA 
the additional fame and increased wealth h* 
shotftd acquire by his secoiid perforniarifccM. 
m the mean time he enjoyed all th* conftlMii 
that cbdla pertain to domestic life. 

Madame 0fe Foissi had some pfetensiotih 
to bfeat*ty,ahd possessed a warm afibciioMt^ 
fceatt, with a Aweetti^s4 6f dispbsitibhi tha^ 
Hklightbd an irh6 knew bbh tat «^e Jiatrtook 

he*.iiUBbaiid's enffiasifteta. ' 



De Foissi's second play at length ntade ite 

» 

opp^rance. AH Paris flocked to the theatre ; 
-and Ae 'ilovtfie nlng ^itk the appkiuAes 'tf fh^ 

91ie f%eillbli% aiitluAr Vag thet^ 
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inctfgnitq; and latfguage ^pald be poor lo 
express ^the enraptured feelings .he espe- 
rie^c^, at tbe homage firhich .tb<e favocaU^ 
J94i^i9ent ci the puUic paid to.hjs talei^ 
The reimmenitipn for thj^ work .he expeicC^ 
j¥0^mbe proportioned to ita,4 »Wariag roee|t» 
lion;, bat he was dtsappiemtc^ He renion* 
strated;-rexcuses were offered. AbA H lengdi 
lie was told» thitt. the. managers were sewcely 
^repaid for the gteiMt expaoae they, were at in 
bringing fo^wafrd his.pie$9»i; and that (^qf 
could only in future accept them at a more 
moderate rate^ The^r terias were, fiir below 
what De f^jsai had calculated iipon .receiving; 
and pride would not suffer him to degrade 
himself by tbjB acceptance^ of a requital so 
inadequate to the support of his family. ,B» 
retired in disgust. 

The flattering visions he had i^diilgod 
began to fade in the sad raalji^.<>f eviL — 
Writing was literally his pin»$mioa; apd he 
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was al aloes how to torn his folents to^anj 
olber accoant. His wife, terrified at the ap- 
proach of poyertyi which ' (breateped to orer- 
wheliB them, endeavored to ward it' off %y 
exercising' her skill at embroidery* ' But, das! 
the utmost she could earn at this employment 
could but ill liupply the wants q[ a family. 
She had two children; and to fulfil the dutieisi 
that maternal affection, dictated, aq4 y^t derote 
a large portion of time to her needle, she w'as 
.obliged* to encroach upon those hours usually 
allotted to ** tired nature's sweet restorer^ 
sl^p/' The consequence of this practice 
soon shewed itself o'er her fragile form;— - 
and her pallid cheeks and wasting strength 
declared at once her mental anxiety and per- 
MmH fatigue* 



Be FouBsiy distracted to sec the wife of his 
Jbosom a prey to ill health, accompanied by 
all the miseries of pecuniary difficulties, de- 
termiaed to make another effort. He again 
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wiH>t«^ and/ buiiit)l6d hy sufferhig, accepted 
tte tetnM before |)ropfiteed. He wafi( indio^- 
iiant: but, alas! tbat was a feelings wbicby 
wtiile it s^rvtfd to iiictietoe his afflictibD, AfA 
vm bett^ his circamstdnces. 

* • * 

Of the mail jr admirers De Foissi gaioed by 
Ms dtamdtic writings^ not toe psitron stepped 
finrw ard. It w^s the fashion to api^jrov^ df 
hit wbrkHy buf iio dne th6aght of ^n^uirlng 
^aw fkr llietr author was tei^airded. In 6hort, 
rhk fent>w^y Hke po^humoiid faihe^ was of nb 
service to trim on whom it was bestowed. 



Oh ! ye, who btak in the siiniftbioe of pros- 
perity, how littte do ye reflect npoh tbe simgf- 
gles, with which many of your f^tow mWtak 
are doomed to contend! With how much in- 
jdsfiee'you tfct, ev^n'td yooiielvesI^Would 
ybu hilt think of di'at su|ieriority, which rank 
•or wealth: giVbsyou over the aois andiikugb* 
x>f 'mdi^nicey Jn' a proper mknfaer^ yok 
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might purchaee iiidt6 real happiness eren in 
this life, than yon can, ever attain jn the midst 
of rerelry litid dissipation, and i|i that worM 
Id come^ whose ^.homne" yon mpsl ane da^ 
pads ! What a store, of bliss j<m might ivf 
up for yourselves. Behold the son of geirios! 
your patronage is nececi$ary to bring him . for- 
wards—grant it. Exen yourself in his faroi^ 
Many will be influenced by yonr example;—^ 
and your best reward will be his success.— Ssee 
yonder the daughter of industry; she toilisl^ 
but no friendly hand supports her;^^aBd^ 
wei^y of labor, she sinks beneath the. oarea 
of the world. — Be it your pride to raise het;-^-^ 
give her your dojiintenahce— it wiH reemniki^ii^ 
her; — she will be encouraged to persevere in 
her useful avocations, for they will be r^ewarded, 
-and her gratitude will i'epay you. . Here are 
th^ cltfildren of scorrow ; soothe their afflactilitasy 
.console, assist them; and, if possible, bid their 
grief cease;— then will the widoipr's teacs, the 
43frphaxirM ptiiyer, wa^ed in i^ha to heaven, 
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secnre the bleasfings orHim who reigns above, 
and ensare your .heart's peace. Oh ! coold but 
one of youy'who now move' in the vinrtex'of 
fMf^ and pursue the- giddy round of ioces- 
•akt aiMBement, be persuaded to mak^ this 
^gfodUke ' experiment,' partake if ith moderation 
«H worldly recreations, and lessen useless ex- 
penses, to be of service to your fellow creatures, 
^— 4hen would you feel how superior are the 
sensations, occasioned by a benevolent action, 
to those excited amid the scenes of thought^ 
less vanity, falsely termed pleasures;— -then you 
would be no longer under the necessity of 
contriving new modes of killing timer*for it 
must pass rapid and delightfully, - because 
usefully employed. Yoii wouId« at a humble 
^distance, endeavor to imitate that pattern biT 
perfection, in One who mercifully offered him- 
self as an example to sinful man; and you 

m 

would feel sensible of that inward sati|3&ction, 
which diffuseis serenity over the mind, and 
ever accompanies the perfo^ance of duty. 
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and act at tlie saiae time ia dMii^ucp to a 
diViae .coiQmaiuly ipfhkh.the (Sod of ^|todMii 
iauiedt when fifter^aa tfQt of cbivritj' flttd v^fcy^ 
he saidy ''go, and 4q thou likevue,*'. 



No friend aatiated the .dkconaokrte De 
Foiasi; bat with the little aoppjy he had 
recriv:ed from the aale of hit worh^ be 
hfirtaned to proeore a phyiieiaii for hia beloTe4 
.w^ and inaieted on her giving op her eo^ 
jpl^yment for a time* The children, who abeirt 
JhJm time fell ill of the m ea e lcg , added to hif 
.diaCEBH; i|nd Ae meefmmgj medical attendance^ 
with die contjnned wanti cf hia fiunflj, aoon 
reduced him to extreme pemry. Yet hia 
pride prerented him from making his aitnation 
^jknown; and among hie few infimat*^ not one 
waa acqnajnlpd with hie peconiarjr <mliainm 
jnenia— hot thej preyed deeply upon hia own 
nmid. He renewed his employawnt of Ae 
pen with double ardour, aitting np often wkele 
nigiila to aci'ompliJi hk waifc, m fluting Ant 
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§m be received so little for edch perfomane^^, 
,fhe odIj Bielbod left him wad to #rite the 
more. 'Madame De Foiesi, fltill laDgoidkittg 
under the effects of former exertioDs, agikhi 
applied herself to embroidery ; but she sunk 
under the efibrt. De t*oissi now threw awqy 
hw pea in deitpiiiri and -■ became a prey ib 
'despond^ce, earnest!]^ wMing for deadi as 
his only ftiend. << Yes/' he would say in die 
mramkth of bift enthisiiastie nature, ^* death' wfD 
he our dcdiyerer,— 'One short struggle mil 
tenable ub -to escape from our- eiirthly pridon^ 
^#e shall then fly thi^ tenemeht of dfty-^^^ifd^ 
idad in roW of- glory/ teach the Inansidti itf* 
Wtss." 

His unhappy wife participated iA his sen^ 
^ment^, and listened to him with mela^koljr 
satisfaction; <<but our childr^!'* said^she, aii 
he was one day declaiming on the snliling 
prospects of fUtlit'ity. The idea seemed for a 
moment to cheek th^ Currency of his thoughts^ 
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and his imm utiomtd a penrive cmA; thai, te 

if 8iid4eiily rwDimated, be exclttnied« ^We 

wiM take them with at, my beloTed; *we, will 

lead them to a hiqppy immortality/' Madame 

De Foimi» weary of a life of aufferiiig', and 

trembling to look forward tb what might be 

.^llfee lol of her innocent babee, left witbont pro* 

leeliM in a pitilem woildy aoqnieeeed in her 

buaband's reeolyee. Yet still they lingered; 

edad day after day passed, till at length thek 

; last shilling was expwded. They now. no 

'longer hesitated; the idea of a rioleti death 

.wna discarded^ from the ftar that paternal 

{•Section Wonld prerent them infljeting it on 

dieir children. Thej therefore adopted the 

. craely lingering one, of starving! 

The deor was carefully secured, and taking 

die infanta in tbdr arms, they lay themselTSS 

.on the bed. The poor children fbr some time 

.slept in happy innoc^neei unconscious of4be 

fate jto which their hapless parents bad devoted 
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Aem* At lengtb, awakened by the powerfal 
calk of nature; they cried for bread. The 
"Biiserabie parents soothed, and succeeded in 
'pacifying 'them. Several persons knocked at 
ihe door; and the self - destroying Fictiinsy 
dreading thiat their purpose would bedis- 
.cdyeredy stifled the sobs of their little oiie% 
•and scarcely ventured to breathe thenwelFes. 

. . .. 

. . ' M« Manoir, one of De Foissi's most intimate 

(acquaintance, had called several tinier ' He 

thought it extraordinary th^t he could never 

; find anyone at home; and at. last detannuied 

to break open the door. . Ilie sight that then 

•presented' itself was awfully affecting. Be 

Foissi and his wife lay in a perfect i^tupor^ 

insensible to every thing aronnd them; the 

little girly.pale and emaciated, was scarcely 

able to articulate . a sound^but the. teais 

paced down her little cheeks, as she .fixed 

her hollow eyes on Iner. wretched . parents. 

The. boy seem^ to have imost strengAv and 
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into puning the bed clothes, crying incesMBtly^ 
— '^fflamma— -papa — awake — ^Leww is hangiy i 
ilister is crying; Lewis is tired of sleep— do 
awake, pray do." M. Manoir was route witli 
horrori and for soqae moments too rouch agi» 
tated to think what was necessary to be done. 
Little Lewis, observing him, made an effort 
to approach; but weakness oyei^owered his 
l^mbs/ and he sunk to the ground. This 
accident' recalled M. Manoir's ideas, and he 
hastened to take proper methods to restore 
hm friends to life and animation. He cali^d 
id a physician, . and then waited, upon the 
botteyolent Marchioness of De Pomraneur, to 
whom he told the^ melancholy tale. She was 
mucA affected with the relation-— ordered that 
«Tery requisite attendance should be procured ; 
and begged to be informed, when- they were 
so fer recovered as to be able to converse."— 
TEus was soon effected by proper nourishment, 
adodnistered with caution and tenderness. 
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M« Mftvoir then copdQ^ted the MarchioiieMi 
tp their lodging* Infocmed of what ibm Miiia* 
Ue heipg hvA done for them, M. $bA Mff^W»e 
Pq Fojw threw themiielrefi ou tteir k»e^:aii4 
bttrat into teare. << Riae, my fri^d$/' said .the 
JJI^orchiodesa io gentleat ac^etntei; '^litde tfaaoka 
^te 4u9 to me, and I come not here fo exact 
tybenii The deplorable aituatiim to which jom 
Imiv^ b^€» feduoed has greatly dbocked me^ 
^»i J Dwii« I feel ioe^tpressibly hurt at' iber 
vefleetioiu thlit any human being ahonld bei 
^poeed to finch complicated.' nisefyi whila 
I, (md vo^y others in this etty^ are surromd* 
^ ;prith i#uene^; but yon iawl pacdoa mep 
Jifl^le I de(;lare that I attach mnib Uame ia- 
b^ ^{ yon* Yod, M« J>^ Foissi^in particnlar^- 
I is9miH;»t.exwlpftte-^I am bwfffe of yd^iauda« 
U^ yet iffeffectiial fftriftggkil to ai^pbrt yoardfll£ 
and fapiMy^ y^t ought' jbou i^ hare a^oppedi 
A^ret ' Should yon- h^^ flaibned fahe-^prida 
to get 4ke better of nttiUFe») alid dl the. best 
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0f nanf— ShouLd yoii hate .^owed 
ita baaeful influjenc^ lo.operiite over your ipiad, 
and pioDipt you to become a murdiecetf Wheroi 
WBB your tenderness as a husbandi wben by the. 
high coloring of your fallacious arguments^ 
you. beguiled tbe wife of ypur bosom into a 
belief tbat the awful crime of suicide was in* 
yodr case a virtue; and thus persuaded her to 
j^youiiis^lfdestractidnf Unhappy; nus^eur^ 
peo^etl ^ bow iCoUld you look at these fielplesi^) 
iiiaQCont% and doom .them to a fate so ^rUell* 
how ^coiald you listen to their pl^thre eri0s»t 
aijdl. «till remaiqi firm to your fatal pni|)Oi|oI 
Wo*, these no fiien4 Ao whanfi^ you Voiild; 
de%ti to confide your distifessf Could you> 
supfibse hLuinfyn nature ao rery abatidon^r 
tbi^ BCffio would be foimd to ^tr^tfib^ Q*^ tbe 
hnski of l>etteY4>lenoe to assist . uom^itad: wante 
Vkb ypciur'sS And, abjov^ :all»; pcetittjaiptKOus. 
man/' a^ded she^ stoxily, ''had you m con- 
fi^cp^ in your <?i^alifiDt Kniftw i^ mrt thi^t 
a juuffderer is marked by God bimilejfy and 
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dMt eternal misery may be eipected to ^twah 
that imrepeatant sinnery who distrostiiig Ai6 
jaercy of. his Redeemer, 9ares to mish. uacalled 
iatb l|ia preeeoce!" 

m 

M. and Madayne 0e Fbisn appeared 
greatly agitated, 

' ^Ake! my frimds,"' oohtiniied tlie Mar- 
cUcHxeaiii BOlRteDingyl'^ybtt actein hiAeito t& Iiaire 
lieen insenaible to one of the sweeteat conao- 
lalibiia which frail mortality is capable of 
experiencing, ithat of confiding in the inercy 
o^'God, and of a Saviour, who died to expiate 
the oilencea of tMm man;— ^d yet how 
eminently bas that meney distinguiahed itself 
towards you* From what an awfiiL crime bas 
it saved yon — a crime, the very idea of which 
chflls my blood- with horror. Oh! 'may the 

« 

recoHection awake contrition and repentaace 

V 

in your hearts. Humble yourselves, niy 
i^ends, before the throne of Ged*-«cluiaw« 
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ledge yobr gaih, and implore for^veness (torn 
the BSdne Almighty and companionate He- 
deemer, who awakened in you a sense of iU 
Offer up your g^titude for your restoration to' 
life, and for raising you friend?, who are able 
and willing to support you. Yes ! De Foissi/' 
added the Marchioness, **I will take care to 
proiride for you in a way that, with your <^n 
assistance, will prevent your ever again being 
reduced to a situation like that from which you 
have been rescued. Nay, no thanks to me— - 
direct your gratitude to a superior power; I 
*am only an earthly treasurer, endeavoring to 
do the will of my heavenly Father, who, by 
his own example, hath taught us the virtues 
of compassion and humanity. I consider 
mys^f accountable to him for the disposal 
of the wealth committed to my care; and 
hope only for a free passport to happiness, 
by the rectitude of my intentions, and an 
account clear from impure blots, through the 
mediation of a merciful Redeemer*'' ' 

N 
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<< I iruBij my friend*/' * added the Mar- 
ehionetSy ** that the lefte ocoutrenees will serve 
an impreBsiFe leaaons to us all. While we are 
Messed with the / ei^oyment of proqperity^ let 
vs partake of it with moderation and humitify 
•^^ispensiag it with cheerfulaesa arouad us, 
and gathering bliss from seeing others blast. 
But as we cannot ensnre felicity in this life, 
and are oftein tried with the seFerest afflictions 
fiNT the best and wisest purposes, should the 
elood of adyersity darken our days^— let our 
oeliance on God be. our firmest support. It 
will afibrd a healing balm to soothe our souk, 
when every other Comfort is denied us.; and, 
like the illuminated beacon that guides the 
mtfriner through the trackless deep,*— it will 
direct and assist the mind to rely upon the 
teercy of its God." 

• . •. . ^ .• 

The Sf archioness paused. M. and Madame 
De Foissi acknowledged their g^ilt with eveiry 
mark of contrition and repentance^ and pro- 
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mised that tbey would endeavor, to aton^ for 
it by the purity (If their future liveg.«^Tbe 
exeeHent Marchiooessy happy ia her beiievo« 
Imce^ hastened to exert her interest to procure 
De Foiflsi a sinecure employment; and in a 
short tine he found hiouielf in possession of 
m handsome ittcl#peBdence« 



As an author, the patronage of a character 
so exaked as the Marchioness of Pomraaeur 
secared him more applause than ever; aiidr 
booksellers who^ in his unfriended state, thought 
Ihey could not give too little for bis works, now 
¥ied with each other for the parcbase of them 
at the highest pricesr His circiunstaoces con* 
tinned to flourish; «- and bis mind no Jess 
enthusiastic, he was enabled to enjoy bis pros-* 
p6rity8obeiIy«-<-He lived a useful life, pro&iog 
by the example, as well as the admonitions, of 
the amiable Marchioness, who extended her 
friendship to De Foisai's children, and super- 
intended their education. Under her direction 
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the youBg plants blossomed a&d expanded, 
tiil 4hey approached as nsmr perfection as;tlie 
irailfy of liutnaki nat1|r^ permits. Youtog Lewfst 
inherited a share of his father's abilities, and 
fltudied one of the . leaoied professions. Ha 
sistpr jnarried happily, and increased the bless* 
IngB that surrounded her, hya pledge of lo^ 
in the first year of her marriage* 

The Marchioness arriv^ at a good old age. 
-•-delighted to behold the happiaess of her 
friends, and to afford them continued proofs of 
her unshaken friendship: and these cherished 
• and ever grateful friends pointed herout\to 
their acquaintance as the amiable source of all 
their felicity* Could many of the gay and 
affluent form an idea ^ of the delightful sensa** 
tions which then overflowed her heart,' they 
would perhaps be tempted to *^ go and do like« 
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Wise." 
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MBS. GRANT'S ESTABLISHMENT 

VOR TBS 
OF 

TOUNG ]LA]DIES# 



THE success, which has rewarded Mrs. Grant's 
attentioDy during the several years she has devoted 
to the instruction of the juvenile part of her own 
sex, encourages her to make future efibrts for their 
benefit. Principles of moral and religious conduct 
are steadily instilled into the minds of her young 
pupils, and every care bestowed in the further cul- 
of intellectual acquirements. 
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To gif e d«e weight .to the iiistnielion that in- 
wiablj puTSiiedf induetry and good condpot are 
esdted by apprppijate rewarde. In the aevml 
branches of polite edacatioa, and useful knowledge^ 
^rofidency is distinguished, by the presentatioii of 
{wuesy generally consisting of some popular author, 
elegantly yet simply ornamented; it being Mrs. 
^Grant's wish, that the prize should derive its value^ 
more from the merit of obtaining it, than from its 
own beauty or costliness. 

The better to enable Mrs. Grant to attain a 
knowledge of the dispositions of her pupils, she 
endeavors to excite confidence by encouraging 
them to become, in turn, her associates ; and while 
their conduct merits such indulgence, frofn the age 
of fourteen they are occasionally introduced into 
society, which Mrs. 6. flatters herself will gra- 
dually contribute towards the formation of their 
manners, and assist them in imperceptibly acquiring 
that polish, which renders even yirtue itself more 
endearing. 

Mrs. Grant thus makes it her earnest study, to 
combine, in her system of education, feminine and 
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iMtUonable accompIishmeiitB, ivith those enmtiaily 
useful "and solid »ftcqmrenieiit8,41kat will Afford her 
young friends an opportunity of becoming ratiomd 
and intelligent companions. 

The beauty of the scenery in the vicinitj of 

• * ' 

Croydon, the salubrity of the air, and its proxiimtj 
to London, are advantages deserring attention, and 
too well known to make it necessary to dwell upon 
them. 

Masters of eminence attend the establishment. 



Terms, fiu6. may be known, by applying' io Messrs. 
Boos BY and Sons, ^-^Broad Street, Royal Exchange. 



